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Program
DAY 1 – TUESDAY, JUNE 30th

09:00-
09:30

Registration & Coffee – Classroom 2003

09:30-
10:00

Welcome Address – Classroom 2002.

10:00-
12:00

Parallel session 1: Women, Gender and 
Feminism and the “Psy” disciplines.
– Classroom 2002.

Chair: Janka Kormos

Fields of Feminist Psychologies – Applying Bourdieu’s 
theories of social field and illusio to the history of 
P/psychology.
Barbara Rothmüller; Nora Ruck 

The Amor lesbicus in the psy-sciences of pre-war 
Hungary.
Anna Borgos 

Tracing the Mary Toft in Wartime Britain: Edward F. 
Griffith's Working Archive.
Haohao Zhang

From Rejection to Recognition: Feminist Critiques of 
Psychiatric Diagnosis, 1970–2000.
Almut Pohl

Round Table: Thinking intelligence and 
race. The disciplinary divergence of 
physical anthropology and psychology.
– Classroom 2004.

Chair: Kim Hajek

How physical anthropology attempted to 
study intelligence through observable 
characters, and what that entailed for notions 
of racial inequality.
Peter Cryle

Intelligence and Race: The case of Alfred 
Binet.
Elisabetta Cicciola

Measuring Minds, Reading Brains: 
Neurological Inquiries and Anthropological 
Typology in Australia and Oceania, c. 1860–
1920.
Paul Turnbull

“It is time for the Italians to proclaim openly 
that they are racist”:  The science of race in 
Rome from the liberal age to the fascist 
dictatorship.
Renato Foschi

12:00-
13:30

Lunch time – Classroom 2003.

13:30-
15:00

Parallel session 2: Human Sciences and the 
State archives.
– Classroom 2002.

Chair: Nora Ruck

From National Archives to Local Collections: Towards 
a Canon of the Croatian Enlightenment?
Zrinko Novosel
 
From Now On, It’ll Be Total Organization: Archives, 
Research Collections, and the Production of 
Knowledge in Early Soviet Scholarship.
Sofia Michel  

Parallel session 3: Racial and forensic 
sciences late 19th and early 20th 
centuries.
– Classroom 2004.

Chair: Peter Cryle

Racial Hierarchy or Ethnic Pluralism? 
Craniometry in Hungary, 1875–1944.
Dániel Bolgár

Cesare Lombroso and the Making of the 
Epileptic Criminal.
Júlia Gyimesi

C. G. Jung, Forensic Psychiatrist.
Sonu Shamdasani
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15:00-
15:30

Coffee Break  – Classroom 2003.

15:30-
16:30

Parallel session 4: Reading visual archives.
– Classroom 2002.

Chair: Annette Mü lberger

Visualisation of a conceptual framework as a research 
artefact: the case of the diagram Analytical Genetic 
Classification of Mental Functions.
Junona Almonaitienė

Children’s Drawings as Invisible Archives: Towards a 
History of Child Graphic Expression.
Camille Jaccard 

Parallel session 5: Politicized 
experiences of incarceration.
– Classroom 2004.

Chair: Petteri Pietikä inen 

Women and Madness in the Eighteenth 
Century: A Case of Prophecy and Eroticism at 
the Decline of French Female Mysticism.
Noemí Pizarroso Lopez 

Psychology of the Concentration Camp: 
History, debates and further influence.
Martin Wieser

16:30-
17:00

Break

17:00-
18:30

Parallel Session 6: Erotism, sex, and sexuality 
as objects of knowledge.
– Classroom 2002.

Chair: Anna Borgos

The rise and fall of frigidity: Negotiating female 
sexuality in Swedish sex education and counselling, c. 
1930-1980.
Linnea Tillema

“I’m the mother saying ‘you may’”: Joan Malleson’s sex 
counselling in 1950s Britain
Janina Klement  

Insides and Outsides: Kestenberg’s concepts of 
psychosexual development within the Cold War trends 
of American psychoanalysis.
Janka Kormos

Parallel session 7: Mobilising archives 
against institutional discrimination.
– Classroom 2004.

Chair: Martin Wieser

Reframing Psychology’s Past: APA Apology, 
Archival Silences, and Firmin’s Legacy.
Gina Philogène

Divided, Doubted, Dilatory: The 
Organisational Culture of the British 
Psychological Society and its Role in 
Perpetuating Prejudice.
Jack Duggan

18:30-
20:00 Welcome Apéritif – Terrace of SFU Faculty of Medicine, Freudplatz 3.
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DAY 2 – WEDNESDAY, JULY 1st

09:00-
09:30

Registration & Coffee – Classroom 2003 

09:30-
11:00

Organised Panel: History of Psychology in 
Brazil
– Classroom 2002.

Chair: Sebastián Benítez

Archiving Authority, Silencing Conflict: The Case of the 
History of Psychoanalysis in Brazil under the 
Dictatorship.
Rafael Alves Lima

The Emergence of Indigenous Psychology in Brazil: A 
historical study.
Danilo Silva Guimarães

The Colonial Birth of a Pioneer: The Transformations of 
Waclaw Radecki as a Relevant Figure in Historical Texts 
of Brazilian Psychology.
Arthur Arruda Leal Ferreira
Hugo Leonardo Rocha Silva de Rosa
Luiz Eduardo Prado da Fonseca
Marcus Vinícius Gama Amaral dos Santos

Parallel session 8: Archival fragments
– Classroom 2004.

Chair: Eva Surawy Stepney

(Un)Attainable knowledge: Studying the 
archives of Eranos and the Psychology Club.
Flavio Rossi

Drugs and Psychology at Harvard: 
Understanding a 1960s Controversy through 
the Archives.
Josephine Selander

Working with Dispersed Files: Writing of 
Queer Lives in Socialist Albania.
Inxhi Brisku

11:00-
11:30

Coffee Break – Classroom 2003.

11:30-
12:30 

Parallel session 9: The many faces of 
biographies.
– Classroom 2002. 

Chair: Sharman Levinson

Beyond the Great Man Narrative: Institutions, Gender, 
and Animals in Pavlov’s Historiography.
Zita Almási

A brief review of problems associated with biography 
in writing the history of science with suggestions for 
analyzing biographical resources.
David Clark

Parallel session 10: Semiotics, 
structuralism, and philosophy.
– Classroom 2004.

Chair: Csaba Pleh

The historical-philosophical dialogue in the 
construction of a field of research. The case 
of Semiotic-Cultural Constructivism.
Danilo Silva Guimarães; Lívia Mathias Simão

Rethinking Structuralism: Philosophy, 
Science, and the Lacanian Intervention.
Izabela Loner

12:30-
14:00

Lunch time – Classroom 2003.

14:00-
15:30

Organised Panel: New directions in the History 
of Individual Psychology
– Classroom 2002.

Individual Psychology in the USA.
Wilfried Datler

From inferiority to power. The reception of Alfred 
Adler among African American psychologists.
Luciano Nicolás García

Parallel session 11: Histories of 
Human Sciences in Central and 
Eastern Europe.
– Classroom 2004.

Chair: Julia Gyimesi

Beyond Theory: Rethinking the Archival 
Legacy of Władysław Heinrich (and the 
History of Polish Psychology).
Sylwia Borowska-Kazimiruk 
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Individualpsychologie und Literatur 
Individual Psychology and Literature.
Helga Haunschmied-Donhauser

The influence of the Vienna Institute of 
Psychology on Hungarian psychology and 
linguistics.
Csaba Pleh

Revolution, war, and their shadows: the 
genesis of military sociology in Ukraine in 
the late 1910-1920s according to 
declassified archive sources.
Volodymyr Shelukhin 

15:30-
16:00

Coffee Break – Classroom 2003.

16:00-
17:30

Keynote: The Archives of the Centre Jean Piaget: Research practices and documentary 
configurations.

– Classroom 2002.

Chair: Arthur Arruda Leal Ferreira

The RB-AB Model: Toward a History of Archival Practices.
Marc Ratcliff

Making historical sources speak: documentary topology 
and historical inference in the Jean Piaget Archives.

Ramiro Tau

17:30-
18:30 ESHHS – Business Meeting – Classroom 2002.
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DAY 3 – THURSDAY, JULY 2nd

09:00-
09:30

Registration & Coffee – Classroom 2003

09:30-
11:00

Round Table: Transnational Networks and the 
Construction of Expert Knowledge on 
Childhood and Development in early 20th-
Century Argentina
– Classroom 2002.

Chair: David Robinson

Male Sexuality as a Developmental Issue. Reception 
and Circulation of Knowledge in early‑20th‑Century 
Buenos Aires.
Sebastián M. Benítez.

Child Psychology Across Borders: Telma Reca and the 
Circulation of Child Guidance Practices.
Victoria Molinari

Alfred Adler's Ideas in Popular Parenting Literature: 
Circulation and Reception through the Magazine Hijo 
mío..! (Buenos Aires, 1936–1939).
Ana Briolotti  

Parallel session 12: Writing and 
experience in the clinic.
– Classroom 2004.

Chair: Ulrich Koch

Intrusive Thoughts and the Turn to 
Experience in British Clinical Psychology.
Eva Surawy Stepney

Psychotherapy Case-Writing and “Learning 
in Cases” from Bernheim to Rogers.
Kim Hajek

From History from Below to History from 
Within: Archival Practices, Family Agency, 
and Psychiatric Records in Argentina.
Fernando Ferrari

11:00-
11:30

Coffee Break – Classroom 2003.

11:30-
12:30 

Parallel session 13: Disciplinary neighbours 
and methodological tools.
– Classroom 2002.

Chair: Jill Morawski

From biographies to education: A personality theory 
circulating through the Netherlands.
Rinske Vermeij  

The computational turn in psychological research: 
Methodological change and disciplinary boundaries.
Alja Pehar

Documentary Screening
– Classroom 2004.

Screening of the documentary
Outsider. Freud, directed by Yair Qedar; 
2025, KAN: Israeli Public Broadcasting, 
RBB/Arte, Ö sterreichischer Rundfunk 
(ORF); 66 min.

 
12:30-
14:00

Lunch time – Classroom 2003.

14:00-
15:30

Keynote Lecture 
– Classroom 2002.

Chair: Luciano Garcia

Psychoanalysis in French Marxist Culture: Louis Althusser and Claude Lefort.
Hugo Vezzetti
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15:30-
16:00

Coffee Break – Classroom 2003.

16:00-
18:00

Parallel session 15: Personality and 
development.
– Classroom 2002.

Chair: Victoria Molinari 

Young Geniuses and their Personal Characteristics: A 
Contextualization of Catherine Cox’s Thesis (1926).
Annette Mülberger

Social Adjustment and Personality in the Chicago Black 
Belt, 1935-1945.
Petteri Pietikäinen

From the concept of ZPD to the practice of dynamic 
assessment.
Alex Kozulin

Medicine, “ingenium” and professional guidance: A 
study of Huarte’s gardener metaphor (1575).
Pengchen Dai

Organised Panel: Historicising 
Expertise. Psy Knowledge and Self-
Diagnosis in the Archives
– Classroom 2004.

Chair: David Clark

Estrangements: From the Science of 
‘Interpersonal Rejection’ to Self-diagnoses of 
‘Going No Contact’.
Jill Morawski.

Done playing games. Scientific expertise, 
moral authority, and the (self-)diagnosis of 
inauthentic relationships in the 1960s and 
70s. 
Ulrich Koch.

Thinking in Cases: Collective Self-Diagnosis 
and The Medical Culture Wars.
Shaul Bar-Haim.

How to Make Self-Diagnosing Subjects? The 
Case of Violence Prevention.
Stéphanie Pache.

19:00-
22:00 Conference Dinner

Edlingers Tempel, Praterstraße 56/12
https://www.edlingers-tempel.at/

https://www.edlingers-tempel.at/
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DAY 4 – FRIDAY, JULY 3rd

09:30-
10:00

Registration & Coffee – Classroom 2003 

10:00-
12:00

Round Table – Decolonising the History of 
Psychoanalysis
– Classroom 2002.

Chair:  Renato Foschi

Légitime Dé fense, or the First Forays of Caribbean 
Freudianism.
Kevin Duong

“The Confucian Freud,” The work of the first native 
Chinese psychoanalyst Bingham Dai (1899–1996).
Howard Chiang

Etiology and Revolution: Thinking Exhaustion with 
Frantz Fanon.
Nica Siegel

D.W. Winnicott, Social Democracy and the British 
Empire.
Hannah Proctor

Organised Panel – Transcultural 
Histories of Psychology and Archival 
Reconstructions in the Human 
Sciences
– Classroom 2004.

Chair: Shamdasani, Sonu 

“My Woman or My Psyche?”: Concepts of the 
Soul from the Platonic Academy to the 
“Grime” of Kefalonia 1815-1864.
Thiseas Stefanatos

Archival Reconstructions of Transcultural 
Knowledge: Richard Wilhelm, Zhou Xian, 
and the First Chinese Translation of 
Immanuel Kant.
Dangwei Zhou

On Being the Counterpart to Creativity: 
Margaret McFarland’s Relational Approach 
to Child Development.
Elisa Duriavig

“Riding the Windhorse”: History of a 
Therapeutic Community Model.
Tommaso Priviero

12:00-
13:30

Lunch time – Classroom 2003.

13:30-
15:00

Parallel session 16: Psychoanalysis and its 
historical archives.
– Classroom 2002.

Chair: Shaul Bar Haim 

Early Approaches to Observation of the Self in 
Psychoanalysis: Endopsychic Perception and Functional 
Category of Symbols.
Balázs Sütő Bertalan

Forgotten Books and Hidden Archives: Reconstructing 
Austrian Philosophy during Freud’s Formative Years 
through Two Case Studies (1870-1900).
Giuseppe Guastamachia

Marie Bonaparte in the Archives: Rethinking Three 
Historiographical Clichés.
Rémy Amouroux

Parallel session 17: Mobilising 
archives for historiography.
– Classroom 2004.

Chair: Noemí Pizarroso Lopez

How National Archival Institutions Shape 
What We See: Infectious Disease Hospitals 
in Beijing and London, 1940s–1960s
Qiman Liu

The role of archives in writing library 
history.
Hajnalka Forgách

Constructing the Past of Evolutionary 
Biology: Archives, Narratives, and Historical 
Method.
Kormányos Ákos

15:00-
15:30

Coffee Break – Classroom 2003.
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15:30-
16:30

Parallel session 18: Psychoanalysis, 
psychotherapy and institutions.
– Classroom 2002.

Chair: Rémy Amouroux

The rise and fall of psychoanalysis on BBC Radio: The 
story in the BBC archive.
Deborah Cohen

Therapy and Rebellion: Entanglements of Therapy and 
Underground Culture in Late Kádá r-Era Hungary
Kata Dóra Kiss

Parallel session 19: Archives of/as 
ideology.
– Classroom 2004.

Chair: Dennis Bryson

Archive Fever in Liquid Modernity: Memory, 
Subjectivity, and the Politics of 
Displacement.
Amanda Malerba

The history of the Marxism-Leninism 
Department of the Budapest Police Academy 
based on archival research.
Márk Rácz

16:30-
17:00 Closing Remarks – Classroom 2002.

Special Activity: Saturday 4th, 10:00-12:00, Sigmund Freud Museum guided tour, Berggasse 19, 1090; 
https://www.freud-museum.at/en/ 

https://www.freud-museum.at/en/
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Abstracts (in alphabetical order)
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The fate of psychoanalysis in a disciplinary world.
Ruud Abma.
Utrecht University.

Psychoanalysis has been one of the most influential intellectual currents of the 20th century, but it never 
became an internationally recognised academic discipline. Why not? This question calls for a historical  
approach. Around 1900, when psychoanalysis came into being, new academic disciplines were being 
formed. Psychoanalysis did not become on of them, although its originator, Sigmund Freud, tried to gain 
foothold  within  the  University  of  Vienna,  with  a  respectable  background  as  a  neuroanatomical  
researcher and armed with a new therapy and theory regarding the treatment of neuroses. 

In  a  way,  Freud had better  cards  than rivalling  upcoming ‘psy’-disciplines:  psychology and 
psychiatry. His theory covered both normal and abnormal states of mind, whereas the new empirical  
psychology occupied itself with normal functioning and psychiatry was involved with deeply disturbed  
asylum patients. Rooted in therapeutic practice – the treatment of neurotic patients – psychoanalysis  
offered to psychiatry a broadening of its domain, with new category of patients. But psychoanalysis came 
to late to replace psychiatry as a discipline. Empirical psychology succeeded in winning the disciplinary 
game by a making a specific methodological choice, gaining status by following physics, chemistry and 
physiology in their tradition of experimental work in the laboratory.

To win ground for psychoanalysis as a serious candidate for a disciplinary status, Freud came 
up with a two-edged strategy. The first one was: writing books that would interest both academic 
colleagues, practitioners and a more general audience. The second one was: building organizations of 
psychoanalytic  followers,  both nationally  and internationally.  The fact  that  his  complete work was 
translated in English,  also contributed to the worldwide recognition of psychoanalysis (including a 
variety of criticisms), in spite of the fact that it never became an academic discipline of its own.

References
-  Abma,  Ruud (2011)  Over  de  grenzen van disciplines.  Plaatsbepaling van de  sociale  wetenschappen.  [On the 
Boundaries of Disciplines. Locating the Social Sciences.] Nijmegen: Vantilt.
- Bettelheim, Bruno (1982) Freud and Man’s Soul. New York: Vintage Books.
- Billig, Michael (2019) More Examples, Less Theory. Historical Studies of Writing Psychology. Cambridge: Cambridge 
University Press.
- Freud, Sigmund ([1925] 1959) An Autobiographical Study. Standard Edition 20 1, 7-74. London: Hogarth Press.
- Gay, Peter (1988) Freud. A Life for Our Time. New York etc.: Anchor Books.
- Grü nbaum, Adolf (1984)  The Foundations of Psychoanalysis.  A Philosophical Critique.  Berkeley: University of 
California Press.
- Micale, Mark & Roy Porter (Eds.) (1994) Discovering the History of Psychiatry. New York/Oxford: Oxford University 
Press.
- Mujeeb-ur-Rahman, Md (ed.) (1977)  The Freudian Paradigm. Psychoanalysis and Scientific Thought.  Chicago: 
Nelson-Hall.
- Robinson, Paul (1993) Freud and His Critics. Berkeley: University of California Press.
- Shakow, David & David Rapaport (1964) The Influence of Freud on American Psychology. New York: International 
Universities Press.
- Smith, Roger (1997) The Fontana History of the Human Sciences. London: Fontana Press.
- Steinmetz, George (Ed.) (2005) The Politics of Method in the Human Sciences. Durham/London: Duke University 
Press.

Constructing the Past of Evolutionary Biology: Archives, Narratives, and Historical Method.
Kormányos Ákos.
University of Pécs.

Histories of the natural sciences—particularly of evolutionary biology—have often been shaped by 
culturally embedded narratives of progress, coherence, and theoretical continuity. Influential critics  
such as  Michel  Foucault  and Peter  J.  Bowler  have  questioned these  historiographical  practices  by 
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drawing attention to the ways in which present conceptual frameworks are retrospectively imposed 
onto past scientific actors. This presentation builds on these critiques to argue that historical knowledge 
is not simply recovered from sources but actively constructed, and that this process requires sustained 
methodological reflection on the role of archives.

The first part of the presentation examines recurring shortcomings in cultural and intellectual  
histories of evolutionary biology. Drawing on Bowler’s critique of teleological narratives in the history  
of Darwinism, it identifies common historiographical errors such as the retrospective stabilization of  
concepts, the privileging of theoretical lines that lead to contemporary evolutionary theory, and the 
marginalization of alternative approaches that did not become canonical. These tendencies contribute 
to simplified narratives of scientific development and obscure the diversity, contingency, and uncertainty 
that characterized evolutionary thought in the nineteenth and early twentieth centuries.

The presentation then turns to the broader methodological insight—shared by Foucault and 
other critical historians of science—that historical reconstruction is always shaped by present concerns. 
From this perspective, the task of the historian is not to uncover what scientists “really thought” in an  
unmediated sense, but to analyze how scientific ideas became thinkable, recordable, and retrospectively 
meaningful  within  specific  institutional  and  epistemic  contexts.  The  past  of  evolutionary  biology,  
therefore, must be understood as something that is constructed through historically situated practices 
of documentation, selection, and interpretation.

Against  this  background,  the presentation addresses the ambivalent  role of  archives in  the 
construction  of  scientific  history.  On  the  one  hand,  archival  materials  such  as  correspondence, 
unpublished  manuscripts,  and  laboratory  notes  can  complicate  dominant  narratives  by  revealing 
theoretical pluralism, unresolved debates, and abandoned research programs. On the other hand, once 
archives  are  institutionalized,  they may also  serve  to  reinforce  prevailing  interpretations.  Archival 
selection policies, organizational structures, and descriptive frameworks can privilege certain actors 
and lines of research, thereby reproducing dominant narratives of scientific progress.
Using examples from the historiography of evolutionary biology, the presentation shows how archives 
can function simultaneously as critical tools and as mechanisms that stabilize hegemonic accounts of  
the scientific past. This dual role calls for a cautious and reflexive approach to archival research—one 
that treats archives not merely as repositories of sources, but as historically active institutions that shape 
the conditions of historical knowledge.

In conclusion, the presentation argues that acknowledging the constructed nature of scientific 
history, and the mediating role of archives within that construction, is essential for a methodologically  
rigorous history of the natural sciences. By critically engaging with archival practices, historians of 
evolutionary biology can better  navigate the  tension between critique,  narrative construction,  and 
institutional authority.

Bilbiography
-  Bó dy,  Zs.  (2002)  Michel  Foucault  é s  a  tö rténeti  diszciplína  ma.  In:  Szekeres  Andrá s  (szerk.):  A  történész  
szerszámosládája. A jelenkori történeti gondolkodás néhány aspektusa. L ’Harmattan.
- Bowler, P. J. (2009). Evolution: the history of an idea. University of California Press.
- Bowler, P. J. (2009b). Monkey Trials and Gorilla Sermons. Harvard University Press
- Foucault, M. (1994). The order of things. Vintage Books
- Gutting, G. (1989). Michel Foucault's archaeology of scientific reason: Science and the history of reason. Cambridge 
University Press.
- Gutting, G. (Ed.). (1994). The Cambridge Companion to Foucault. Cambridge University Press.
- Mayr, E. (1982). The growth of biological thought: Diversity, evolution and inheritance. Harvard University Press.
- Merton, R. K. (1973). The sociology of science: Theoretical and empirical investigations. University of Chicago 
Press.

Beyond the Great Man Narrative: Institutions, Gender, and Animals in Pavlov’s Historiography.
Zita Almási.
University of Pécs.
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Ivan Petrovich Pavlov’s research on conditioned reflexes has long occupied a canonical position in the 
history of psychology and therefore in the history of science. He belongs to the most frequently cited 
figures of psychology (Diener et al., 2014; Griggs & Proctor, 2002) and that is why it is not surprising 
that the literature is rife with works about Pavlov's life and scientific achievements. This presentation 
examines how major historiographical frameworks construct diverse interpretations of Pavlov and his 
laboratory research. Considering these narrative approaches suggests that Pavlov’s legacy functions as 
a dynamic cultural artifact, continually reshaped by shifting historiographical priorities.

In the nineteenth and early twentieth century the history of humankind was deeply infused 
with stories about heroes following in the footsteps of the Carlylian tradition (Ball, 2012). This narrative 
focuses solely on the heroes who shaped our history through their actions (Carlyle, 1841). Examples of  
the “Great Man” approach to Pavlov can be found in Robert I. Watson’s The Great Psychologists (1963)  
and in Gregory A. Kimble, Michael Wertheimer and Charlotte White’s edited volume Portraits of Pioneers 
in Psychology (1991). A close reading of these chapters reveals that this mostly individualistic and  
androcentric  perspective  obscures  the  collective  labor  and  institutional  infrastructures  that  made 
Pavlov’s research possible. 

Critics argue that historical  causation is rarely linear,  and that the “Great Man” perspective 
therefore oversimplifies the complexity of  life and history (King,  Viney & Woody,  2004).  The “new 
history” approach (Furumoto, 1989) seeks to situate psychological knowledge within broader social and 
cultural  contexts,  emphasizing  the  importance  of  examining  marginalized  groups  such  as  women, 
international psychologists, and institutions (Ball, 2012).

Todes (1997; 2002) used the concept of “factory” to reflect on the fact that the research in  
Pavlov’s laboratory was shaped by the laboratory personnel, environment, instruments and practices. 
Although from 1891 Pavlov served as the head of the research laboratory and the experiments were 
conducted  under  his  name  (Todes,  2002),  he  did  not  personally  carry  out  the  majority  of  the  
investigations. Instead, most of the experimental work was performed by the numerous assistants,  
university students, and researchers who passed through his laboratory over the years (Windholz, 1990; 
Todes, 2002). These laboratory workers conducted thousands of physically and mentally demanding 
experiments, often lasting eight to ten hours a day (Todes, 2014). 

A  women‑centered  narrative  highlights  the  frequently  overlooked  contributions  of  female 
researchers, technicians, and caretakers in Pavlov’s laboratory. Women psychologists in Russia have 
been especially ignored, partly because they have often been regarded as problematic or unsympathetic 
subjects  within  transnational  feminist  scholarship  (Suchland,  2011).  This  phenomenon  is  well 
demonstrated by the fact that although 16% of Pavlov’s doctoral students were women (Kvasov & 
Fedorova‑Grot, 1967, as cited in Hill, 2019), only seven have been identified by name in the historical 
record (Hill, 2019). 

One  of  the  most  recent  scholarly  directions,  Human–Animal  Studies,  challenges 
anthropocentrism and engages with the broader “animal turn,” seeking to reframe the relationship 
between humans and animals. Within this framework, Pavlov’s dogs are reinterpreted not as passive 
instruments but as active participants whose behavior,  physiology,  and forms of resistance shaped 
experimental outcomes (Todes, 2014; Adams, 2019). Recent scholarship highlights the co‑production of 
knowledge between humans and animals, reconceptualizing classical conditioning as a relational and 
interactive practice rather than a purely mechanistic procedure (Despret, 2016).

These narratives show that Pavlov’s work is not a fixed chapter in the history of science, but a 
prism through which broader issues of scientific authority, institutions, gender,  and human–animal 
relations can be examined. Recognizing these competing historiographies enriches our understanding 
of Pavlov and his constantly evolving legacy.
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Visualisation of a conceptual framework as a research artefact: the case of the diagram Analytical 
Genetic Classification of Mental Functions.
Junona S. Almonaitienė.
Lithuanian University of Health Sciences.

Visualisations play an important role in creating and representing conceptual frameworks in psychology, 
as  researchers  have  noted  (e.g.,  Wieser  and  Slunecko,  2013).  They  can  support  thinking  about  a 
phenomenon (e.g., mind‑mapping), facilitate communication among researchers, and aid in teaching. 
However,  they can also be ignored easily or misinterpreted if  the creator does not provide verbal 
guidance to clarify the meaning of the visual elements.

In  my  study,  I  analysed  the  diagram  entitled  Analytical  Genetic  Classification  of  Mental 
Functions—an unpublished, hand‑drawn, photocopied document held in the manuscript collection of 
Vilnius University Library and attributed to Jonas Vabalas‑Gudaitis (1881–1955). Although the library 
records show that several researchers have consulted it,  no public commentary exists.  Its minimal 
bibliographic description and the absence of any explanatory text encouraged me to treat it  as an 
artefact, “an object that carries meaning about the culture of its creators and users” (Schwandt, 2007), 
and interpret it. My reflections on working with this artefact led to a broader discussion on the validity 
of interpretations.

To assess the authorship and originality of the artefact first, I compared it with other available 
visualisations created to  explain human mental  functioning.  Although none closely  resembled it,  I  
observed that such diagrams are often marked by symmetry, the repetition of ternary elements, and 
circular forms. This raises the question of whether, as Alfred Adler suggested, parallelism, antithesis, and 
symmetry reflect “the struggle to organise, into graspable form, the chaos of life” (Adler, 1934/1988, 
p. 443), or whether they reveal a desire to appear as “engineers of the soul” by adopting the style of the 
exact  sciences.  In  any  case,  I  find  this  kind  of  framework  somewhat  rigid  and  limiting,  although 
convenient. 

Next,  I  examined the diagram through the lens of Vabalas‑Gudaitis’  scientific interests.  This 
Lithuanian psychologist sought to develop a coherent method for assessing individual differences and 
worked on its theoretical foundations. The latest developments of his “personality research program” 
remained unpublished. After a close reading of the author’s publications and manuscripts, I interpret 
the diagram as an original structural and dynamic model of personality, offering valuable insights into 
his late work.
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Although undated,  the diagram is  likely a  late contribution,  probably from the early Soviet 
period, when personality was not an officially accepted field of study in Soviet psychology, unless it was 
strictly censored. The concept continued to be avoided in later decades. This context may explain the 
scant description of the document and why it has been largely overlooked in studies of Vabalas‑Gudaitis’ 
legacy. 

This raised a further question: what is the role of the interpreter in such research? Unlike the 
interpretation of artworks—where multiple “readings” may be equally valid—here one expects a degree 
of reliability, even though strict validation criteria are unattainable. In my view, this kind of research 
process can be understood as a dialogue or negotiation between the artefact and the researcher, with  
the latter in an active role. Yet this activity must also be directed inward; shifting between different, not  
always comfortable, interpretive positions can open additional insights or increase reliability. 
In sum, I argue that the diagram under my study is an important addition to Vabalas ‑Gudaitis’ written 
legacy and enables his work to be revisited in new ways. Nonetheless, in the absence of the author’s 
accompanying explanation, the study of the diagram remains a creative dialogue between the artefact  
and researcher.

Archival Source
-  Jonas Vabalas-Gudaitis’  handwritten diagram “Analytical  Genetic  Classification of  Mental  Functions.”  Vilnius 
University Library, Manuscript Section, F126-43(46).
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Archiving Authority, Silencing Conflict: The Case of the History of Psychoanalysis in Brazil under 
the Dictatorship.
Rafael Alves Lima.
University of São Paulo.

This paper reflects on what we do in the archives when writing the history of the human sciences,  
drawing on my doctoral  research on psychoanalysis during the Brazilian civil-military dictatorship 
(1964–1985). I focus on concrete public archives – state agencies, newspapers, personal collections, and 
university repositories – and on how their organization,  accessibility,  and silences shape historical  
reconstruction.

My  PhD  thesis,  Psychoanalysis  in  the  Brazilian  Civil-Military  Dictatorship  (1964–1985): 
History,  Clinic  and  Politics,  was  built  primarily  from  extensive  research  in  public  archives,  state 
documents, intelligence and security records, court materials, and press collections, rather than from 
the official archives of psychoanalytic institutions, which were treated as objects of analysis rather than 
as the primary evidentiary base. Inspired by Pierre Bourdieu’s field theory, C. Wright Mills’ sociological  
imagination, and prosopographic methods, I developed two analytical axes — “affiliate routes” and 
“migratory routes” — to map institutional filiations and intellectual displacements in the history of  
psychoanalysis in Brazil.

However,  these  axes  were  not  simply  imposed  upon  the  material;  they  emerged  from  the 
constraints and affordances of the archives themselves. Official psychoanalytic archives, in the Brazilian 
case, are generally maintained under strict confidentiality and sustained by a politics of secrecy that  
severely restricts external access. As a result, the most reliable pathways for reconstructing their history 
are not internal files,  but rather official journals and publications, congress proceedings and notes, 
training  reports,  and,  occasionally,  autobiographical  writings.  I  argue  that  journals  become  a 
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historiographical and editorial strategy that stabilizes concepts and practices while obscuring conflicts,  
exclusions, and negotiations with the dictatorial regime.

Conversely, materials documenting resistance — freudo-Marxist publications, critical essays, 
ephemeral clinical initiatives, and politically engaged interventions — are often dispersed, precariously 
preserved, or dependent on personal archives. Their fragmented condition demands methodological 
creativity  and  raises  questions  about  how  historians  mediate  between  institutional  memory  and 
broader publics.  The so-called “Brazilian psychoanalytic boom” of  the 1970s,  for example,  appears 
differently depending on whether one consults official society bulletins, mainstream newspapers, or 
testimonies from dissident groups.

This  paper  therefore  advances  two  interconnected  arguments.  First,  the  organization  of 
archives  decisively  conditions  research results  in  the  history  of  psychoanalysis  and psychology  in 
general.  Institutional taxonomies,  cataloguing policies,  and access rules shape what can be seen as 
central  or  marginal,  legitimate  or  deviant.  Second,  historians  of  psychology  and  psychoanalysis 
inevitably  participate  in  the  afterlife  of  these  archives:  by  selecting,  interpreting,  and  publishing 
materials, we reinforce or destabilize inherited classifications.

The  Brazilian  case  also  foregrounds  structural  and  contingent  limitations:  incomplete 
collections,  restricted  access  during  and  after  authoritarian  rule,  and  the  uneven  digitization  of  
documents.  At the same time,  the transition to democracy enabled the emergence of new archival 
initiatives and a “critical psychoanalytic library” that challenged institutional hegemony. The history of  
psychoanalysis under dictatorship thus becomes a privileged laboratory for examining how archival 
institutions, political regimes, and historiographical practices intersect.
By situating my research practice within the concrete functioning of archives, I aim to contribute to a 
reflexive historiography of the human sciences — one that recognizes both the seductions and the 
constraints of archival institutions, and that understands historical writing as a negotiated mediation 
between documents, institutional power, and democratic commitments.
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Marie Bonaparte in the Archives: Rethinking Three Historiographical Clichés.
Rémy Amouroux.
Université de Lausanne.

Marie Bonaparte (1882–1962), a French psychoanalyst closely associated with Freud, has long been 
remembered through three recurrent clichés:  the frivolous aristocratic patron, the “frigid neurotic” 
figure,  and  the  devout  Freudian  disciple.  This  paper  argues  that  these  images  were  not  only 
historiographical simplifications; they were also shaped by a particular regime of visibility. Long before 
the recent opening of new materials, Bonaparte had already played an active role in organising her own 
posthumous  legibility.  By  preserving,  copying,  indexing,  and  depositing  large  quantities  of 
autobiographical documents—and by publishing writings centred on her childhood and psychic life—
she helped create the conditions for a strongly psychobiographical reading of her life and work.

The asymmetry is striking. Bonaparte herself made available materials centred on childhood 
and intimate psychic life, notably her childhood writings and autobiographical memoirs up to the time 
of her princely marriage. By contrast, documents bearing on her adult intellectual trajectory became  
accessible  only  much later:  her  correspondence with Freud,  the notebooks from her analysis,  and 
memoirs devoted to her post-marital life, where her intellectual ambitions and projects appear far more 
clearly. What was long available, and what remained closed, did not have the same historiographical 
effects. For decades, this uneven distribution of sources favoured a partial image of Bonaparte as a 
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clinical  case rather than as an intellectual  actor.  It  also helped sustain,  in different ways,  both the  
biographical portrait that first took shape around her in Bertin (1982) and later psychobiographical 
readings, notably in Roudinesco (1994) and Thompson (2003).

The  case  is  especially  revealing  because  the  evidentiary  landscape  around  Bonaparte  has 
shifted sharply in recent years. Since 2020, the Library of Congress has made accessible a substantial 
body  of  previously  unavailable  materials,  including  Freud–Bonaparte  correspondence,  twenty-nine 
analysis notebooks, and extensive unpublished memoirs. For French-language readers, this shift was 
reinforced by the 2022 publication of the correspondence. What matters here is not only that more  
documents are now available, but that a different balance has emerged among the materials through 
which Bonaparte can be read. Documents foregrounding intellectual exchange, institutional action, and 
theoretical conflict now stand alongside those that had long encouraged psychobiographical readings.
Following  Farge’s  reflections  on  archival  practice  and  Derrida’s  account  of  archival  authority  and 
“archive  fever,”  I  treat  these  newly  available  materials  as  both  an  interpretive  opportunity  and  a 
methodological  challenge.  They  widen  the  evidentiary  base,  but  they  also  encourage  a  familiar 
temptation: to replace one stabilised narrative with another. Against this backdrop, the paper revisits 
the three clichés. The image of the frivolous mondaine becomes harder to sustain once Bonaparte’s 
organisational and editorial labour is brought back into view. The “frigid neurotic” figure is unsettled 
when her writings on female sexuality are read not simply as autobiographical symptom, but as part of 
a broader empirical and theoretical inquiry. And the image of the faithful disciple is complicated by 
documents revealing tension,  disagreement,  and strategic  negotiation in her relationship to Freud, 
especially around female sexual autonomy. The aim is not to produce a finally “true” Bonaparte, but to  
show how newly accessible sources can loosen rigid interpretive frames and sustain more layered, more 
provisional accounts.
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Thinking in Cases: Collective Self-Diagnosis and The Medical Culture Wars.
Shaul Bar-Haim.
University of Essex.

The paper locates the current medicalization of culture wars within a longer history of the ‘case-based 
sciences’ (Bar-Haim, 2020), arguing that this history helps explain current self-diagnostic trends as 
outcomes of these cultural, political, and psycho-medical conflicts. Medical diagnosis, self-diagnosis, and 
the spectrum in between the two are sites of current culture wars. In the UK, for example, the Health 
Minister, Wes Streeting, recently launched an independent review to look at what some describe as  
‘overdiagnosis’ of ‘rising demand for mental health, ADHD and autism services and what is driving it’,  
and was cheered by all kinds of right and centre-right publicists and so-called ‘anti-woke’ warriors. At  
the same time, the Education Minister, Bridget Phillipson, is leading an overhaul of the Children with 
Special Educational Needs system, in which more children will be integrated in standard schools rather 
than ‘special’  ones,  often pushing the  idea that  ‘“pushy parents”  seeking a  “golden ticket”  to  gain  
educational advantages for their children’ (The Guardian, 22 Feb 2026).  

However,  while  policymakers  aim  to  create  a  database  –  even  if  often  a  biased  one  –  for 
promoting their policies, the sites of culture wars are often being fought using knowledge that is in-
between the scientific and the anecdotal.  In debates over trigger warnings in higher education, for 
example, academics often tend to publish polemical research in non-academic platforms, in which they 
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provide a wide range of statistical research to make their case, but then focus on some specific extreme 
cases to ridicule their opponents (see for example Lukianoff and Haidt, 2015, on trigger warnings in 
academia).

But arguments by more ‘progressive’ voices are not immune. Intellectual histories of mental 
health  can  be  ‘cherry-picked’  too.  For  example,  in  his  acclaimed  book,  Empire  of  Normality:  
Neurodiversity and Capitalism, Robert Chapman (2023) provides a very selective genealogy of the anti-
psychiatry  movement,  focusing,  for  example,  on  Thomas  S.  Szasz  as  the  single  most  influential  
theoretician of  the movement,  while occasionally  playing down the role of  other,  arguably no less 
influential figures in the history of the anti-psychiatry movement with different political orientations.

However, rather than denouncing the ‘cherry picking’ of culture warriors, my talk will locate 
them in a long tradition in the human sciences of ‘thinkers in cases’ (Forrester, 2017), i.e. Freud, Foucault 
and Kuhn.  Psychoanalyst  Donald  Winnicott  pointed  out  that  ‘one  case  proves  nothing,  but  it  may 
illustrate much’ (cited in Forrester, 2017, p. 90). The limits of a single case study are clear, but based on  
recent work on epistemologies of the case study (see special issue on ‘Thinking in, with, across, and 
beyond cases with John Forrester’, 2020) I will ask: what can we gain by learning from single case studies 
in medical culture wars? And what are the implications of these case-studies-based sciences for the  
sociology of self-diagnosis?
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Male  Sexuality  as  a  Developmental  Issue.  Reception  and  Circulation  of  Knowledge  in 
early‑20th‑Century Buenos Aires.
Sebastián M. Benítez.
Universidad a Distancia de Madrid.

The aim of this presentation is to reconstruct how ideas about male sexuality circulated and were 
received in Buenos Aires during the first decades of the twentieth century, shaping a specific model for 
becoming a man. The analysis focuses on the role of medical and psychological knowledge—and the 
debates  within  these  fields—regarding  the  conceptualization,  diagnosis,  and  treatment  of  sexual 
inversion,  as well  as the framing of  female prostitution as a hygienic practice in relation to men’s  
sexuality. Particular attention is given to how these expert discourses conceptualized childhood and 
youth,  identifying  them  as  crucial  stages  in  which  sexual  development,  vulnerability,  and  proper 
masculine formation were believed to take shape.

This work considers Psychology, Medicine, and Hygienism from a technological perspective: the 
production of knowledge about sexuality involved prescriptive interventions, regulatory practices, and 
disciplinary frameworks that defined boundaries of normality and abnormality not only for individuals 
but also for the population as a whole. 

To  approach  these  issues,  the  study  examines  several  interrelated  problem  areas:  the 
regulation  of  prostitution  as  a  social  matter  tied  to  concerns  about  sexual  inversion  and  debates 
surrounding sexual  education,  including practices  of  sexual  gymnastics.  Prostitution was variously 
interpreted as a “necessary evil”—in which controlled brothels functioned as instruments of hygienic 
regulation meant to prevent perversion—and as a potential source of sexual and hereditary degeneracy, 
particularly when sexual activity was framed as driven solely by bodily pleasure.

Primary sources were analyzed using a qualitative approach, drawing on interpretive methods 
that explore connections between medical discourse and other contemporary intellectual currents such 
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as  Evolutionism  and Hygienism.  The southern  reception  of  Neo-Lamarckian  Evolutionism and the 
principles of Mental Hygiene played a significant role in shaping the fields of Psychology and Social  
Medicine at the time (Stepan, 1997; Talak, 2016).vAmong the central materials studied are articles  
published by prominent intellectuals as Francisco de Veyga (1866–1942), José  Ingenieros (1877–1925), 
and Quintiliano Saldañ a (1878–1938) published in Archivos de Psiquiatría y Criminología: aplicadas a 
las Ciencias Afines [Archives of Psychiatry and Criminology: applied to Related Sciences], the journal of 
the Institute of Criminology of the National Penitentiary. 
Time for development was a key element in framing how one became a man through the unfolding of  
sexuality. Yet not all forms of sexual experience were considered desirable or normal. Importantly, the 
biopolitical  project  of  the early twentieth century was not  aimed at  normalizing deviations but  at 
preventing risk by acting upon bodies and environments (Vá zquez García, 2013). Within this framework, 
Psychology,  Social  Medicine,  Pedagogy,  and related expert  fields identified and constructed central 
concerns regarding male sexuality: the role of female prostitution and sexual experience, the threat of 
sexual  inversion,  and the importance of  sexual  education and sexual  gymnastics,  especially during 
childhood and youth.
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Racial Hierarchy or Ethnic Pluralism? Craniometry in Hungary, 1875–1944.
Dániel Bolgár.
Eötvös Loránd University.

Nineteenth-century physical  anthropology offered what appeared to be a convenient and objective 
method for comparing the intellectual capacities of human beings: the measurement of heads, known as 
craniometry. Many contemporaries believed that this method could reveal the intellectual hierarchy of 
human  groups,  since  it  was  widely  assumed  that  a  relationship  existed  between  the  physical 
characteristics of the head and the value of the mind residing within it. The most prominent indicator of 
intellectual ability was considered to be the size of the head, skull, or brain: many anthropologists were 
convinced that size did matter—that is, great geniuses typically required large hats.

It remains a matter of debate to what extent early Hungarian physical anthropology adopted 
this framework. Some scholars argue that prominent Hungarian anthropologists around the turn of the 
century were inclined to believe that superior and inferior human races existed. Others maintain that  
Hungarian anthropology largely refrained from constructing racial hierarchies, avoided disparaging 
non-Hungarian ethnic groups, and emphasized the racially mixed character of Hungary’s population. 
According to this interpretation, physical anthropology in Hungary functioned as a national science not 
by providing anthropological justification for Magyar (ethnic-Hungarian) supremacy, but by reinforcing 
the image of the Hungarian nation as one that harmoniously incorporated a multiplicity of equal ethnic  
groups.

This presentation examines Hungarian studies conducted before the Holocaust that measured 
Jewish skulls in order to determine to what extent they correspond to the two interpretations outlined 
above. I focus on the literature on Jewish craniometry because Jews frequently stood at the centre of 
racial thinking, while the prevailing stereotype attributed superior intellectual abilities to them. The 
paper therefore investigates how large Jewish skulls were found to be in comparison with those of other 
ethnic groups in Hungary—especially Magyars—and how researchers interpreted their findings.

From  its  late  nineteenth-century  beginnings  until  the  Holocaust,  Hungarian  physical 
anthropology produced five craniometric studies of the ethnic groups living in Hungary in which Jews 
were treated as a distinct population. The first was conducted in 1875 by Jó zsef Lenhossék, professor of 
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anatomy in Budapest. He was followed by the psychiatrist Ká roly Laufenauer, who measured the weight 
of the brains of deceased individuals in 1880. The next investigator was Jenő  Konrád, a psychiatrist from 
Transylvania, who carried out his research among healthy males. The significance of the observations 
made by the physician Lajos Frigyes shortly after the First World War lies in the fact that he was the only 
researcher who discussed Jewish brain size as a Jew himself, specifically as a Zionist. Finally, shortly 
before the Holocaust, the anthropologist Lá szló  Apor interpreted his measurements of Jews from an 
explicitly antisemitic perspective.

The history of Hungarian research on Jewish cranial size does not fit neatly into either of the  
two narratives: neither the claim that the political message of early Hungarian physical anthropology 
was the existence of a hierarchy among races, nor the view that Hungarian anthropologists sought to 
demonstrate  that  their  homeland  valued  all  its  inhabitants  equally.  Hungarian  researchers  never 
inferred intellectual capacity from cranial size. However, this was not because they believed that the 
intellectual abilities of different groups were equal. It was their dissatisfaction with the results they 
obtained that prevented them from accepting the principle of “size does matter.” They did not find it 
convincing, since their measurements did not produce the ranking of human groups they had expected. 
Therefore, they desired a method capable of confirming the hierarchy they believed to exist in advance.  
Intelligence testing appeared to promise such a tool.
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The Amor lesbicus in the psy-sciences of pre-war Hungary.
Anna Borgos.
HUN-REN Research Centre for Natural Sciences.

In early 20th century Hungary, women with same-sex attractions were mostly out of the system of 
institutional  suppression  or  medical  control  but  also  missed  social  recognition  (and  thus  self-
recognition)  and  visibility.  They  less  faced  the  external  sanctions  and  stigmas  used  for  male  
homosexuals, but also lacked denomination and a self-ascribed identity, as well as the institutions and 
spaces needed for that. The available resources from this period are limited, mostly coming from outside 
(straight, male) perspectives. There are very few ego-documents and voices in scarce archival materials, 
autobiographical documents, and rare and mostly indirect cultural representations. The most available 
resources  (reflecting  and shaping the  social  perception of  female  homosexuality)  can be  found in 
psychiatric/psychoanalytic literature and the press – covering criminal scandals, psychiatric accounts, 
and  some  cultural  subjects.  The  research  of  such  a  topic  requires  a  creative  use  of  archives  and  
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documents, sometimes “reading between the lines” (or “queer readings”), filling gaps and involving the 
archive of feelings (Cvetkovich, 2003) as well as the telling lacks, absences and (self)censorship.

My presentation explores the reception of lesbian attraction as represented in the psychiatric 
and psychoanalytic literature (by Hungarian experts or in translation) available in Hungary in the early 
20th century both for lay and expert audience. This period was transitional in this sense, too: one can 
find  pathologisation,  searching  for  biological  explanations,  as  well  as  the  first  human  rights  and 
liberating discourses. Arguments about (female) homosexuality are not interesting per se: attitudes 
toward  the  different  forms  of  human sexuality  condense  and  represent  current  and  controversial 
problems of society. There is a typical structure of these texts – and my paper follows that structure:  
they usually discuss the lesbian “types”, the “origin” and “function” of same-sex love, the potentials of its 
“therapy”, the spaces of the lesbian subculture, and some of them are connected to emerging human 
rights  discourses  of  the  time.  In  these  questions  and  attitudes,  Hungarian  authors  were  clearly 
influenced by the significant international psychiatric/psychoanalytic works of the age, at the same time, 
local  social  circumstances determined the images,  emphases and contexts.  My exploration aims at 
presenting the different narratives regarding the status of homosexual women, the historical definitions 
and forms of  sexual  identity  and same-sex intimacy,  thus revealing the shades of  the (Hungarian) 
“lesbian continuum” (Rich, 1980) in the mirror of psychiatry and psychoanalysis. 
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Beyond Theory: Rethinking the Archival Legacy of Władysław Heinrich (and the History of Polish 
Psychology).
Sylwia Borowska-Kazimiruk.
University of Warsaw.

Władysław Heinrich was a philosopher and a pioneer of Polish experimental psychology. In 1903, he 
founded  the  first  Polish  experimental  psychology  laboratory  at  Jagiellonian  University,  where  his  
research focused primarily on problems of visual perception.

Heinrich’s archival legacy, preserved in the Jagiellonian University Archives, has so far been 
used mainly to reconstruct the theoretical foundations of early Polish psychology. As a result, archival  
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research has largely followed the conventions of the history of ideas, concentrating on the emergence 
and development of specific theories, their reception, and their intellectual parallels with the work of  
other  scholars.  This  approach  has  tended  to  marginalize  the  material,  institutional,  and  political 
dimensions of Heinrich’s scientific practice.

This presentation highlights two aspects of Heinrich’s work that have largely been overlooked: 
the economic and political conditions in which his laboratory operated and his experimental use of film 
technologies.  By  foregrounding  these  issues,  the  presentation  demonstrates  how  newly  examined 
archival  materials  can  complicate  established  narratives  of  the  history  of  Polish  psychology.  The 
presentation will argue that adopting a practice-oriented approach to scientific archives can open up 
new  possibilities  for  historical  research,  shifting  the  focus  from  abstract  theories  to  the  concrete 
conditions, media and constraints that shaped the production of scientific knowledge.
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Alfred Adler's  Ideas in Popular Parenting Literature:  Circulation and Reception through the 
Magazine Hijo mío..! (Buenos Aires, 1936–1939).
Ana Briolotti.
Consejo Nacional de Investigaciones Científicas y Técnicas, Argentina.

This paper explores the circulation of Alfred Adler's ideas in Argentina through the analysis of popular 
parenting literature. It examines the case of the magazine Hijo mío..!, published between 1936 and 1939. 
Founded and directed by physicians Arturo Leó n Ló pez, Mariano Barilari, and Gofredo and Leonardo 
Grasso, the magazine was part of a series of editorial projects aimed at the health education of the 
population from a hygienic and eugenic perspective (Vezzetti, 1986). This study focuses specifically on 
those articles that introduced Adler's ideas on child-rearing and education to the reading public.

In Argentina during the 1930s, expert recommendations began to recognize childhood as a 
distinct  stage  from  the  adult  world  and  called  for  attention  to  this  singularity  (Borinsky,  2005; 
Rustoyburu, 2016). Various physicians and educators held that the child was a curious, active being,  
driven by the need to engage with the world as a source of learning. In this context, the importance of an 
education that respected children's individuality began to gain prominence. From an environmentalist 
perspective grounded in mental hygiene, educational rigidity appeared to play a significant role in the  
genesis of the "nervous child." It was against this backdrop that "modern" psychological theories such as 
Adler's Individual Psychology were received.

The  dissemination  of  Adler's  theory  aimed  to  educate  parents  in  raising  mentally  healthy 
children who would grow into mentally healthy adults. While it aligned with discourses seeking to 
foreground the singularity of  childhood,  it  shifted attention away,  to some extent,  from the child's 
capacity for self-organization, in keeping with mental hygiene's emphasis on interventions designed to 
reshape environmental variables. The pages of Hijo mío..! presented the classical Adlerian framework, 
which attended to the child's individuality while placing considerable weight on the influence of living 
conditions and, above all, of parents on the child's psychological development. To build their arguments, 
the popularizers drew on the notion of the inferiority feeling, which in Adlerian psychology served as 
the motivational core of behavior. This feeling could develop at a very early age, stemming either from 
organic inferiority or from educational errors: demanding too much of the child, emphasizing their 
weakness, ridiculing them, lying to them, and so forth.  From this derived one of the central pedagogical 
principles, according to which it was necessary to take the child seriously and treat them as an equal,  
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since due to their physical and psychological inferiority, they might develop behavior contrary to the 
duties of social life. The precept of educating the child and guiding their development along "normal" 
lines was shaped by the Adlerian criterion that equated mental health with the optimal balance between 
the demands of the community and those of the individual. The sense of community thus became the 
ultimate goal of education, bringing together a cluster of values centered on the image of the productive, 
responsible, cooperative individual capable of living harmoniously with others. Against the backdrop of 
rising nationalist ideas and their rhetoric of patriotic duty, the reception of Adler's ideas in Hijo mío..! 
reflects a reading that emphasized social adaptation and the need to subordinate individual satisfaction 
to the collective good. At the same time, the medical appropriations of Individual Psychology in the 
1930s  enriched  the  understanding  of  the  child  by  adding  a  layer  of  internal  conflicts  that  those 
responsible for child-rearing were called upon to consider.
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Working with Dispersed Files: Writing of Queer Lives in Socialist Albania.
Inxhi Brisku.
Bulgarian Academy of Sciences.

As a historian recently working on queer history under state socialism in Albania, I have confronted a  
layered archival difficulty. In socialist Albania, same sex relations were criminalised and punishable by 
imprisonment. However, because homosexuality was categorised as an “ordinary crime” under the Penal 
Code rather than as a political offence, no separate archival fond exists for those convicted. In contrast 
to charges such as “agitation and propaganda” or so called subversive activity, gay men were not officially 
constructed as political enemies of the state. Their files therefore remain dispersed among thousands of 
criminal court records, lacking distinct labels, categories, or visibility.

At the same time, these judicial and administrative files are remarkably sparse. They seldom 
provide access to what historians describe as everyday life. Desires, relationships, emotions, and queer  
social worlds are largely absent from the record. What the archive preserves instead are fragments: brief 
statements, formulaic descriptions, procedural annotations. Yet these fragments are significant. Court 
documentation and petitions for pardon addressed to the Presidium of the People’s Assembly contain  
small but revealing traces. They disclose the age of the accused, their professions, social background, 
and  geographical  distribution.  Occasionally,  they  hint  at  networks,  encounters,  and  forms  of 
vulnerability.

This paper argues that a queer history of socialism in Albania can be also constructed through 
such archival fragments. Rather than treating the absence of coherent narratives as a failure, I approach 
shreds, leftovers, and ephemera as methodological entry points. By assembling these partial traces, it 
becomes possible to outline not a totalising account but a fractured and contingent history, one of queer 
lives  rendered  legally  invisible  yet  socially  present.  Thinking  from  fragments  challenges  both  the 
heteronormative logic of the archive and the expectation of stable, coherent queer subjects. In this sense, 
fragmentation is not merely a constraint but a critical stance for writing queer history under dictatorial 
rule.

Roundtable: Decolonizing the History of Psychoanalysis.
Howard Chiang.
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University of California, Santa Barbara.

Kevin Duong
University of Virginia.

Nica Siegel
Amherst College.

Hannah Proctor
University of Strathclyde. 

In  the  last  decade,  historians  of  the  human  sciences  have  decentered  the  Western  origins  of  
psychoanalytic  history.  This  has  been  achieved  through  several  mechanisms.  One  is  to  exceed  a 
receptionist history by exploring the encounters and production of original psychoanalytic thinking in 
unlikely locations, especially places outside the typical confines of modern Europe and America. Another 
approach is to excavate the anticolonial and antimperial impulses of psychoanalytic knowledge-making. 
A related but distinct method has been the reimagination of left-wing politics and political movements 
in the vested terms of psychoanalytic practice. This roundtable brings together a group of scholars that  
work at the intersection of these various approaches. The focus of the discussion will span from the  
clinic to the social sciences, from political communities to law. 

Centering on the decades between the 1930s and 1960s, this panel responds to the ESHHS 
annual theme on “what we do in the archives.” Panelists will not only share their novel archival findings, 
but they will also speak to the problem of archival research in relation to the politics of psychoanalytic 
history.  On the  one  hand,  this  roundtable  debunks  the  idea  that  psychoanalysis  remains  an  elite, 
Eurocentric  science  by  delineating  its  relation  to  mass  movements,  revolutionary  struggles,  and 
transcultural  competency.  On  the  other  hand,  panelists  will  demonstrate  the  prospect  of  how 
psychoanalysis  rewrites  its  history  through  unconventional  archives  and  rethinks  its  foundational  
thinkers (e.g., Fanon, Winnicott, etc.) through intersection with other fields, including the empirical basis 
of area studies, critical race theory, postcolonial studies, and political theory.

The panel begins with Kevin Duong’s paper, “Légitime Dé fense, or the First Forays of Caribbean 
Freudianism.” His work-in-progress presentation focuses on Légitime dé fense, a little-known Caribbean 
magazine published in 1932 by young Martinican Surrealists. Duong draws on genealogical and archival 
work to reconstruct the biographies of the magazine’s contributors, the better to understand how they 
took up Freud and resituated psychoanalytic theories of the unconscious in the political economy of the 
French Caribbean.

Next, Howard Chiang’s contribution, “The Confucian Freud,” focuses on the work of the first 
native  Chinese  psychoanalyst  Bingham  Dai  (1899–1996).  Throughout  his  career,  Dai  integrated 
competing  intellectual  traditions  into  his  practice  and  argued  for  the  benefit  of  their  mutual  
enlightenment. Chiang will examine the way Dai’s training in neo-Freudianism resonated with the value 
Confucian thinkers placed on social and familial relations. Merging New Confucianism and interpersonal 
theory, Dai practiced an idiosyncratic adaptation of psychotherapy at Peking Union Medical College in 
Beijing in the 1930s. After relocating to Duke University in the 1940s, Dai sharpened two linchpin 
concepts  of  his  approach:  the  primary  self  and  patient-centered  therapy.  This  mature  version  of 
Confucian Freudianism catalyzed the growing import of empathy to psychoanalytic practice in the mid-
twentieth century.

Nica Siegel’s presentation, “Etiology and Revolution: Thinking Exhaustion with Frantz Fanon,” 
will explore the attempts of the radical psychiatrist and political revolutionary Frantz Fanon to develop 
an etiology of exhaustion under conditions of colonial alienation.  Bridging the writings that would 
eventually anchor his legacy, Fanon spent most of his career as a doctor in a small town in colonial 
Algeria.  Building  on  Fanon’s  influences  with  and  against  institutional  psychotherapy—Tosquelles, 
Guattari,  Lacan—and the Algier’s School colonial psychiatry of Antoine Porot,  Siegel argues for the 
political theoretical importance of Fanon’s clinical writings, which respond to the symptoms of the 
colonial  situation,  including exhaustion and refusal,  with  experiments  in  world-making within  the 
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bounds of his clinic, while making critically visible the eventual dissolution of this possibility and the 
turn of his therapeutic imagination towards questions of anticolonial revolution.
The roundtable concludes with Hannah Proctor’s contribution, “DW Winnicott, Social Democracy and 
the British Empire.” Building on arguments made in Carolyn Laubender's The Political Clinic, which 
situates the racial undertones of Winnicott's famous 'piggle' case history in its specific historical context 
in post-war, post-Windrush Britain, Proctor returns to some of Winnicott's explicitly political writings 
from the 1960s to discuss how his engagements with questions of imperialism and decolonization 
complicate the prevailing image of him as a cosy social democrat.

Intelligence and Race: The case of Alfred Binet.
Elisabetta Cicciola.
Sapienza University of Rome.

Alfred Binet’s contribution to the debate on intelligence and race must be understood within the cultural 
and scientific climate of his time, between the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries, when 
biological  and  deterministic  theories  interpreting  individual  differences  in  racist  terms  were 
widespread. In international historiography, Binet is regarded as the “father” of the first intelligence test 
(Carson, 2007; Faber, 1992; Wolf, 1973) and as the most important French representative of laboratory 
experimentalism  (Boring,  1950²,  p.  573).  Before  developing,  in  1904,  his  intelligence  scale  with  
Théodore Simon, Binet did not dismiss any method. During this period, influenced by the dominant 
physical anthropology in France, he flirted with craniometry (Gould, 1996, p. 148). Binet attempted to 
replicate Paul Broca's measurements, convinced that head size was an indicator of greater intelligence.  
He conducted extensive measurements in Parisian elementary schools of students reported by teachers 
as the most intelligent and the least intelligent. Binet also gathered measurements at the Saint Anne 
psychiatric hospital, where Simon worked, but found no precise correlation between his anthropological 
measurements and intelligence. The goal was to identify children with learning difficulties and tailor 
educational approaches to their needs (Cicciola, 2019). 

These studies on craniometry, along with research on cephalometry, physiognomy, and physical 
stigmata, were published in L'Année Psychologique between 1898 and 1904 (Chapuis-Ménard, E., 2007; 
Cicciola, 2008). Binet, in his final article on the subject, published in 1910, which focused on the physical 
signs of intelligence in children, concluded that, despite their empirical importance, these signs could  
not, after repeated measurements and comparisons, be considered stable and meaningful for analyzing 
character  and  intelligence.  Binet  supported  a  psychological  view  open  to  change,  since  “a  child's 
intelligence is demonstrated and proved only by its intellectual manifestations” (Binet, 1910, p. 30).  
Although inspired by Broca in his research, Binet did not adopt a racial perspective. In his work, the term 
“race” was not used in a way that held any relevant epistemological significance. Additionally, it has been 
noted that during the famous controversy around Captain Dreyfus, he supported those who believed 
him to be innocent. (Binet, 1899; cf. Carroy & Plas, 1994). Binet was in fact strongly influenced by the  
naturalist  culture  of  the  “whiggish”  Third  Republic,  dominated  by  a  neo-Lamarckian,  transformist 
conception of nature that he extended to the field of psychology as it applied to education (Foschi & 
Cicciola, 2006).
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A brief review of problems associated with biography in writing the history of science with 
suggestions for analyzing biographical resources.
David O. Clark.
Independent Scholar.

Science is the history of ideas, the psychological products of minds. One of the most difficult 
problems encountered in organizing this history is the complex relationship between ideas and the 
scientist’s  mind.  In  1927 while  dealing with  the problem of  assigning originality  in  his  history of 
experimental psychology, Edwin Boring  was committed to novel ideas determined by the individual’s 
history,  and  his  continued  interest  in  biography  occasioned  the  on-going  series  “The  History  of 
Psychology through Autobiography.” In 2009, another historian of psychology, Kurt Danziger, observed 
that when psychologists wrote the history of psychology there was a tendency to substitute the history 
of a psychologist for the psychology. Although important, Danziger criticized biographies that excluded 
the themes, conflicts, and assumptions that constituted the public debate of science. Historical events 
are overdetermined, and the problem of weaving a coherent historical narrative into a total history that 
describes both the causes of a revolutionary idea while doing justice to the causes of the individual’s  
contribution  can  be  challenging.  Maintaining  a  comprehensive  approach  and  doing  justice  to  a 
psychologically informed biography requires a plan for organizing the analysis of the historical data.

The  intent  is  to  suggest  a  practical  guide  to  organizing  research  that  will  incorporate  a 
psychological informed biography in the historical event. The substance was taken from a select reading 
of the literature of personality science. Paying respects to Sigmund Freud Private University, one pillar 
of this approach is Peter Gay’s “Freud for Historians,” placed in the context of his trilogy of historiography 
for a total approach to history. This is placed in the context of a very brief history of personality science 
beginning with Boring’s acknowledgment of the problem of the psychology of scientists. It moves on to 
consider Robert White’s “The Study of Lives,” including White’s relationship to Erick Erickson’s “Young 
Man Luther.” Contributions by personologist William Runyan on the relationship of psychobiography 
and history are considered. 

From a synthesis of this eclectic reading, an abridged scheme to conceptualize the analysis of a 
historic event in the context of a psychologist’s personality is suggested. The goal is a balanced analysis  
of a the causes of a historical event with a psychologically informed biography. Some of the key issues 
are discussed, and an out line of how to categorize and organize biographical research is suggested as  
practical means of analyzing and organizing biographical information. Although based in theory and 
research, the suggestions are intended to bring the issue into focus and to serve as a starting point to  
deal with the problem of a psychologically informed biography complimenting the historical event.
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The rise and fall of psychoanalysis on BBC Radio: the story in the BBC archive.
Deborah Cohen.
University of Birmingham.

My PhD explores the little-known story of how and why BBC Radio covered mental health and illness in 
its  first  half  century,  approximately  1922 to  1972.  I  reveal  how different  groups used the BBC to 
popularise their approach to understanding the origins and treatments of these conditions. In this talk,  
based on one of my chapters, I examine how and why psychoanalysts used broadcasting with the support 
of sympathetic producers (Karpf 2014). I focus on how two of Freud’s greatest supporters in the UK,  
Ernest Jones and Edward Glover, saw the opportunity to talk on BBC Radio to explain to the mass 
audience the principles of psychoanalysis,  and its applications at an individual and a societal  level 
(Richards 2000). I also show how they were effective at preventing criticism of Freud’s original ideas by 
complaining to BBC leaders and even denigrating others who had a different interpretation of Freud’s 
writings. I show that when Jones and Glover stopped broadcasting in the 1950s BBC producers’ interest 
in psychoanalysis waned and more psychiatrists who favoured physical treatments started appearing 
on programmes.  

There are many questions I have about the commissioning of the programmes for which I have  
no answers, such as why Ernest Jones believed that he had been banned by the BBC until 1932 (Maddox 
2006), and I am very dependent on the BBC’s archives for my source material. However, the archive is 
hard to navigate, even though I know how the BBC worked as I was a producer for many years. No index 
is available to external users, so I am reliant on the archivists who are knowledgeable but not expert in  
any area. As with any archive, there are big gaps in the holdings, particularly those about programmes 
made outside London. I do not know if they have been destroyed or if they are languishing in a cupboard 
somewhere, poorly catalogued. 

In the future access to these written archives will  become more restricted as the BBC has  
recently announced that as part of its financial cuts it is ‘moving to a new model where we will be  
releasing archive content in a programme of regular releases of material (BBC WAC 2025)’, in other 
words the BBC will  decide what  material  is  made available,  and no longer respond to  academics’ 
requests and provide files that have never been seen before. This is a most concerning issue, which I  
hope will be of interest to the conference attendees, As the latest document from a group of over 600  
researchers who are campaigning against this decision states; ‘The use of WAC resources for the writing 
of books, articles and the development of programmes is the definition of soft power… Without question 
it is one of the three most important such facilities in the country, alongside the British Library and The 
National Archives. A crown jewel’ (BBC WAC Campaign 2026)’. The campaigning group also believes that 
the BBC wishes to control its story by reducing access to documents pertaining to controversial issues, 
in addition to saving money.  

I will conclude my talk with an update on the campaign to keep this most valuable archive open 
to researchers, and on how far I have got in seeking other archives to fill in the gaps in my thesis.
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How physical anthropology attempted to study intelligence through observable characters, and 
what that entailed for notions of racial inequality.
Peter Cryle.
University of Queensland.

In mid-nineteenth-century Europe, the emerging discipline of anthropology put forward a claim to build 
knowledge of human beings by studying observable features, particularly musculo-skeletal ones. This 
was physical anthropology in a quite narrow sense. But the very strictness of that disciplinary focus  
threatened to leave anthropology without epistemic access to qualities regarded by many as distinctively 
human—ones that were often referred to in the language of the time as “moral” or “psychical.” First  
among the moral qualities was undoubtedly intelligence. In 1861, the forward-looking Paul Broca, leader 
of the Socié té  d’Anthropologie de Paris, sought to gain access to this field of inquiry by identifying bodily 
characters, notably craniological ones, that could in practice be taken to signify degrees of intelligence. 
Knowledge of that kind, he claimed, was available in the work of comparative anatomists who had been 
to  the  fore  in  the  preceding  decades.  While  expressing  some  reservations  about  certain  methods 
practised by those natural scientists, Broca made much of the research conducted by Pierre Gratiolet, 
who in 1834 had published a detailed study comparing the brains of primates, and had actually joined 
the Socié té  d’Anthropologie de Paris from its inception in 1859. Gratiolet and his illustrious colleagues 
Cuvier and Lamarck had all spoken of “intelligence” as manifesting itself across a range of animal species, 
in a manner they perceived as “natural and graded.” Whenever comparative anatomists spoke of “animal 
intelligence,” it had usually been in terms of the superiority or inferiority—not of particular individuals, 
but of one species over another. Were orang-utans in fact superior to chimpanzees? The question called 
for a careful scientific answer.  So here was a discursive convenience for a materialist anthropology, a 
way of talking about intelligence that had already been shaped by natural history. But the discursive 
inheritance carried with it a heavy conceptual mortgage. The project around which Broca was seeking 
to galvanise his colleagues had from the first made “race” one its fundamental notions. Anthropological 
knowledge was to be built by identifying the distinctive characters of a given race and describing its type 
differentially with respect to others. When speaking of animals, comparative anatomists had spoken of  
a scale of intelligence in which humans were generically superior to all, but when anthropologists began 
by positing differences in intelligence at the level of race, they could hardly do so without talking and 
thinking in terms of superiority and inferiority.

Medicine, “ingenium” and professional guidance: A study of Huarte’s gardener metaphor (1575)
Pengchen Dai.
University of Groningen.

In his book Examen de ingenios (1575), the Spanish physician and philosopher Juan Huarte de San Juan 
posits  “ingenium”  as  the  natural  disposition  and/or  ability  enabling  an  individual’s  successful 
engagement in sciences and arts (Dai, 2026). To argue that “ingenium” is inborn rather than acquired,  
Huarte illustrates his view with the help of the metaphor of a gardener who fails to force the earth to  
yield a plant that does not suit its nature. Just like the earth retains its inherent characteristics and 
preferences despite the gardener’s efforts, “ingenium,” in Huarte’s account, is hard to be altered by 
education or practice. In this sense, Huarte proposes that an individual’s natural inclination toward 
particular disciplines should be carefully examined, since only a training and a profession aligned with 
it allows such “ingenium” to flourish.
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Huarte’s reasoning from individual constitution to suitable professional paths forms the central 
focus of  my presentation.  Previous scholarship has noted,  from one aspect,  the deep grounding of 
Huarte’s work in Galenic medicine and natural philosophy, treating “ingenium” as a bodily concept that  
connects closely to the qualities of temperaments (Pinillos,  Ló pez Piñ ero, & García  Ballester, 1966; 
Noreñ a,  2012).  From another  aspect,  historians  such as  Arrizabalaga  (1989)  have  highlighted  the  
political  aspirations  of  Huarte’s  treatise,  specifically  its  vision  of  social  betterment  achieved  by  
examining each individual’s “ingenium” and assigning them to professions most suited to their natural  
disposition.  What  remains  underexplored  is  how  these  two  dimensions  intersect  within  Huarte’s 
writing, and in particular, how their interaction is articulated through the concept of “ingenium.”

Starting  with  the  gardener  metaphor,  I  contextualize  Huarte’s  argument  by  reviewing 
contemporary medical discussions about temperament and the humanists’ thought about men’s talent.  
My analysis follows the argument advanced by Pinillos et al. (1966) that Huarte’s work maintains an  
“absolute fidelity” toward Galen’s theory of temperaments (p. 83). However, through a close reading of 
Examen, I show that Huarte goes beyond the mere adoption of Galen’s terminology and doctrine. With 
his natural-philosophical understanding of “ingenium,” Huarte grounds not only “ingenium” itself, but 
also its three main components (i.e., understanding, memory, and imagination) in bodily temperament.  
Medical approaches of assessing temperament are thus extended to the evaluation of which component 
of “ingenium” predominates in an individual. Moreover, since “ingenium” in Huarte’s text serves as the 
generative power behind all sciences and arts, this evaluation informs judgments about the career paths 
most suitable for each individual. In this way, Huarte draws on the medical language of his time but 
repurposes it to outline a framework of professional guidance aimed at social betterment. My research 
offers a nuanced analysis of Huarte’s concept of “ingenium” and demonstrates how in the early modern 
period medical theories of bodily disposition were used for educational and political purposes.
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The Reception of Alfred Adler’s Theories in Austria and in the USA: The Origin of Different 
Branches within the International Association of Individual Psychology (IAIP).
Wilfried Datler.
University of Vienna; Austrian Association of Individual Psychology.

In the controversy between Freud and Adler, questions of psychotherapeutic technique and training did 
not play a decisive role. This changed by the second half of the 20th century at the latest: While in the  
United States, Rudolf Dreikurs in particular developed a specific technique of Individual Psychology 
based on Adler’s work, Austria saw a stronger shift toward psychoanalysis. This had a strong influence 
on the development of different branches of Individual Psychology within the International Association 
of Individual Psychology (IAIP). It will be shown that precursors to these developments can already be 
found  in  discussions  that  took  place  in  the  Austrian  Individual  Psychology  in  the  1930s.  These  
discussions were shaped, among other things, by differing interpretations and judgments of Adler’s 
writings and the way he portrayed his relationship with Sigmund Freud and psychoanalysis.
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Divided, Doubted, Dilatory: The Organisational Culture of the British Psychological Society and 
its Role in Perpetuating Prejudice.
Jack Duggan.
University of Leicester.

This paper details significant themes in the organisational culture of the British Psychological Society 
(BPS) throughout its history, especially as they relate to the promotion and perpetuation of prejudiced 
and discriminatory policies, actions, and inaction. Founded in 1901, the BPS is the representative body 
for psychology and psychologists in the United Kingdom. It currently describes its role as acting to 
“support and enhance the development and application of psychology for the greater public good”. This 
is a significant goal for an organisation which, in the first five decades of its existence, was founded and 
often run by psychologists who had openly espoused eugenicist ideals and beliefs. 
Support for the “public good” is defined in part by the BPS as its commitment to equality, diversity, and 
inclusion, a far cry from its beginnings as an organisation run by those committed to an ideology of  
discrimination and segregation. To understand its transition between such polarising ideologies, and to 
face up to its past, the BPS has provided the author of this paper with unprecedented access to its  
previously  closed  archives.  The  Society  seeks  to  understand  how  and  why  it,  and  its  members, 
discriminated against marginalised communities.

To  lay  the  foundations  for  research  on  case  studies  and  moments  of  prejudice  and 
discrimination in the Society’s past, it is necessary to establish how the BPS operated at various points 
throughout its history. Three main themes relating to its organisational culture have emerged from the  
archives and are presented in this paper, drawing predominantly from archival records from the period 
between 1946 and 1970. Each theme contributes to a proclivity for perpetuating or failing to challenge 
prejudice. The first, ‘Divided’, highlights incongruence between the various bodies which make up the 
BPS and exert  influence over  its  direction.  The second,  ‘Doubted’,  refers  to  disciplinary insecurity, 
demonstrating how a relative lack of power and authority of psychology in Britain shaped the direction 
of the BPS. The third, ‘Dilatory’, demonstrates a pattern of the BPS being slow to change and to act,  
lagging and falling behind social progress within the United Kingdom.

In addition to these themes, this paper discusses the experience of utilising the BPS’s archives.  
This includes navigating a research partnership with the BPS, in which the organisation’s archives are 
being used to criticise the organisation itself; the use of long-closed physical archives which were not  
always catalogued properly; and the uses and limits of the documents available within the archive and 
how this stands to shape the overall thesis.
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On Being the  Counterpart  to  Creativity:  Margaret  McFarland’s  Relational  Approach to  Child 
Development.
Elisa Duriavig.
University College London.

Margaret  B.  McFarland  (1905–1988)  is  a  developmental  psychologist  who  occupies  a  paradoxical 
position in the history of the human sciences: widely recognised by those who worked with her as an 
acute observer of human behaviour, a generous research leader, and an intellectual catalyst, yet largely 
absent from canonical accounts of twentieth-century social science. Best known as Fred Rogers’ mentor 
and consultant for the American TV program Mister Rogers’ Neighborhood (1968-2001), McFarland’s 
broader theoretical genealogy and scientific contributions remain underexplored. 

Drawing on unpublished archival  materials  and oral  histories,  this  paper situates Margaret 
McFarland's  intellectual  formation  at  the  intersection  of  three  influential  currents  that  reshaped 
understandings  of  childhood  in  the  United  States  during  the  first  half  of  the  20th  century: 
psychoanalysis,  cultural  anthropology,  and  the  progressive  education  movement.  Together,  these 
traditions challenged earlier  Victorian assumptions about childhood by emphasising the formative 
significance of early experience, the cultural variability of childrearing practices, and the social contexts 
in which personality takes shape. The paper traces McFarland's trajectory through key institutional  
settings that further cultivated her distinctive methodological sensibility: a patient, relational mode of  
observation that valued variability and resisted pathologising.

Educated at Teachers College, Columbia University, McFarland was influenced by the ideas of 
John Dewey, William Heard Kilpatrick, and other progressive educators. She also engaged with the work 
of  anthropologists  like  Franz  Boas,  Margaret  Mead,  and  Ruth  Benedict,  as  well  as  with  that  of 
psychoanalysts  such  as  Erik  Erikson,  Anna  Freud  and  Margaret  Mahler.  These  multidisciplinary 
encounters  shaped  McFarland's  methodological  orientation,  which  combined  careful  observational 
research with psychological and cultural interpretation. 

These strands converged most fully in McFarland’s work as Director of the Arsenal Family and 
Children’s Center in Pittsburgh (1953–1971). Founded as a preventive child-health and research facility 
with  paediatrician  Benjamin  Spock  and  psychoanalyst  Erik  Erikson,  the  Center  evolved  under 
McFarland's leadership into an experimental setting combining clinical observation, parent education, 
and community engagement. Rather than focusing on diagnosing pathology, the Center sought not only 
to theorise but also to embody the social and emotional conditions - trust, reciprocity, curiosity, and  
creativity  -  that  enable  healthy  personality  development.  In  doing  so,  the  Arsenal  constituted  a 
deliberate experiment in openness, social connection, and the generative potential of collaboration and 
human creativity  at  a  historical  moment  when geopolitical  anxieties  prompted much of  American 
society to retreat into self-protection.

Reconsidering  McFarland’s  work  gives  voice  to  an  overlooked  figure  whose  contributions 
illuminate a relational history of the human sciences in the first half of the twentieth century - one 
attentive to the networks and intellectual  mediators through which emerging fields such as social 
psychology,  anthropology,  sociology,  child  development,  and  pedagogy  mutually  transformed  one 
another.  At  the  same  time,  the  project  offers  an  opportunity  for  reflecting  on  the  methodological 
challenges that arise when archival materials are fragmentary or absent, highlighting how historical 
interpretation often depends on navigating scattered sources and reconstructing networks of influence 
that institutional archives leave partially obscured.
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Whose Home is the Archive? Writing the History of Global Psychedelic Science from Southern 
Brazil.
Taylor Elizabeth Dysart.
Georgia Institute of Technology.

Historians  have  repeatedly  interrogated  “the  field”  as  one  of  the  most  crucial  sites  of  knowledge 
production in the human sciences (Kuklick and Kohler, 1996; Benson and Brinitzer, 2022). The field is  
often understood a site of research “conducted at least partially out of doors, in uncontrolled settings”  
with a broader range of actors than would appear in other environments, such as the laboratory or  
museum (Kuklick and Kohler, 1996). Recent scholarship has increasingly demonstrated the affective 
dimensions of field research in the human sciences, attending to how fields are iteratively made through 
relations between “subjects” and their researchers. Moreover, as Rosanna Dent has compellingly argued 
the “field is most often someone’s home” (Dent 2022). However, as both Dent and Joanna Radin have 
discussed, historians of science have often positioned themselves as outside these fields of research and 
relations rather than as part of these layered histories of knowledge production. 

This paper extends these reflections from the field to the archives of the human sciences. It 
does so by exploring how historians might relate to the private archives of human scientists, locked in 
the filing cabinets of their personal libraries or stuffed in unlabelled boxes. It focuses on the construction, 
maintenance, and relations built through the private archives of Dr. Luis Eduardo Luna, a Colombian 
anthropologist who has been central to global psychedelics’ research since the 1970s. For example, he 
and Dennis McKenna were the two primary developers of the Hoasca Project (1993), a biomedical study 
that  examined  the  effects  of  ayahuasca  imbibement  in  the  Brazilian  Amazon  and  established  the 
parameters  for  subsequent  biomedical  studies  of  psychedelics,  especially  in  Latin  America.  While 
McKenna’s  contributions  have  been recorded in  published studies  from the  Hosaca Project  (Grob, 
McKenna, et al. 1996) and preserved in his archival materials at Purdue University’s Archives and Special 
Collections in the United States, Luna’s contributions go unremarked in these same studies, and he has 
instead established his own private archive that cannot exist outside of his home in southern Brazil. As 
a result, much of the global history of psychedelic science, including that of the Hoasca Project, remains 
tethered to the stories available in the archival documents stored in public institutions. Thus, this paper 
asks  which  histories  of  psychedelics  emerge  from the  private  archives  of  human scientists?  What 
relationships maintain, fracture, and shape such an archive, and what does it mean for someone’s home 
to be an archive of the human sciences? 
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From  History  from  Below  to  History  from  Within:  Archival  Practices,  Family  Agency,  and 
Psychiatric Records in Argentina.
Fernando José Ferrari.
Faculty of Psychology, Universidad Nacional de Córdoba.

Since the 1980s, the “patient’s turn” in the history of psychiatry has encouraged historians to shift  
their focus from institutions and professionals toward the experiences of patients. This historiographical 
movement,  often  framed  as  a  “history  from  below,”  has  relied  heavily  on  sources  such  as  letters, 
autobiographies, and clinical records. However, despite its methodological innovations, this approach 
has remained largely centered on the historian as  the primary interpreter  of  archival  material.  In  
practice,  the patient’s  voice is  often recovered,  edited,  and contextualized through a unidirectional 
scholarly operation.

This  paper proposes  a  methodological  shift  from a  “history from below” to  what  I  term a  
“history from within,” grounded in a pilot research experience conducted in Argentina. The study is  
based on the collaborative reconstruction of the life of Julia Marta Albarracín de Lloveras (1884-1927), 
a woman institutionalized in psychiatric facilities in Buenos Aires and later in the Hospital Emilio Vidal 
Abal in Oliva, Có rdoba. The research combines institutional archives, particularly fragmented clinical 
records  and  institutional  correspondence,  with  a  rich  personal  family  archive,  including  letters, 
photographs, and oral testimonies preserved by descendants.

The core innovation of this approach lies in the active involvement of the patient’s family in the 
research process. Rather than treating relatives as secondary informants or merely contextual sources,  
this  study considers them agents in the production of  historical  meaning.  The encounter between 
researchers, archival institutions, and family members generates a multilayered interpretive process in 
which archival, historiographical, and experiential forms of knowledge interact. In that sense, the paper 
also reflects on the archive not only as a repository of documents but as an institutional setting that 
structures access, visibility, and interpretation.

The  case  study  reveals  several  methodological  and  epistemological  challenges.  First, 
psychiatric archives are often incomplete, fragmented, and shaped by administrative and medical logics 
that restrict access to subjective experience. In this case, the clinical file consisted of only three pages,  
abruptly interrupted, requiring reconstruction through indirect sources and through the family’s own 
documentary holdings. Second, materials traditionally considered of limited historiographical value, 
such as repetitive institutional letters reporting “no improvement,” acquire significant meaning when 
interpreted by descendants. These documents transformed an initial family hypothesis of abandonment 
by showing a more sustained, although mediated, familial involvement with the patient over time.

This approach also raises important ethical questions. The restitution of archival information 
to families is not a neutral act: it produces subjective effects, reshaping identities, family narratives, and 
interpretations of past suffering. It therefore requires specific protocols for archival access, including 
historical,  institutional,  and  emotional  mediation.  Such  protocols  are  largely  absent  in  psychiatric 
archives, which are rarely organized to receive familial inquiries as part of their public or scholarly  
mission.

Finally, I argue that this methodological shift contributes to broader debates in the history of  
the  human  sciences,  particularly  regarding  the  actual  uses  of  archives,  the  relationship  between 
historians and lay publics, and the decentralization of expert authority. By foregrounding the interplay 
between institutional archives and living memory, the paper proposes a reconfiguration of historical 
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practice: one that not only reconstructs the past but also intervenes in the present through collaborative 
and ethically engaged research.
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The role of archives in writing library history
Hajnalka Forgách
University of Szeged

Manuscripts and archival sources play a significant role among library history sources. Historians are  
one of the largest and most traditional user groups of archives1. In their work, they rely on a variety of 
archival sources to interpret the past, from personal diaries to government reports. Katherine Bode and 
Roger  Osborne  highlight  three  types  of  archival  sources  that  are  most  commonly  used  in  library 
history  research:  correspondence,  publishing  documents,  and  documents  from  booksellers  and 
libraries2.  "A significant portion of the source material for book and library history researchers consists 
of manuscripts that exist in a single copy." 3 Archival documents trace the unbound history of books and 
are fundamental sources of printed culture. 4 

In my doctoral dissertation, I examine the reading habits and library history of Igná c Ghyczy 
(1799–1870), a book collector, estate manager for the Counts Esterhá zy in Tata, Gesztes, and Mező lak, 
and later for Archdukes István and Jó zsef, as well as a member of the National Assembly. Igná c Ghyczy 
created an extremely colorful and complex collection of books and newspapers from the 18th and 19th 
centuries, rich in both language and subject matter, which was expanded over generations. Two years  
after his death, in 1872, his six children donated his collection of nearly 14,000 books and newspapers 
to the Library of the House of Representatives, thus laying the foundations for today's National Assembly 
Library. The founder's estate mainly consists of works published in Hungarian, German, French, and 
Latin on "politics, law, political science, history, geography, economics, theology, military science, literary 
studies, and belles-lettres." 5   

According to the possessor records, a significant part of the noble family's private library may 
have entered the Ghyczy collection as the bequest of Antal Szent-Iványi (1764–1836), prefect of Tata and 
uncle of Igná c Ghyczy. Archival sources reveal that Antal Szent-Iványi bequeathed his library to Igná c 
Ghyczy in his will: "The books, writings, and drawings found in the Study Room, which were found to  
belong to the Library, were placed in the Library, and together with the entire Library and its belongings, 

1 Millar, L. A. (2017): Archives. Principles and practices. Facet Publishing. 68.
2 Bode, K. – Osborne, R. (2014): Book history from the archival record. In: Howsam, L.: The Cambridge companion to the history of  
the book. Cambridge University Press. 219–236. 220.
3 Vértesy, M. (1977): Könyv- és könyvtártörténet. Módszertani útmutató kezdő kutatók számára. Budapest: Népművelési Propaganda 
Iroda. 20.
4 Bode, K. – Osborne, R. (2014): Book history from the archival record. In: Howsam, L.: The Cambridge companion to the history of  
the book. Cambridge University Press. 219–236. 220.
5 Jónás, K.  – Veredy, K. (1995): Az Országgyűlési Könyvtár története. 1870–1995. Magyar Országgyűlés. 165.; Villám Judit 2024, 
Az Országgyűlési Könyvtár. Országház Könyvkiadó. 36.
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they were given to Mr. Igná c Ghyczy in accordance with the will [...]"6.  As part of the bequest, volumes 
from several members of the Szent-Iványi family were also added to the Ghyczy collection. 

According to the ownership records, several volumes were added to Antal Szent-Iványi's library 
by Jó zsef Klein, parish priest of Felső galla (1763–1799). The inventory of the estate preserved in the 
Győ r Episcopal Archives states that Louis Moreri donated his work Le grand dictionaire historique to 
Antal Szent-Iványi: “Dictionair Historique Morere Spect. D. Anton. SzentIvanyi donatus” 7. This universal 
historical encyclopedia can still be found today in the Ghyczy collection8, along with Antal Szent-Iványi's 
1794 bookplate and supplementary volumes9. 

Archival sources, including correspondence between Igná c Ghyczy and his sons, reveal that he 
sought to pass on his values regarding the importance of learning and knowledge to his children. The 
above case study demonstrates that archival sources are indispensable for reconstructing the history of 
a book collection.
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“It is time for the Italians to proclaim openly that they are racist”:  The science of race in Rome 
from the liberal age to the fascist dictatorship.
Renato Foschi
La Sapienza University of Rome

The human sciences in Rome had developed particularly from the time of Italy's unification until the 
establishment of the totalitarian fascist state. Rome had become the center of the new Italian identity,  
and anthropology and psychology were also considered among the new sciences as serving the new  
liberal state project. During this period, scholars from across Italy were called to Rome to revitalize the  
scientific landscape. Giuseppe Sergi and his students, Sante De Sanctis and Maria Montessori, formed a 
veritable triad that founded a new pedagogical, psychological, and neuropsychiatric approach that had 
become autonomous from strict medical and anthropological research. The notion of race appeared in  
many texts, especially those by Sergi and Montessori during her early “anthropologist” phase. These 
texts, which historians have interpreted in a variety of ways, were mostly in line with a conception of  
races as descriptions of human varieties, and it is hard to find in them an openly hierarchical conception 
typical of a racist use of the notion of race. By contrast, with fascism, a new use of the concept of race  
began to spread, in line with the desires of the fascist regime. In 1938, Guido Landra, a young Roman 
anthropologist, promoted the Manifesto of Racist Scientists, signed by ten prominent academics, mainly 
doctors, anthropologists, zoologists, and statisticians. A comparison of sources from the liberal and 
fascist eras highlights the change that took place among Italian scientists, who radicalized hierarchical 
and discriminatory positions that had previously only been hinted at.
 

From inferiority to power. The reception of Alfred Adler among African American psychologists.
Luciano Nicolás García.

6 MNL OL P 293 1. tétel 26. doboz. Vagyonösszeírás Szent-Iványi Antal halála után, 1837. fol. 93r
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Sigmund Freud PrivatUniversität Wien.

This presentation traces the readings of Alfred Adler by African American psychologists, specifically, 
Francis Cecil Sumner, Mamie Phipps Clark and Kenneth Bancroft Clark. Sumner, who became the first  
African American PhD in Psychology with a thesis comparing Freud and Adler, was one of the mentors 
of the Clarks in Howard University during the 1930s and put them in contact early on with Adlerian 
theories. The Clarks used some of Adler’s notions, such as feeling of inferiority and will to power, in  
different research topics related to racism, segregation and black children psychological development 
throughout 1940s up to 1970s. By late 1960s, Kenneth Clark recognized Adler as one of his major 
references when he shifted his work from the psychological effects of racism to the psychology of Power. 
Despite having a major role in the Civil Rights Movement and the de-segregation of US Education, the 
literature on history of Individual Psychology has barely mentioned the African American reception of 
Adler.  This  process  shows  the  circulation  of  Adlerian  ideas  in  the  USA  beyond  the  Adlerian 
institutionalized circles, and their impact in psychology and key social processes of 20 th Century USA. 
This presentation shows how reception contexts redefine the productivity of a body of knowledge, 
widening an agenda of topics, as well as reinterpreting key notions through new problems, discussions 
and evidence.

Forgotten  Books  and  Hidden  Archives:  Reconstructing  Austrian  Philosophy  during  Freud’s 
Formative Years through Two Case Studies (1870-1900).
Giuseppe Guastamacchia.
University “Federico II” of Naples – SToNe Lab / University of Turin.

Institutional archival practices do not merely document intellectual history – they actively shape it. What 
archives choose to preserve, catalog, and make accessible constitutes a historiographical determinant of 
the first order, directly conditioning which intellectual traditions become visible to historians and which 
remain obscured. This paper demonstrates this principle through two paradigmatic case studies of  
archival practices that profoundly shaped our understanding of the Herbartian tradition as it migrated 
from Leipzig and Prague to Vienna during the 19th century. I begin with a paradigmatic case: Ludwig 
Strü mpell's Die Natur und Entstehung der Träume (1874), a foundational text for Freud's Interpretation 
of Dreams that has received minimal scholarly attention – not due to lack of importance, but due to 
limited accessibility and the broader gaps in our understanding of German-speaking Herbartianism. 
Until its recent digitization, Strü mpell's work remained largely inaccessible, perpetuating these gaps in 
our knowledge of Freud's theoretical infrastructure.

The  text  confirms  Freud's  implicit  assimilation  of  Herbartian  psychomechanics  (see 
Guastamacchia 2026) – particularly the concepts of psychischer Wert. Freud explicitly acknowledged 
Strü mpell’s "apt similes" and relied heavily on his analysis of the relationship between physical stimuli 
and dream formation during sleep state (Freud 2024a [1900]: 197). Yet without accessible archival 
resources, the full extent of this Herbartian influence remained under-explored for over a century (for 
an overview see Coen 2007). Access to Strü mpell's work has confirmed, from both a theoretical and 
textual  standpoint,  that  the  impact  of  Herbartianism  was  decisive  even  in  this  foundational 
psychoanalytic text. Far from representing a revolutionary clinical break from 19th-century psychology, 
Freud's dream theory reveals an "unconscious Herbartianism" – a theoretical debt already hinted at in 
the literature but now demonstrably grounded in the conceptual infrastructure Strü mpell provided 
(Freud 2024b [1926]; see Hollingworth 1930; Assoun 1981; Hemecker 1987).
Strü mpell's case confirms the urgency of systematic digitization plans for key Herbartian archives: the  
Nachlä sse of  Moritz Wilhelm Drobisch (Archiv fü r  Fü rstlich Jablonowskische Gesellschaft,  Leipzig), 
Friedrich Zarncke (Universitä tsbibliothek Leipzig), and the Biblioteca Luigi Credaro (Banca Popolare di 
Sondrio, Bergamo), among others, which contain vital traces of this forgotten European nineteenth-
century tradition.

Strü mpell's case also opens onto a broader question: the "Herbartian Shadow" that dominated 
Vienna during Freud's formative years. Between the 1870s and 1890s, Herbartian psychomechanics –  
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transmitted from Leipzig  (Drobisch,  Strü mpell)  and Prague (Franz Seraphin Exner)  to  Vienna (via 
Zimmermann, Sigmund Exner, Meynert) – constituted the theoretical infrastructure of German-speaking 
psychology. Both Freud and Husserl encountered this tradition during their Viennese apprenticeships. 
Husserl  attended Brentano's lectures (1884-1886) in a philosophical atmosphere Brentano himself  
described as dominated by "a Herbartian doctrine" (Brentano 1895). Yet this “Herbartian Shadow” was 
profoundly  conditioned  by  an  archival  suppression.  In  this  regard,  the  central  case  is  Robert 
Zimmermann's  concealment  of  Bernard  Bolzano's  manuscripts.  As  the  sole  ordinary  professor  of 
philosophy  at  the  University  of  Vienna  (1861-1896)  and  guardian  of  Herbartian  orthodoxy, 
Zimmermann wielded enormous institutional power. In 1903, five years after his death, mathematical  
and  philosophical  manuscripts  were  discovered  in  the  Vienna  Academy  of  Sciences  archives  – 
manuscripts  Zimmermann  had  inherited  directly  from  Bolzano  decades  earlier  and  deposited 
"discreetly," without ever mentioning their existence. Among them was a ready-to-print manuscript on 
a remarkably modern "theory of functions" (Fisette 2021). This raises fundamental archival questions: 
What if Zimmermann had published these manuscripts? Zimmermann's 1888 public battle to ban the 
word "scientific" from the Viennese Philosophical Society's name reveals an ideological closure that 
extended to archival practice (Fisette 2014). The Herbartian Shadow over Vienna was thus shaped not  
only by what was taught and published, but by what was hidden in the archives – a Bolzanian-logicist 
soul that only emerged decades later, radically altering our understanding of Austrian philosophy.

Historians of the human sciences must become more actively engaged with archival institutions 
– not merely as users, but as collaborators in shaping cataloging priorities, digitization projects, and 
access policies. The case of hidden manuscripts and forgotten books demonstrates that "what we find" 
in archives is inseparable from institutional  choices about what is  preserved,  cataloged, and made 
accessible. 

Archival reflections: How archival organization determines research outcomes: Zimmermann's 
institutional control over Vienna's philosophical archives created a "Herbartian shadow" that obscured 
the Bolzanian mathematical-logical tradition, shaping subsequent narratives about Austrian philosophy.

Hidden  networks:  Reconstructing  the  Leipzig-Prague-Vienna  Herbartian  network  requires 
cross-referencing multiple institutional archives (University of Leipzig, Vienna Academy of Sciences, 
Prague University), yet these institutions lack coordinated cataloging or digital exchange policies.

The digital challenge: Preservation and access policies for 19th-century manuscripts remain 
fragmented across national and institutional boundaries.
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Cesare Lombroso and the Making of the Epileptic Criminal.
Júlia Gyimesi.
Pázmány Péter Catholic University.

In the fourth and fifth editions of his influential work The Criminal Man, Cesare Lombroso identified  
epilepsy as the overarching and most decisive root of criminal behaviour (1889/2006). His conclusions 
were grounded in contemporary theories of the psychic equivalents of epilepsy, also referred to as latent 
or hidden epilepsy, which were gaining increasing prominence in nineteenth-century medical discourse 
(e.g.,  Morel,  1852–1853,  1860;  Falret,  1860,  1861).  Lombroso’s  claims  regarding  the  association 
between epilepsy, criminality, and heightened aggression were not novel; they reflected observations 
frequently reported in nineteenth-century psychiatry. Nevertheless, Lombroso distinguished himself by 
synthesizing a comprehensive personality theory of epilepsy and criminality (Lombroso, 1889/2006,  
1902, 1911). 

There is no doubt that Lombroso was one of the most influential thinkers of his time, who, 
despite  facing considerable criticism,  had a  profound impact  on the emerging fields  of  psychiatry, 
psychology—including criminal psychology—and many other disciplines (see e.g., Knepper & Ystehede, 
2013).  His  theory  of  the  ‘epileptic  criminal’  vividly  depicted  the  psychological  and  psychiatric 
characteristics of offenders, bringing to life for readers the psychodynamics of criminal behaviour. 

It  is  also  important  to  note  that  Lombroso’s  theories  linking  epilepsy  and  crime  played  a  
significant role in the stigmatisation and social exclusion of people with epilepsy (Gyimesi, 2022). This  
stigma has deep historical roots, fueled in large part by 19th- and 20th-century medical discourse on 
epilepsy. Such discourse likely also played a role in the severe discrimination experienced by people with 
epilepsy within the framework of the eugenics movement. The first eugenics laws targeting epilepsy  
were introduced in 1895, restricting employment, childbearing, and reproductive rights. Combined with 
exclusionary political ideologies, the theory of the ‘epileptic criminality’ had even more serious social 
consequences.

At the same time,  there is  probably a reason why the idea of  a  link between epilepsy and 
violence repeatedly resurfaced, despite a wealth of empirical evidence refuting it. Several factors may 
have contributed to this persistence: the mystique surrounding epilepsy for millennia, the appeal of  
biological reductionism, and the heterogeneous symptoms of the disorder, which at times captured the 
imagination of the medical profession. By the 21st century, however, it had become clear that empirical 
evidence had definitively overturned the controversial and highly stigmatising theory of the ‘epileptic 
criminal’ (e.g., Monaco & Mula, 2011; Treiman, 1999). As part of the historical past, it has become merely 
an instructive and captivating chapter in the medical, social, and cultural history of the ‘sacred disease.’

The paper revisits Lombroso’s theory of the “epileptic criminal” within the broader medical 
and cultural context of the nineteenth century. It examines how contemporary psychiatric concepts of 
latent  epilepsy  informed  Lombroso’s  interpretation  of  criminal  behaviour  and  how  these  ideas 
resonated within emerging disciplines such as psychiatry, psychology, and criminology. At the same time, 
the  paper  reflects  on the  social  consequences  of  these  theories,  particularly  their  role  in  shaping  
enduring stigma and discrimination against people with epilepsy.
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Individual Psychology and Literature.
Helga Haunschmied-Donhauser.
University of Vienna.

Links  between  literature  and  psychoanalysis  –  or,  more  specifically,  individual  psychology  –  were 
established early on. Prominent and successful authors such as Stefan Zweig, Arthur Schnitzler, Thomas 
Mann, Gina Kaus, and Mela Hartwig engaged with depth psychological theories and practices, both in 
their essays and in their fiction. Within Alfred Adler’s circle, there were quite a few individuals who were 
already active as writers or would go on to become so later, such as Alice Rü hle-Gerstel, Manés Sperber, 
and Otto Soyka. Some of them, particularly Sperber, even contributed to the development of individual  
psychology theory through their literary texts, even if these were often not widely acknowledged by 
individual psychology associations. Conversely, both Freud and Adler engaged with literary texts, though 
their methodological approaches differed significantly. Freud’s own reading of literary texts followed 
“hermeneutic  principles,”  in  which  the  “text”,  not  the  “author”  was  consistently  the  object  of 
interpretation. Adler’s readings were different. They did not refer solely to the text being interpreted but 
also  included  interpretations  of  the  author.  Exploring  the  interdisciplinary  connection  between 
literature and literary studies on the one hand and individual psychology on the other is a genuine need. 
This lecture will undertake an initial search for writers who were in contact with Alfred Adler in any 
capacity (as a student, colleague, patient, friend, etc.) and who explored their relationships, connections, 
and breaks with the teachings of individual psychology in their literary works.

Psychotherapy Case-Writing and “Learning in Cases” from Bernheim to Rogers.
Kim Hayek.
Technical University of Munich.

This presentation returns to the hundreds of pages of case observations of talk therapy published by 
psychotherapists since the late 19th century and to the question of what this textual form did for medico-
psychological  knowledge-making  and  practices.  When  Hippolyte  Bernheim  popularised  the  term 
“psychotherapy” in the 1890s, half of his major book on the subject was spent recounting around 100 
clinical observations of suggestive therapy. Subsequently, his move to textualize and publish hundreds 
of pages of routine cases of talk psychotherapy was taken up by prominent practitioners including Paul 
Dubois and Carl Rogers. On the one hand, these published cases served to document particular a talking 
cure and provide evidence of its efficacy. On the other hand, they also had explicitly pedagogical aims.  
Bernheim’s and Dubois’s case histories appeared in books alongside clinical lectures to their medical 
students,  while  Rogers  disseminated  accounts  of  “every  spoken  word”  of  his  therapy  sessions  in  
significant part to “permi[t] the student to study the course of therapy in leisurely and exhaustive 
fashion” (1942, 261–62). It is on these pedagogical functions that this paper focuses, as I interrogate the 
ways  case-writing on psychotherapy allowed for  “learning in  cases.”  How could a  reader  come to 
reproduce the essence of a form of psychotherapy from these texts? To what extent are there differences 
between the pedagogical modes of reasoning afforded by cases and the ways that “thinking in cases”  
(Forrester; Passeron and Revel) enables the making of generalised knowledge out of particulars? 
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To answer these questions, I argue that we need to examine what kinds of texts case histories 
of  psychotherapy  constitute.  This  paper  therefore  considers  cases  published  by  therapists  from 
Bernheim to Rogers as textual knowledge-making entities that acted and “moved” in their own right in  
their historical contexts (as per Asdal and Jordheim). I ask how the narrative form and textual dynamics 
of  psychotherapy cases articulate with the  ways they functioned pedagogically.  There is  a  notable 
divergence, for instance, between how comprehensively Rogers and Bernheim reported the words of  
their therapeutic speech, and the ways they inscribed their doubts and conceptual reasoning in their  
cases. Bernheim’s first-person narration would seem to allow more space for readers to re-produce for 
themselves  the  process  of  therapeutic  sense-making,  whereas  the  heavy  annotations  on  Rogers’s 
transcribed interviews direct the reader to interpret the therapeutic encounter in a specific manner. Is 
there a tension between accurately “datafying” a therapeutic encounter and reproducing therapeutic 
expertise?  To what  extent  do therapist-narrators  guide their  readers  in  ways similar  to  how they 
interacted  with  their  patients?  It  may  be  that  Bernheim’s  clinical  observations—modelled  on  the 
medical case history genre and collected in their hundreds—promote a mode of “learning in cases” 
distinct from that afforded by Rogers’s phonographic approach, with its exhaustive documentation of a 
single case.

By investigating  these issues,  my paper not  only  contributes  a  textual  lens  to  the  growing 
historiography of psychotherapy, but also seeks to extend scholarship on “thinking in cases” to the 
specific dynamics of case-writing focused on therapy.
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Children’s Drawings as Invisible Archives: Towards a History of Child Graphic Expression.
Camille Jaccard.
Université de Genève.

Long marginalized in historical research, children’s drawings have recently gained renewed attention 
with the development of the interdisciplinary field of childhood studies since the 1990s. One of its  
ambitions is to write history from the child’s perspective, which implies engaging with sources produced 
by children themselves, diaries, letters, oral testimonies, but also drawings, particularly for children who 
are not yet fully verbal (Becher 2024, Gardet 2024, Pignot 2004).

Yet  these sources  come with a  complex historiographical  legacy.  Throughout  the  twentieth 
century, children’s drawings were extensively studied within pedagogy (Pernoud 2003), psychology and 
psychiatry  (Strommen,  1988).  In  these  fields,  they  were  commonly  interpreted  as  spontaneous 
expressions of children’s mind and used to access cognitive development, emotions, or personality. This 
psychologizing framework generated a vast scientific literature and shaped the ways drawings were 
produced, collected, and interpreted within educational and clinical contexts.



40

While  this  body  of  knowledge  contributed  to  the  recognition  of  children’s  drawings  as 
meaningful documents, it also structured the categories through which they continue to be approached 
today. As a result, the recent historiographical interest in children’s drawings raises a critical question: 
can historians mobilize these sources to write history from the child’s perspective without reproducing 
the interpretative frameworks inherited from twentieth-century psychological expertise?

This  paper  argues  that  addressing  this  question  requires  a  closer  examination  of  the 
institutional and epistemic contexts in which children’s drawings were historically produced, collected,  
and archived. In many cases, these drawings were not created as free expressions but within pedagogical 
exercises,  clinical  assessments,  or  administrative  procedures  aimed  at  observing,  classifying,  or 
evaluating children. The meanings attributed to them were therefore shaped by specific disciplinary 
practices and professional expectations.

The oral proposition first surveys recent historical works that use children’s drawings, with 
particular attention to francophone scholarship where childhood studies have recently expanded. It then 
discusses several historiographical challenges involved in treating these materials as historical sources. 
Drawing on insights from the history of epistemology and the material history of psychology, it suggests 
methodological  avenues  for  analyzing  children’s  drawings  while  critically  accounting  for  the 
interpretative frameworks that historically shaped their production and use.

By situating these documents within the institutional  and scientific  contexts that produced 
them, the paper aims to contribute to a more reflexive use of children’s drawings in the history of the  
human sciences.
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Therapy and Rebellion. Entanglements of Therapy and Underground Culture in Late Kádár-Era 
Hungary.
Kata Dóra Kiss.
University of Pécs.

What happens when psychiatric clinics become meeting grounds for underground artists? This question 
sits at the heart of  an examination into how psychotherapeutic institutions and alternative artistic 
milieus intersected in Hungary during the final decades of the Kádá r era. The work traces how particular 
sites of psychiatric and psychotherapeutic practice functioned not merely as clinical environments, but 
as semi-public contact zones where alternative cultural and intellectual practices could emerge—and 
what this reveals about the relationship between the human sciences, political constraint, and cultural  
experimentation under late state socialism.

By  the  1980s,  psychological  expertise  had  become  institutionally  established  and  socially 
visible. Hungary was experiencing its own delayed version of the international "psycho boom"—what 
Kovai (2017) has documented—even as the Socialist regime continued to structure society into three 
rigid categories:  publicly endorsed, tolerated, or prohibited.  Within this constrained landscape,  the 
therapeutic  field  developed  distinctive  ways  of  identifying,  managing,  and  sometimes  valorizing 
"deviance." Drawing on Jó zsef Gerevich's work on "deviant consciousness," one sees how psychiatric 
patients, drug users, precarious youth, and underground artists came to occupy overlapping positions 
within the late socialist  social  order.  This overlapping made possible a particular alliance between 
psychotherapy and the alternative artistic field. In these spaces, "deviance" could become something to  
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reflect upon and critique—not merely a problem to correct—producing a shared sensibility that cut  
across therapeutic and artistic domains.

The history emerges through three institutional nodes in Budapest. The first centers on Dénes 
Goldschmidt's psychiatric community in Pesthidegkú t. The second involves the Nap Street milieu. The 
third is the Kulich Gyula Square Day Sanatorium, which operated from 1978 to 1982. In each case,  
therapeutic  experimentation  encountered  amateur  theatre,  alternative  music,  and  performance 
practices. Oppositional intellectual exchange flourished. Sociotherapeutic and art-based modes of work 
developed organically. Rather than treating art as secondary to therapy, what these contexts show is art 
functioning as shared and relatively protected medium of communication—a way to express, reflect, and 
create new forms of sociality that wouldn't easily fit into official institutional discourse. The focus isn't 
simply on institutions in isolation, but on the relations among therapeutic, artistic, and scientific fields 
that made such encounters legible and operational.

This work is part of a larger research-group project investigating the institutional history of 
psychology in Hungary around the regime change. The broader aim is to understand how psychological 
knowledge and institutions were shaped by—and helped shape in turn—social inequalities and political 
transformations.  The  methodology  combines  institutional  and  social  history  with  the  history  of 
psychological knowledge, drawing also on perspectives from art history and art theory. Sources include 
institutional  and  professional  materials,  but  also  memoirs,  oral  history  interviews,  documentary 
photography, cultural journalism, and artists' statements. One key insight emerged from the archival 
work itself: some of the most informative traces of these interactions come from artistic sources rather  
than psychiatric records. This asymmetry matters historically—it shows how the archive is structured 
by unequal visibility, by what gets recorded and what doesn't.

The  analysis  is  situated  within  the  wider  international  vocabulary  of  anti-psychiatry  and 
institutional critique that was actively discussed in Hungarian professional circles during this period. 
Laing's and Basaglia's challenges to psychiatric authority, Goffman's institutional analysis, and Szasz's 
critique of medicalised deviance provided both a historical horizon and conceptual tools through which 
local actors navigated questions of authority, boundaries, and subjectivity. By centering a post-socialist  
case that remains underrepresented in international historiography, the research demonstrates how 
therapeutic institutions under political constraint could become sites where clinical practice, cultural 
production, and social critique intertwined. It also shows how such histories can be reconstructed when 
their most significant moments were only partially documented.
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“I’m the mother saying ‘you may’”: Joan Malleson’s sex counselling in 1950s Britain.
Janina Klement.
Independent Scholar.

This presentation draws on the audio archives of Joan Malleson’s clinical consultations with women and 
married couples in mid-1950s Britain.  Malleson was a  gynaecologist,  family  planning activist,  and 
psychoanalytically trained practitioner who recorded over a dozen patient sessions on a reel-to-reel 
recorder, in both private practice and hospital settings. These recordings offer rare and direct access to  
postwar  therapeutic  encounters  about  sex,  pleasure,  and  marital  expectations,  making  them  an 
exceptional source for the history of sexuality, medicine, and the body.
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Malleson’s archive sits at the intersection of several intersecting movements that shaped the 
development of the British welfare state: the eugenics movement, the birth control and international  
family planning movements,  and the cluster of  child guidance,  mental  hygiene,  and psychoanalytic 
approaches  institutionalised  most  influentially  at  the  Tavistock  Clinic.  What  makes  the  archive 
particularly  valuable  is  that  Malleson  participated  actively  in  both  the  family  planning  and 
psychoanalytic movements.  Where family planning usually focussed on the biological  and practical 
dimensions  of  sexuality  –  contraception,  sex  education,  sexual  disfunction  –  psychoanalysis 
approaches sexuality through unconscious subjectivity and experiences in early developmental stages. 
Because Malleson moved across both, her recordings offer a revealing vantage point on what happens 
when these two frameworks converge in the clinical encounter.

This paper centres on the question how bodily autonomy was negotiated by Malleson and her 
patients. It engages recent work in the history of the human sciences and the history of emotions that  
has illuminated how psychiatric and psychological knowledge informed the construction of the British 
welfare state,  building in particular on Rusterholz (2019),  the only in-depth analysis of  Malleson’s 
recordings to  date,  who argues that  Malleson’s  therapeutic  model  produced a new form of  sexual  
subjectivity  centred  on  the  articulation  of  emotions.  Complicating  Rusterholz’  account,  this  paper 
identifies two distinct clinical modes in Malleson’s practice: a psychoanalytic mode that emphasised 
mental liberation and autonomous pleasure, anticipating later demands of the sexual revolution, and a 
behavioural mode that subordinated women’s pleasure to marital stability, reinforcing the welfare state 
ideal of the nuclear family. Producing contradictory forms of sexual subjectivity, Malleson’s therapeutic 
invitation to emotional self-expression, the presentation aims to show, was not only not aligned with,  
but might have even worked against women’s exercise of bodily autonomy.

The  argument  this  paper  thus  develops  is  twofold.  First,  that  Malleson’s  consultations 
constitute  an  illuminating  source  for  understanding  how  bodily  autonomy  was  negotiated  in 
conversations about sex, sexuality, and marital expectations in postwar Britain, with the body central to 
what  was  at  stake  in  these  encounters.  Second,  that  Malleson’s  simultaneous  participation  in  the 
discourses of family planning, eugenics, and psychoanalysis produced a hybrid and often contradictory 
clinical framework. This framework reflected a wider cultural unsettledness about the female body in  
the emerging welfare state, about what it signified, and who had the right to define it.
The presentation will also reflect on the archive as such, in keeping with this year’s conference theme.  
Malleson’s recordings raise significant ethical questions: her patients were not informed they were being 
recorded. They also invite reflection on archival selection and bias: which sessions were preserved, 
which patients are represented, how access to these recordings is currently managed, and what these  
conditions mean for historical interpretation.
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Done playing games. Scientific expertise, moral authority, and the (self-)diagnosis of inauthentic 
relationships in the 1960s and 70s. 
Ulrich Koch.
George Washington University.

For a relatively short period in the 1960s and early 1970s, the use of the game metaphor abounded in 
discussions  surrounding  psychotherapy  in  the  United  States,  both  in  academic  and  non-academic 
contexts. This was in part due to the appeal of game theory as a novel scientific frame for studying  
therapeutic and, more broadly, social dynamics that contrasted with – and challenged – then-dominant 
psychoanalytic approaches (e.g., Bernard, 1964; Jackson, 1965; Szasz, 1961, 1965; Bateson, 1972). Yet 
the notion that psychotherapy was a “game” was also invoked pejoratively, by laypersons and critical 
psychiatrists, to rebuke the artificiality of everyday social interactions and the oppressive paternalism 
of mainstream therapeutic practice (e.g., Berne, 1964; Laing, 1967). Framing psychotherapy as a game, 
in  short,  allowed maverick therapists,  critical  observers,  as  well  as  patients  to  challenge both the 
scientific and moral authority of institutionalized mental health care during an era of social and political 
upheaval.  What made the metaphor so attractive was,  of  course,  its  semantic  ambiguity.  The self-
imposed restraints characteristic of games – their rules – could be read as either enabling new ways of 
engaging with oneself and others or as self-limiting. What led to the relatively sudden disappearance of 
this metaphor, I  will  argue, was not so much these semantic ambiguities but a de-emphasis of the  
experimental nature of (quasi-)therapeutic encounters.
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Insides and Outsides: Kestenberg’s concepts of psychosexual development within the Cold War 
trends of American psychoanalysis.
Janka Kormos.
University of Cyprus.

The paper discusses Judith S. Kestenberg’s (1910-1999) concepts of psychosexual development, with a 
specific focus on her propositions regarding the libidinisation of internal organs, inner-genital drives, 
and the development of parental attitudes and sex-specific identity. The paper traces the evolution and 
ambivalence of these concepts embedded in the Cold War trends of American psychoanalysis. 

Through  her  focus  on  bodily  sensations  and  movement,  Kestenberg  (1945,  1954,  1956a, 
1956b) argued for the existence of early vaginal tensions and introduced the inner-genital (feminine) 
and outer-genital (masculine) developmental phases. Later, Kestenberg and Marcus (1979) suggested 
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an  adaptively  bisexual  model  of  adult,  sex-specific  identity.  They  proposed  that  the  divergent  
reproductive development of boys and girls and the integration of inner-genital (feminine) and outer-
genital  (masculine)  drives,  along  with  parental  identifications  and  internalised  cultural  norms, 
collectively contribute to the development of distinct sex-specific identities and parental attitudes in 
adulthood (Kestenberg, 1956a, 1956b, 1968, 1971, 1980a, 1980b, 1981; Kestenberg & Marcus, 1979;  
Kestenberg & Marcus et al., 1994). Kestenberg (1981) proposed that parenthood should be considered 
a distinct developmental phase. She argued that the reproductive drive, present in both sexes, drives the 
quest  for  continuity,  creation,  and  self-renewal  in  human  life  (Kestenberg,  1980a).  She  further  
emphasised that artistic creation, community development, and caring activities are expressions of the  
reproductive drive, broadening her developmental model to include adults without children. 

Kestenberg’s concepts of psychosexual development reflect the interplay of internal debates 
and external pressures that contributed to the Cold War conformist shift in American psychoanalysis 
(Hale, 1995; Herzog, 2016). Her work on female sexuality followed revisionist debates of the 1930s and 
1950s. She critiqued Freudian psychosexual theory for its focus on external genital organs. Nevertheless, 
she  aligned  with  orthodox  Freudian  women  analysts  in  their  search  for  the  ‘essentially  feminine’ 
(Deutsch,  1925;  Bonaparte,  1935/2018;  Birksted-Breen,  1993).  Amid  internal  debates  over  the 
centrality  of  libido  theory  and  the  shifting  disciplinary  focus  on  adaptation,  cultural  factors,  and 
interpersonal  relationships,  Kestenberg  sought  to  preserve  the  status  of  Freudian  drive  theory 
(Kestenberg, 1945, 1956a, 1956b; Herzog, 2016). 

While her emphasis on innate bisexuality and adaptive fusion between feminine and masculine 
tendencies  in  relation  to  parental  attitudes  gestured  towards  a  progressive  view  of  psychosexual 
development at the time,  these formulations were also strongly saturated by heteronormative and 
gender-stereotypical assumptions prevalent within the normative currents of American psychoanalysis 
in the Cold War period. Her work also demonstrated the reactionary competitiveness of American 
psychoanalysis to external pressures from contemporaneous sexology research. Like many American 
analysts,  she engaged in passionate critiques of new sex research and emphasised the authority of  
psychoanalysis in topics of sexuality (Kestenberg, 1980a, 1980b, 1981; Kestenberg & Marcus, 1979). 
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From the concept of ZPD to the practice of dynamic assessment.
Alex Kozulin.
Achva Academic College/The Feuerstein Institute.

The goal of this presentation is to elaborate on the complex history of what today is known as “dynamic 
assessment” (Kozulin, 2014).  The starting date can be set to 1934, when two foundational publications 
emerged from Geneva, Switzerland, and Moscow, Russia. Andre Rey (1934) drew the readers' attention 
to the fact that the standard intelligence testing targets the student’s already existing knowledge and 
skills  while  ignoring  their  learning  ability.  Why,  asked Rey,  don’t  we focus  on  what  can  be  called 
“educability” instead of just checking the current level of the student’s performance? The same year, and 
without any relation to the work of Rey, Lev Vygotsky (1934/2012) presented the concept of the Zone 
of  Proximal  Development  (ZPD).  Vygotsky  pointed  to  the  necessity  of  studying  those  emergent 
psychological functions of the child that are not yet mature. The way to identify them is to engage 
children in a joint activity with adults. Child assessment, according to Vygotsky (1935/2011), should 
include  the  comparison  between  the  child’s  unassisted  performance  and  a  performance  under 
conditions of assisted learning. 

The dynamic assessment paradigm emerging from the works of Vygotsky and Rey focused on 
children’s educability and suggested including the learning phase in the assessment procedure. This is  
in sharp contrast to the standard intelligence testing that forbade any intervention or learning during 
the assessment. For a variety of personal and historical reasons, Rey’s and Vygotsky’s ideas, however, 
failed to capture the attention of international psychological community at that time. 
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The next critical point occurred in the 1950s when Andre Rey became involved in a number of 
assessment projects together with his Israeli student, Reuven Feuerstein. Feuerstein brought to Geneva 
his unique practical experience of working with children-survivors of the Holocaust.  He detected a 
dramatic  difference  between  these  children’s  poor  intelligence  test  results  and  the  high  learning 
potential of some of them. These observations became crucial when, in the 1950s and 1960s, Feuerstein 
and  Rey  conducted  a  large-scale  assessment  project  with  immigrant  children  from  North  Africa 
(Feuerstein et al, 1957). They started with certain “adjustments” of the standard intelligence tests, and  
it took almost ten years for them to develop the full-scale dynamic assessment system (Feuerstein, 1968; 
Feuerstein et al, 1979). Feuerstein not only made the learning phase an integral element of the dynamic 
assessment procedure but also formulated the criteria of mediation that the assessor provides to the 
child during the assessment (Feuerstein & Rand, 1974).

The work of Feuerstein, together with the “rediscovery” of Vygotsky’s notion of ZPD helped to 
turn dynamic assessment  into  a  legitimate  subject  of  academic research (Lidz,  1987;  Sternberg & 
Grigorenko, 2002). Within the dynamic assessment camp, the major point of disagreement became the 
question of learning help provided to children: a sequence of standard prompts or a more flexible 
mediation that responds to the child’s task performance (Kozulin, 2014). The academic acceptance of 
dynamic  assessment,  however,  has  so far  failed to  generate  a  paradigm shift  in  the  psychologists’  
assessment practice.  Standard IQ tests still dominate the professional field. Promising signs in favor of  
the dynamic paradigm, however, can be detected in areas other than intelligence testing, namely in the 
dynamic assessment of reading, foreign language learning, and mathematics (Kozulin, 2024, chapter 4). 
In a sense, such an extension returns us to the original ZPD concept of Vygotsky, which was not limited 
to intelligence tests and called for dynamic assessment of all learning functions.
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The Colonial Birth of a Pioneer: The Transformations of Waclaw Radecki as a Relevant Figure in 
Historical Texts of Brazilian Psychology.
Arthur Arruda Leal Ferreira.
Universidade Federal do Rio de Janeiro.
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Universidade Federal do Rio de Janeiro.

Luiz Eduardo Prado da Fonseca.
Universidade Federal Fluminense.
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Marcus Vinícius Gama Amaral dos Santos.
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The objective of this paper is to make use of a historiographical operation undertaken by historians of  
psychology in Brazil to try to demonstrate the presence of a colonial influence in the Brazilian history of 
psychology, which is created when historical modes of production are imported from central knowledge 
production centers of psychology, especially the United States. This historiographical operation involves 
finding the pioneers or fathers of experimental psychology and establishing them as a gauge of the 
scientificity of this type of knowledge. This operation, when it was performed by historians such as 
Edwin Boring, solidified names such as Wilhelm Wundt as the pioneers of experimental psychology. Our 
interest is to analyze a similar operation that was performed on psychologist Waclaw Radecki, who was 
the creator of one of the first psychological laboratories in Brazil. For this purpose, we will describe the 
reception of his work by his contemporaries and the subsequent transformation of this author into a 
pioneer of Brazilian psychology by Brazilian historians from the 1980s onward. We conclude by trying 
to propose noncolonial forms of production of historical discourse.
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How National Archival Institutions Shape What We See: Infectious Disease Hospitals in Beijing 
and London, 1940s–1960s.
Qiman Liu.
Peking University/The University of Manchester.

This  paper  examines  how  national  archival  institutions  shape  historical  knowledge  through  a 
comparative study of infectious disease hospitals in Beijing and London between the 1940s and the 
1960s.  Rather  than  treating  archives  as  neutral  repositories  of  evidence,  it  argues  that  archival 
organization, preservation regimes, cataloguing systems, and access policies actively structure what 
historians  are  able  to  reconstruct  about  hospital  governance,  infrastructural  development,  and 
institutional transformation. By placing archival institutions at the center of analysis, the paper shifts 
attention from hospital “outcomes” to the documentary systems through which those outcomes become 
historically visible.

The research draws on municipal  and national  archival  materials  in  China  and the  United 
Kingdom,  including  hospital  administrative  files,  Ministry  of  Health  and  municipal  health  bureau 
records,  architectural  planning documents,  and public  health reports.  In Britain,  infectious disease 
hospitals were incorporated into the newly established National Health Service (NHS) in 1948. During  
the 1950s and 1960s, many of these institutions experienced declining patient numbers as vaccination 
campaigns and antibiotic therapies reduced the incidence and mortality of diseases such as smallpox,  
diphtheria,  and  scarlet  fever.  Archival  traces—regional  hospital  board  minutes,  Ministry 
correspondence, financial memoranda, and planning documents—record processes of consolidation, 
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repurposing, and administrative rationalization. The dispersed yet systematically organized holdings of 
local authority archives and The National Archives reflect a multi-layered welfare-state structure in 
which decision-making was bureaucratically documented across institutional levels.

In contrast,  archival materials concerning Beijing’s infectious disease hospital infrastructure 
are primarily preserved within centralized municipal and state archives organized according to political-
administrative hierarchies. During the 1950s, infectious disease control was closely linked to broader 
public health mobilization campaigns and state-building efforts in the early People’s Republic of China.  
Planning directives, construction approvals, epidemiological statistics, and campaign reports are often 
embedded  within  files  related  to  municipal  governance  and  public  health  administration. 
Documentation  tends  to  foreground  policy  implementation  and  quantitative  targets  rather  than 
deliberative  institutional  debate.  Access  regulations  and  classification  frameworks  influence  the 
visibility of internal discussions, local variation, and everyday administrative practice.

These  differences  in  archival  structure  are  not  merely  reflections  of  contrasting  political 
systems; they actively shape historiographical interpretation. In the British case, accessible committee 
minutes and administrative correspondence make visible gradual retrenchment and infrastructural 
adaptation  in  response  to  epidemiological  transition.  In  the  Chinese  case,  centralized  archival 
organization emphasizes expansion, mobilization, and institutional specialization, while the internal 
dynamics of negotiation may be less immediately recoverable. The historian’s encounter with each 
archival system therefore produces distinct narratives of hospital trajectory and governance.

By foregrounding archives as institutional actors rather than passive containers,  this paper 
argues that divergent interpretations of infectious disease hospital transformation are inseparable from 
the documentary regimes that preserve and classify institutional memory. Archival institutions define 
the epistemic boundaries within which the history of public health and medical infrastructure can be 
written.  Reflecting on these dynamics contributes to broader debates in the history of  the human 
sciences  about  research practice,  institutional  familiarity,  and the  structural  as  well  as  contingent 
constraints that archival systems impose on historical reconstruction.
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Between Science and Philosophy: Lacan’s Structuralism.
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This  oral  presentation examines the relations between philosophy and science in  the structuralist  
project  of  Jacques  Lacan.  Its  aim  is  to  clarify  how,  even  while  claiming  a  scientific  status  for 
psychoanalysis, Lacanian theory nevertheless retains a philosophical dimension. The argument is that 
this relation cannot be explained merely by the presence of traditionally philosophical themes in Lacan’s 
teaching (such as subject, truth, desire, or knowledge), nor by his frequent references to philosophers in 
the construction of his theory,  but primarily by the theoretical status of the discourse he develops 
through his recourse to structuralism. The claim advanced here is that, in the Lacanian case, the appeal  
to structuralism destabilizes the traditional separation between science and philosophy, leading them 
to operate jointly within the theoretical elaboration of psychoanalysis.

A widespread interpretation understands structuralism primarily as a general epistemology. In 
this view, the concept of structure would have been originally formulated in linguistics, most notably in 
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the work of Ferdinand de Saussure, and subsequently exported to other disciplines as a method of  
oppositional-differential investigation and reconstruction. Within this framework, philosophy occupies 
a secondary role: it functions mainly as an analysis on the scientific rationality of structuralism or as an  
interpretation of the results produced by this shared method, discussing its applicability or adaptation 
in fields other than linguistics, for example.

Starting  from  the  Lacanian  case,  this  paper  proposes  another  way  of  understanding 
structuralism, in dialogue with recent attempts to revisit the structuralist moment, particularly those 
developed by Patrice Maniglier. Rather than conceiving structuralism as the simple application of a  
scientific method across different domains, I suggest understanding it as a problematic space in which 
different  disciplines  encounter  one  another  not  through  a  shared  methodology  but  through  their  
attempts to address theoretical impasses that lead them to mobilize the notion of structure.

From this  problematic  perspective,  the  case of  Lacan allows us  to  distinguish two ways of 
understanding the relation between science and philosophy within the structuralist  effort.  At  first  
glance, science and philosophy remain distinct domains, each with its own criteria and consistency.  
Nevertheless, they converge insofar as they are mobilized by similar problems that lead them to situate  
themselves within a shared field of structural investigation. A second interpretation, however, suggests  
that the relation goes further: it is not only that science and philosophy confront similar problems, but 
that the structural elaboration itself simultaneously involves scientific and philosophical dimensions.  
The distinction between these domains does not disappear, but it becomes less stable, since structural  
inquiry cannot be divided into a purely scientific moment to which a philosophical reflection would later 
be added. Rather, science and philosophy appear as dimensions that operate together within the same 
theoretical effort.

This second alternative proves more fruitful for understanding the presence of philosophy in 
Lacan’s teaching. Lacanian psychoanalysis does not inscribe itself within the structuralist field as a  
science  devoid  of  speculative  questions,  nor  as  a  philosophy  lacking  a  praxiological  dimension—
something that includes both its claim to scientificity and its clinical practice. What is at stake is an  
operative integration of scientific and philosophical dimensions within the structural gesture itself, one 
that  relinquishes  neither  the  concreteness  and  objectivity  nor  its  speculative  character  of  the 
investigation. The Lacanian case thus allows structuralism to be understood not as a method exported 
across disciplines, but as a space of elaboration in which science and philosophy appear as co-implicated 
dimensions of a single theoretical effort.
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Archive Fever in Liquid Modernity: Memory, Subjectivity, and the Politics of Displacement.
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This work offers a reflection on Jacques Derrida’s concept of archive fever, based on Zygmunt Bauman’s  
analysis of Liquid Modernity and Sigmund Freud’s concept of the unheimlich, to address the social and 
subjective consequences of contemporary digital memory. The aim of this study is to examine how, under 
the conditions of Liquid Modernity, the archive can no longer be understood primarily as an institution  
of preservation or historical continuity. Instead, the liquid digital archive would function as a future-
oriented,  anticipatory,  and  structurally  excluding  system,  which  regulates  memory,  mobility,  and 
political recognition.

For Derrida, the archive is a site constituted by selection, authority, and exclusion, in which 
forgetting is not a contingent failure, but an internal condition of archival power. According to Bauman's 
analysis of Liquid Modernity, social ties, identities, and moral responsibilities have become increasingly 
unstable and disposable, governed by the logic of mobility and consumerism (Bauman, 2000). Thus, it 
can be argued that the archive would operate according to the market logic, allowing specific memories 
and subjects to circulate while reducing others to irrelevance and marginality.
From a Derridean perspective,  this work further argues that archives have undergone a functional 
transformation, ceasing to be retrospective repositories to become, in their liquid versions, preventive 
devices.  Within  a  social  landscape  structured  by  uncertainty  and  fear,  archival  practices,  such  as 
continuous data collection, biometric registration, and the creation of algorithmic profiles, would serve 
to  anticipate  risks.  Memory  is  thus  instrumentalized,  not  to  preserve  the  past,  but  to  manage an 
uncertain future, which would entail forms of diffuse surveillance, such as those described by Bauman  
as post-panoptic power or, in his words, the Synopticon.

An additional aspect of this issue would concern social media and the individual creation of  
digital traces. For this purpose, it is considered relevant to draw on the Freudian concept of the uncanny. 
As individuals actively participate in the production of their own archives through social media and 
digital platforms, previous representations of themselves persist regardless of their original contexts 
and intentions.  When rediscovered,  these  traces  often  seem unfamiliar  and strange,  producing an 
uncanny experience of  self-alienation.  In  a  social  order  that  values  flexibility  and the capacity  for 
continuous self-reinvention, digital memory becomes a restriction on the freedom of movement by 
solidifying identities that were structurally meant to remain liquid.
To conclude, the aim is to examine asylum and forced migration as a paradigmatic context in which the  
political consequences of archive fever become most visible. Contemporary asylum regimes rely heavily 
on archival technologies that tend to reduce displaced individuals to administrative files and probative  
narratives. Applicants are required to present coherent and verifiable accounts of displacement, while 
inconsistencies  are  often interpreted as  indicators  of  deception,  rather  than effects  of  violence  or 
disruption.  

Whereas  Derrida  considered asking a  foreigner's  name an act  of  violence (Derrida,  1999),  
Bauman, in his work Strangers at our door (2016), illustrates how asylum seekers are positioned as  
socially redundant figures, whose mobility is severely restricted, despite having their lives subject to 
exhaustive documentation. Within this framework, the archive ceases to function as an instrument of  
protection and begins to operate as a technology of containment, transforming vulnerability into an 
object of  administrative management.  Consequently,  displaced individuals are deprived not only of 
freedom of movement, but also of the possibility of rearticulating their experiences outside the rigid and 
administratively  imposed  category  of  displacement.  Through  a  critical  dialogue  between  Derrida,  
Bauman, and Freud, this work contends that liquid archival regimes do not simply organize memory, but 
actively participate in the formation of subjectivity, the regulation of mobility, and the delimitation of 
political responsibility.
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From Now On, It’ll Be Total Organization: Archives, Research Collections, and the Production of 
Knowledge in Early Soviet Scholarship.
Sofia Michel.
University of Göttingen.

In the aftermath of the Revolution, the “archive” in Soviet discourse often appeared as a metaphor for 
stagnation, passivity, and obsolescence. Yet the 1920s witnessed an intense reconfiguration of archival  
institutions and an explicit rethinking of their epistemic function. This paper examines the emergence  
of “at hand” archival collections in early Soviet scholarly institutions as a concrete institutional response 
to the mass centralization of archives after the October Revolution.

Archivist and historian Ilya Mayakovsky was among the key architects of the new centralized 
archival  system  of  the  USSR.  Yet,  he  defended  the  necessity  of  smaller,  research-based  archives 
embedded within local history organizations. Such collections, he argued, had to remain “at hand” – 
immediately accessible and organically integrated into ongoing research practice. Central repositories 
could guarantee preservation and authority,  but they could not substitute for the working archive 
required for continuous scholarly inquiry. In this respect, debates of the 1920s reveal an acute awareness 
that archival organization shapes knowledge production.

At the State Academy of Artistic Sciences (GAKhN), founded in Moscow in 1921, this alternative 
model was institutionally realized. Research was organized around commissions and later “cabinets” 
that assembled curated libraries, manuscript archives, and object-based collections tailored to specific 
research programs –  from exploring  the children’s  creativity  to  the  studies  of  art  by  people  with  
psychiatric disabilities. These cabinets functioned in ways comparable to auxiliary research collections 
in the life sciences – zoological, botanical, geological, or anthropological collections maintained within 
universities  and  laboratories.  These  collections  enabled  researchers  to  conduct  collection-based 
research directly, while also serving as a “library” of objects — a structured reference resource that made 
comparison,  verification,  and  further  theoretical  generalization  possible.  The  choice  of  the  term 
“cabinets” was likely deliberate, as it evokes not only rooms for study or work but also cabinets of 
curiosities, which, among others, shaped early modern natural inquiry.

The photographic archive of the GAKhN’s Choreological Laboratory (1924–1929) exemplifies 
this  model  within the human sciences.  Led by the mathematician Alexander Larionov and the art  
historian Alexei Sidorov, the laboratory aimed to explore the nature of artistic movement, including 
modern dance, sports, and labor movements. Their central question — what transforms an ordinary 
movement, such as gait or morning exercise, into an artistic spectacle? — was examined through the  
lens of experimental aesthetics. Instead of measuring instruments in psychological laboratories, they 
used the camera. By 1928, the laboratory had assembled more than 700 photographs, systematically 
catalogued,  indexed,  and  thematically  grouped.  Crucially,  the  archive  was  maintained  within  the 
laboratory itself: it functioned as an “at hand” research collection embedded in everyday experimental  
practice.

The  photographs  did  not  merely  record  experiments.  Traced or  cut,  arranged in  series  or 
shown at  the  annual  xhibitions,  they played different  roles  in  producing knowledge about  artistic 
movements. Although this monumental archive was mostly lost, we still have its inventory and some 
images, and can partially reconstruct the practices of addressing it and showing how its organization 
determined the results of the research. In returning to the early Soviet vision of the archive as an active  
epistemic  instrument  rather  than  a  passive  repository,  this  paper  invites  reflection  on  how 
contemporary archival forms continue to shape, delimit, and enable the very conditions of research and 
knowledge-making.
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Child Psychology Across Borders: Telma Reca and the Circulation of Child Guidance Practices.
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This paper examines the emergence of child guidance practices and new psychological approaches to 
childhood  in  mid‑twentieth‑century  Argentina,  situating  this  process  within  a  broader  web  of 
transnational exchanges linking the United States, Central Europe, and Argentina. During the 1930s and 
1940s, childhood and child psychology became central concerns in public health, education, and social  
reform across the Americas. U.S.-based philanthropic foundations and international agencies promoted 
mental hygiene programs as part of efforts to cultivate emotionally stable citizens and prevent deviant 
behavior from an early age (Ramacciotti, 2017). Yet these models did not circulate in isolation: they were 
themselves  shaped  by  European  traditions  in  psychiatry,  psychoanalysis,  criminology,  and 
developmental psychology. As Argentine professionals trained abroad, they reworked these intertwined 
influences and helped reshape national understandings of childhood, development, and criminality.

A key figure in these transformations was Argentine physician Telma Reca. After earning her 
medical  degree from the University of  Buenos Aires in 1928,  a  setting deeply informed by Italian 
Criminology, French Psychiatry, and early psychoanalytic currents, Reca traveled to the United States in 
1930 with support from the Institute of International Education and Vassar College (Briolotti, 2021;  
Ramacciotti, 2018). There, she studied U.S. child guidance clinics and juvenile courts, encountering an  
interdisciplinary  psychiatric–psychological–social  work  model  itself  rooted  in  earlier  European 
developments,  including  British  Child  Guidance  experiments,  Viennese  Psychoanalysis,  and  Swiss 
Developmental Psychology. Upon her return, she reported on her experience in a prize‑winning 1932 
thesis  and founded Argentina’s  first  Child Guidance Clinic  in 1934,  which she directed until  1960. 
Ongoing ties to the Rockefeller Foundation and to U.S. research centers, supported by Nobel laureate 
Bernardo Houssay, allowed her to deepen these inter-American and transatlantic connections.

Using Reca’s trajectory as a central thread, this paper explores how European and U.S. scientific  
models  converged  in  Argentina  and  how  local  professionals  reshaped  these  models.  Reca’s  clinic 
blended Psychoanalysis,  Behaviorism, and Clinical  Medicine,  reflecting both longstanding European 
intellectual lineages and newer North American institutional forms. Her approach reframed childhood 
as a distinct psychological stage and introduced a social and affective understanding of delinquent or 
problematic  behavior,  moving  beyond  overwhelmingly  biological  or  constitutional  explanations 
characteristic of earlier European‑influenced criminology in Argentina. The clinic quickly became a 
regional  hub,  attracting  trainees  from  across  the  Americas  and  helping  to  disseminate  hybrid 
psychotherapeutic practices.

This work contributes to scholarship on the circulation of scientific knowledge by showing how 
inter-American  exchanges  intersected  with  enduring  European  influences.  While  historians  have 
highlighted the role of U.S. philanthropic organizations in shaping public health (Birn, 2014), fewer 
studies have examined how psychology and child mental health were constructed through triangular 
exchanges between Latin America,  the United States,  and Europe (Briolotti,  2017). By attending to 
diplomatic networks, scientific migrations, philanthropic funding, and the role of venues such as the Pan 
American Child Congresses, I show how ideas about childhood were forged at multiple scales.

I argue that child guidance in Argentina was not simply an importation of U.S. expertise, nor a  
mere continuation of European traditions, but the product of a complex, multi-directional circulation of 
knowledge. Through Reca’s work, psychological models acquired abroad were selectively adapted to 
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Argentine contexts, generating durable new frameworks for understanding childhood, family life, and 
the governance of behavior in modern Argentina.
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Estrangements:  From the Science of  ‘Interpersonal  Rejection’  to  Self-diagnoses of  ‘Going No 
Contact’.
Jill Morawski.
Wesleyan University.

Family estrangement, the severing of contact between members of a family, has a long history, one  
reflected in moral and religious writings. It also has became the object of psychological analysis. By the  
end of the twentieth century, psychological research had produced various functional constructs and 
incorporated  scientific  models  of  social  interaction  and  clinical  models  of  remediation.  Studies  of 
“estrangement” or “interpersonal rejection” typically employ empirical methods to determine causes 
and consequences of intentional distancing between family members. Many focus on the psychology of 
the rejected member and ascertaining means to reunite the estranged parties. This established research 
domain is  contrasted with  the  increasingly  available  self-diagnoses  providing  complex therapeutic  
reasoning  about  estrangement  —  “going  no  contact”.  Whereas  the  scientific  research  has  sought 
factors  predicting  separation  and  its  consequences  for  the  rejected,  the  self-diagnoses  of  popular 
therapeutics instead center the instigator of the alienation, describing the harms done to them with an 
array of psychological concepts, including narcissism, abuse, toxicity, and denial.  And whereas scientific 
studies display a normative interest in repairing estrangements, the self-diagnoses featured online and 
in books do not. The contrast between these viewpoints on estrangement illumines evolving conditions 
of  psychology’s  expertise  (De  Vos,  2020)  and individualism  (Sugarman,  2015)  as  well  as  archival  
challenges in the history of therapeutic culture.
 
References
- De Vos, J. (2020). Digital therapeutic culture.  In D. Nehring, O. J. Madsen, E. Cabanas, et al. (Eds.), The Routledge 
International Handbook of Global Therapeutic Cultures (pp. 233–244). Routledge.
- Sugarman, J. (2015). Neoliberalism and psychological ethics. Journal of Theoretical and Philosophical Psychology,  
35(2), 103-116.

Young Geniuses and their Personal Characteristics: A Contextualization of Catherine Cox’s Thesis 
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One of the oldest methods to learn about the psychological characteristics of geniuses consists in the  
study of biographies. Francis Galton used such an approach in his “Hereditary Genius” (1869) in which 
he explored the biographies of great men. Following Galton’s lead, James Mckeen Cattell tried, several  
decades later, to quantify “eminence” by developing a list of the 1000 individuals who occupied the most 
space across a number of encyclopedias and other reference works (Cattell, 1903; Ball, 2014; Sokal,  
1980). 

As  part  of  this  tradition,  we  find  Catharine  Cox’s  research,  published  1926,  on  “The  early  
mental traits of three hundred geniuses” (vol. II of the series on: “Genetic studies of genius”). It was the 
outcome  of  her  work  as  a  doctoral  student  under  the  supervision  of  Terman.  There  she  used 
“historiometry”, a new quantitative method employed to deduce an estimation of the intelligence level 
of youngsters from the past, who later would make widely known contributions in fields such as politics, 
art, literature, science, philosophy and religion. The assessment was based on historical accounts about 
their  early  psychological  development.  Thus,  the  procedure  required  a  translation  of  biographical 
descriptions into the psychometric language of intelligence testing (Ball, 2014, Simonton, 2014). 

In contrast to the great number of publications focusing on Galton’s and Cattell’s research (see,  
e.g., Goldstein 2012; Sokal, 1980, and many others), Cox’s thesis has not yet attracted wide attention  
among historians. Furthermore, Simonton et al.’s publications (2009, 2014, 2020; Robinson & Simonton, 
2013) examine Cox’s work with the aim to celebrate Cox as a “forerunner” of historiometry. It seems to 
me that a critical, historical-contextual appraisal of Cox’s thesis is still missing. In the present talk, I plan 
to take a step into that direction, putting her work in relation to a series of publications produced in that 
time  period  (especially  in  Europe)  by  Webb,  Lombroso  and  others,  dealing  with  personality  and 
intelligence (genius). Although my talk focusses mainly on her thesis, my aim is to discuss Cox’s work  
within the broader intellectual and social context of her time, moving beyond the narrow, lineal narrative 
about the Anglo-Saxon psychometrical tradition going from Galton to Cox. The questions I will address 
are: To which level did Cox’s personal background shape her idea about genius? How did she deal with 
intelligent  women?  Which was  the  relationship  between  her  work  and the  pathological  views  on 
geniuses forwarded around that time by some psychiatrists? 
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From National Archives to Local Collections: Towards a Canon of the Croatian Enlightenment?
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Recent historical investigations of the Croatian Enlightenment aim at dealing with source material, and 
evaluation of the state of affairs in historiography. Even though there are many published sources and 
case studies that speak to the topic of cultural, intellectual and political history of the 'long' 18th century 
in Croatia,  they predominantly focus on 'prominent'  individuals or key institutions.  Alleviating the 
discrepancy  between  particular  historiographic  interests  and  available  archival  sources  through 
extensive research has so far yielded some results. It has also made it clear that tackling the traditional  
idea of archives as institutions of objective authority is of essence. While often perceived as neutral  
repositories of the past, the archives are also places of their own organizational methodology, capacity 
and spatial logic.

These observations and their repercussions for the nature of archival research on the topic of 
the Croatian Enlightenment have accompanied recent  attempts to collect  and contextualize source 
records relating to various aspects of  intellectual  and cultural  life.  This paper aims to present the 
experience and results  stemming from mapping of  legal  knowledge,  which,  newly reformed in the 
mid-18th century, was one of the cornerstones of intellectual exchange in academic circles in the late  
enlightenment. Natural, public, and the law of the nations were given primary significance in the higher 
educational curricula throughout the Monarchy. This legal material was also taught by professional  
jurists at the only higher educational institution in Croatian lands during the late enlightenment period, 
the Royal Academy of Sciences in Zagreb. The legal teachings at the reformed University of Vienna, but 
also the central political body for education in Buda (from 1784 Pest), defined the educational policy  
and content of legal knowledge which was taught by the professors at the Academy. Therefore, the 
archival research of legal texts which were produced and used in Zagreb, must overcome contemporary 
national boundaries, language barriers, and the specific organizational logic of national and university 
archives. 

However, in an attempt to envision a canon of legal texts, the practice of collecting the source 
material by recognizing the spatial and archival distribution of known and accessible legal works is not 
the only condition that has to be considered. Apart from administrative records on legal education and 
institutionally  recognized  body  of  legal  literature,  Enlightenment  professors  harboured  their  own 
interests in teaching and producing new knowledge. The investigation of individual professors' records 
and private libraries can in this sense prove indicative. Professor Vinko Kalafatić (1747-1792) held the 
chair  of  natural,  public  and the law of  nations in  Zagreb and his  works are preserved in  archival 
repositories in various known locations. However, disagreeing with the josephinist reforms of education 
and religious life, he abandoned the position and became a local parish priest in the village of Pokupsko. 
Only  recently  discovered  in  the  parish  archives,  which  are  not  organized  according  to  archival 
conventions,  Kalafatić's  collection  of  books  speaks  to  his  intellectual  interests  in  legal  material,  
particularly canon law. Their content also contradicts the imagined body of 'mainstream' legal literature. 
Therefore, bibliometrical or content analysis of Enlightenment legal texts has to take into consideration 
various archival repositories of a profoundly local character. Investigation of Kalafatić's personal book 
collection in Pokupsko highlights the issues of archival spatial and organizational conditioning. Bearing 
these in mind, an attempt to evaluate the significance of local material against archival records in the 
central  institutions  of  Vienna,  Budapest  and  Zagreb,  can  serve  as  a  stepping  stone  for  a  more 
comprehensive approach to evaluating the canon of the enlightenment legal texts in Croatia.
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How to Make Self-Diagnosing Subjects? The Case of Violence Prevention.
Stéphanie Pache.
Université du Québec à Montréal.

A colleague recently recounted that they and another coworker had begun, somewhat playfully,  to 
appropriate the psychological vocabulary of everyday harm that permeates contemporary managerial  
and political discourse—terms such as microaggression, trauma, violence, or trigger. Yet over time, they 
observed that even this ironic usage subtly transformed their own interpretive frameworks: conflicts 
and hostile remarks that they had initially sought to resist psychologizing were gradually reclassified as 
microaggressions or instances of violence. This anecdote illustrates well the performative capacity of 
psy language to reshape reality, effectively reconfiguring how individuals apprehend and make sense 
of their social world.

This  paper conceptualizes  the phenomenon in  question as  the production of  what may be 
termed self‑diagnosing subjects. To develop this argument, it examines the historical genealogy through 
which  interpersonal  violence—and  efforts  to  prevent  it—became  increasingly  articulated  within 
psychological terminology. How did we arrive at a moment in which uncomfortable, negative, or violent 
experiences, as well as our interactions and affective responses to them, are routinely diagnosed through 
psychological categories? I begin by briefly tracing the historical entanglements between experiences of 
oppression, abuse, and violence, on the one hand, and psychological epistemologies on the other, while 
also discussing the methodological challenges that arise when documenting such a wide-ranging and 
heterogeneous set of historical developments (Levine 2021, Pache 2021).

My  analysis  centers  on  the  recent  history  of  violence‑prevention  programs,  which  I  argue 
complicates  the  study  of  self‑diagnosing  subjects.  This  history  highlights  the  hegemony  of  a 
public‑health paradigm (Hemenway 2009) and emphasizes the role of institutions in disseminating psy 
categories through which individuals come to identify and label “violence.” Such programs draw on 
pedagogical and psychological frameworks to instruct students and employees in recognizing—and 
effectively self‑diagnosing—“harmful” social interactions. Examining these initiatives, which promote 
“healthy relationships”  through the cultivation of  self‑diagnostic  competencies,  also raises  broader 
questions concerning knowledge/power relations and the contested boundaries of legitimate expertise 
within self‑diagnosis practices more generally.

References
- Hemenway, D. (2009).  While We Were Sleeping: Success Stories in Injury and Violence Prevention . University of 
California Press.
- Levine, E. C. (2021). Rape by the numbers: Producing and contesting scientific knowledge about sexual violence. 
Rutgers University Press.
- Pache, S. (2021). ‘Healthy’ Relationships: Feminism and the Psy Disciplines in the Political History of Sexual 
Violence in Contemporary America. In A. Giami & S. Levinson (Eds.), Histories of Sexology (pp. 61–79). Springer.

The  computational  turn  in  psychological  research:  Methodological  change  and  disciplinary 
boundaries.
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Since the emergence of contemporary psychology in the late nineteenth century, quantitative methods 
derived from the natural sciences have played a central role in its establishment as a scientific discipline 
and socially relevant field (Danziger, 1994). Carefully designed experimental practices helped define the 
object of psychological inquiry and laid the groundwork for statistical investigation (Stigler, 1992). In  
the mid-twentieth century, inferential statistics was rapidly institutionalized as a core component of 
psychology’s  methodological  toolkit  (Gigerenzer  et  al.,  1990;  Gigerenzer  &  Murray,  1987).  The 
widespread  adoption  of  the  null-hypothesis  significance  testing  (NHST)  framework  standardized 
research designs and provided psychologists with shared decision rules for drawing conclusions from 
data.  This  statistical  framework  helped  consolidate  scientific  psychology  in  the  latter  half  of  the 
twentieth century, providing a common methodological core and an epistemic foundation for its claims 
to scientific objectivity (Flis & van Eck, 2018).

Since the late 1980s, developments in computational power, algorithmic techniques, and data 
infrastructures have enabled the growing use of neural networks, simulation models, and, more recently, 
machine-learning procedures across a wide range of scientific fields, while remaining comparatively 
marginal within mainstream psychological methodology. These developments signal a broader shift  
within statistics,  often described as a divide between two cultures of modelling: a “data modelling 
culture,”  oriented  toward  inference  about  underlying  stochastic  processes,  and  an  “algorithmic 
modelling culture,” oriented toward prediction (Breiman, 2001). For a discipline historically organized 
around  inferential  reasoning  and  hypothesis  testing,  this  emerging  algorithmic  culture  poses  a 
historically  significant  question:  does  the  computational  turn  represent  an  opportunity  for 
methodological diversification, or does it signal a redistribution of psychological research and expertise 
across disciplinary boundaries?

While  the  twentieth-century  history  of  statistical  method  in  psychology  has  been  well 
documented,  far  less  attention  has  been  given  to  the  spread  of  computational  and  algorithmic 
approaches  since  the  late  1980s.  Drawing  inspiration  from  Rucci  and  Tweney’s  (1980)  historical  
reconstruction of the introduction of ANOVA into psychology, the aim of this presentation is to trace the 
diffusion  of  early  computational  and  algorithmic  approaches  in  psychological  research  through  a 
systematic analysis of scientific publications and early machine-learning conference proceedings. The 
analysis  proceeds  along  two  analytically  distinct  lines.  The  first  concerns  the  integration  of  
computational methods within scientific psychology: to what extent have algorithmic modelling and 
machine-learning  approaches  been  incorporated  into  disciplinary  journals,  and  how  have  they 
interacted with existing research designs and inferential practices? The second concerns the movement 
of psychological topics, concepts, and datasets into computational fields, most notably computer science, 
data  science,  and  complex  systems  research,  where  psychological  questions  are  taken  up  and 
reformulated in algorithmically articulated epistemic terms.

Following both trajectories allows us to explore where psychological knowledge is produced, 
circulated, and authorized during the computational turn. By placing these developments within the 
longer  history  of  psychology’s  reliance  on  statistical  inference,  the  paper  asks  whether  the 
computational turn simply expands the discipline’s methodological repertoire or whether it may also 
contribute to a shift of epistemic authority toward neighbouring disciplines. If the institutionalization of 
inferential statistics in the mid-twentieth century helped stabilize psychology as a coherent scientific 
enterprise, the contemporary rise of algorithmic modelling may mark a more ambivalent moment—one 
in which methodological innovation is accompanied by a redistribution of epistemic authority across  
disciplinary boundaries.
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Reframing Psychology’s Past: APA Apology, Archival Silences, and Firmin’s Legacy.
Gina Philogène.
Sarah Lawrence College/City University of New York.

In  October  2021  the American  Psychological  Association (APA)  issued  a  formal  apology  to  Black, 
Indigenous,  and People  of  Color  (BIPOC)  communities  for  its  role  in  promoting  and perpetuating 
systemic racism. The apology followed extensive institutional work, including committees tasked with 
investigating psychology’s historical involvement in racial hierarchies and others dedicated to drafting  
and disseminating the statement. While this apology acknowledges the discipline’s past in contributing 
to the crystallization of negative social representations of people of color, reinforcing hierarchies that  
position whiteness as superior, it should not be understood as an endpoint. Rather, it should be seen as 
a starting point for deeper historical reflection. Such reflection raises important archival questions: how 
the historical record of psychology has been constructed, which voices have been preserved, and which 
have been marginalized or excluded from disciplinary memory. The discipline’s institutional archives, 
canonical texts, and intellectual genealogies often privilege dominant perspectives while leaving other 
contributions  obscured.  Yet  some  marginalized  historical  documentation  reveals  a  less  visible 
intellectual  landscape  shaped  by  neglected  counter-narratives  that  challenged  dominant  racial  
ideologies at the very moment they were becoming institutionalized within science.

One particularly significant example is the work of Anténor Firmin, a Haitian anthropologist, 
diplomat, and intellectual whose writings directly challenged the racial theories advanced by Arthur de 
Gobineau. In 1885 Firmin published De l’égalité  des races humaines (The Equality of the Human Races), 
a systematic critique of Gobineau’s Essay on the Inequality of the Human Races. In this work Firmin 
rejected the pseudo-scientific foundations of racial hierarchy and argued for the fundamental unity and 
equality of humanity. Drawing on anthropology, history, linguistics, and comparative cultural analysis, 
he demonstrated that differences among human groups could not justify claims of innate superiority or 
inferiority. Instead, Firmin emphasized the historical and social factors shaping human development and 
insisted that all peoples possessed the same intellectual and moral potential. His book thus offered one 
of the earliest rigorous scholarly refutations of scientific racism produced by a scholar of African descent.
Already well known among Black intellectuals, Firmin later encountered W. E. B. Du Bois at the First 
Pan‑African Conference in London (July 23–25, 1900), where they joined other thinkers and activists 
in confronting colonial racism and asserting the political and intellectual rights of people of African 
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descent worldwide. At a time when scientific racism was gaining authority in European and North 
American intellectual circles, Firmin articulated a rigorous humanist critique grounded in the equality 
of human beings and the recognition of the historical contributions of African civilizations.

Despite the significance of this intervention, Firmin’s work remained largely absent from the 
canonical archives of psychology and related disciplines.  Revisiting his writings highlights how the 
organization  of  archives,  disciplinary  boundaries,  and  institutional  priorities  shape  the  histories 
scholars are able to reconstruct. Recovering Firmin’s contributions therefore underscores the historian’s 
task of interrogating archival silences and examining how institutional archives structure the narratives 
that become part of disciplinary memory. Recognizing and amplifying such voices not only confronts 
psychology’s historical exclusions, but also restores a broader intellectual landscape in which scholars  
of color actively contested racist knowledge claims. Engaging with Firmin’s work thus contributes to a 
more inclusive historiography of the human sciences while affirming enduring traditions of resistance 
and the intellectual legacies of communities historically marginalized within academic institutions.

Social Adjustment and Personality in the Chicago Black Belt, 1935-1945.
Petteri Pietikäinen.
University of Oulu.

My  presentation  examines  the  so‑called  Cayton–Warner  project,  directed  by  the  newly  recruited 
University of Chicago anthropologist and sociologist W. Lloyd Warner and financed by the New Deal 
agency Works Progress Administration between roughly 1935 and 1940. African American sociologist 
Horace R. Cayton served as co‑director and principal investigator of this massive study, which examined 
the entire Black community in New Deal–era Chicago with the assistance of a field staff of approximately 
150 WPA workers. Originally focused on juvenile delinquency, the Cayton–Warner project was quietly 
expanded to encompass the city’s entire African American population. The research materials produced 
included statistical data, thousands of interviews, questionnaires, administrative records, psychiatric 
case files, life histories, and autobiographies. The project’s aims were twofold: first, to determine the 
types  of  social  adjustment  and  personality  development  among  adults  and  adolescents  through 
systematic observation and classification; and second, to analyze how the social fact of being African  
American  shaped  these  developmental  and  adaptive  processes  by  examining  the  social  and 
psychological dynamics at work.

Drawing  on  both  archival  material  and  published  works,  my  presentation  examines  two 
conference papers and two books in which questions of personality development and adjustment were 
explicitly addressed. At a symposium organized in November 1938 by the Society for Research in Child  
Development  and chaired by  Chicago sociologist  Ernest  Burgess,  sociologist  Buford H.  Junker  and 
psychiatrist  Walter Adams presented findings from their research in the Chicago Black Belt.  Their 
central  question  concerned  the  possible  effects  of  Black  youths’  minority  racial  status  on  their 
personality development. A few years later, W. Lloyd Warner, Junker, and Adams published Color and 
Human  Nature  (1941),  a  book  based on  the  Cayton–Warner  project,  in  which  they  discussed the 
development of  African American personality and what they regarded as the determinants of  that 
development.  The  most  significant  outcome  of  the  Cayton–Warner  project,  however,  was  Black 
Metropolis (1945), the landmark study Cayton co‑authored with his African American colleague St. Clair 
Drake. Black Metropolis stands as a landmark work in Chicago sociology,  illuminating the complex 
processes through which African Americans adapted to life in a Northern city.

The  argument  of  my  presentation  is  that  the  Cayton–Warner  project’s  main  conclusions 
emerged from three intellectual currents: first, Chicago sociology’s longstanding preoccupation with 
social, personal, and racial adjustment; second, the “culture and personality” studies that were highly 
influential in U.S. social science during the 1930s (and adopted as a research program by the Social 
Science Research Council); and third, W. Lloyd Warner’s anthropological, community‑level approach to 
social life (he contributed a “Methodological Note” to Black Metropolis). Although Black Metropolis did 
not receive the same level of recognition or acclaim as Gunnar Myrdal’s massive study An American 
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Dilemma (1944), it is now regarded as one of Chicago sociology’s classic works on urban life in the 
United States.
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Women and Madness in the Eighteenth Century: A Case of Prophecy and Eroticism at the Decline 
of French Female Mysticism.
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The French mystical tradition, which developed later than its Spanish or Italian counterparts, reached 
its peak in the seventeenth century. The so-called “new spirituality”, with its emphasis on the practice of 
pure  love,  contemplative  prayer,  and  passive  interiority,  revived  theological  controversies  and 
threatened the hierarchical order of both society and the Church, as spirituality was increasingly opened 
to women—particularly suited to such practices—and as experiential and affective forms of devotion 
were privileged over learning and rational argument (Sluhovsky, 2007).

This  new  spirituality  soon  came  under  attack,  and  criticism  often  adopted  a  strongly 
misogynistic tone. In 1657, the French Carmelite Jean Chéron denounced what he saw as the imposture 
of these femmelettes (“silly little women”), supposedly driven by vanity, melancholy, and an overactive 
imagination (Sluhovsky, 2007; Maumigny-Garban, 2022). Suspicion and discredit surrounding female 
mysticism led first to accusations of witchcraft or demonic possession and later to a gradual process of 
medicalization,  in  which  mystical  experiences  were  reinterpreted  as  symptoms  of  melancholy, 
disordered imagination, or hypochondria. In 1736, the Jansenist physician Philippe Hecquet refers to an 
epidemic of convulsions, hysterical vapors of a “melancholic, uterine, or erotic” nature that give rise to  
delirium (Yampolsky, 2022). Mystical experience, increasingly sexualized, thus ceased to be understood 
as divine revelation and increasingly came to be seen as a mental disorder, often resulting in confinement 
– a practice deeply entangled with madness in seventeenth-century France (Williard, 2020). Frequently 
associated with sin, women were imprisoned for a range of transgressions (Riley, 2001).

These measures belong to the early phase of what Michel Foucault famously described as the 
“Great Confinement”. The creation of the Hô pital Général in 1656 was a turning point in how Europe 
viewed deviant minds. Driven by pragmatic and religious aims, it confined the poor and marginalized, 
turning  incarceration  into  both  a  judicial  punishment—for  criminals,  including  sex  workers,  or 
abortionists—and a social strategy to combat mendicity and promote social rehabilitation (Williard,  
2020). The Salpê triè re was the female section of this network of state institutions. 

Two well-known cases illustrate this shift: Louise de Néant (1639–1694), confined for more 
than a year in the Salpê triè re on charges of possession, witchcraft, and madness (St Claire, 2025); and 
Madame Guyon (1648–1707), regarded as “the maddest woman in the kingdom”—particularly in the 
eyes of Louis XIV —largely because of the subversive nature of her writings, and imprisoned for several 
years in convents and prisons (Maumigny-Garban, 2022). After Mme. Guyon, the discourse of female  
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mystics gradually lost legitimacy, leading many of the women who upheld it toward “the asylums of a 
triumphant psychiatry” (Mérot, 2014, p. 120).

Alongside the Salpê triè re, other institutions emerged, including maisons de force attached to 
female convents and the hospital of the Petites-Maisons. Over the course of the eighteenth century,  
requests for confinement increasingly originated from families, typically supported by a certificate from 
a parish priest or a royal representative and followed by a police investigation (Closson & Tranié , 2022).
This  paper  aims  to  illustrate  this  historical  moment  through  a  case  study  that  offers  a  different 
perspective on confinement. The case concerns a noblewoman who experienced mystical and prophetic 
visions with marked erotic undertones and who was confined by her own family under conditions whose 
harshness seems comparable to that endured by the inmates of the Salpê triè re (Carrez, 2005; Williard, 
2020).

The only surviving source is the manuscript she wrote during her captivity, using the wide 
margins of a book, since—according to her own account—she was not even allowed access to paper on  
which to write (and thus to confess). These notes were transcribed and published in 1925 by Lucien  
Herr, the well-known librarian of the É cole Normale Supérieure, who discovered them by chance in a 
1730 book originating from an old private library about which no further details are given (for reasons  
of confidentiality).

Our  aim  is  to  approach  this  case  as  the  first-person  testimony  of  a  high-society  woman 
regarded as mad (“regardée comme une folle”) in the first third of the eighteenth century, interpreted in 
light of its social and cultural context, and thereby contributing to a gendered history of madness in early 
modern Europe, in line with the effort initiated by Closson et al. (2022) to address this historiographical 
gap.
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The influence of the Vienna Institute of Psychology on Hungarian psychology and linguistics 
Csaba Pléh
Central European University  

Karl  Bü hler  (1879–1963) as   a  chair  from 1922 to  1938 of  the  Institute  of  Psychology at  Vienna 
University turned this institute into one of the main centres of psychology in the German-speaking world 
between the two wars (Eschbach, 1984. Ash, 1988). 

Budapest  and Vienna had many intimate intellectual connections in psychology,  just think of 
the Freud-Ferenczi link from  the turn of century on. With the Bü hlers in Vienna, and the centripetal 
influence of antisemitic Hungarian higher education legislation already in the 1920s, this influence 
extended to the experimental and developmental domains. Bü hler had different types of contacts with 
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Hungarian science: formal, official contacts, visit in 1936, honorary member of the Academy; mentoring 
Hungarian  students  and  postdocs;  influencing  the  intellectual  outlook  of  Hungarian  psychology; 
influencing Hungarian linguistics. Bü hler had two Hungarian followers in the domain of perception. 
Egon Brunswik elaborated his probabilistic ecological theory of perception by combining ideas of Bü hler 
and those of the Vienna school of philosophers (Brunswik, 1934, 1943). 

Lajos (Ludwig) Kardos, a friend of Bruswik coming from a lower middle class Jewish family, 
has been doing perceptual work with Bü hler in a half emigré  status. Kardos has become well known 
through his monograph on the role of shadows and lightness constancy in object perception (Kardos 
1934). He was among the first perceptual psychologists to combine the attitudes of experimentation 
with mathematical  modeling,  claiming that constancy can be rendered with a mathematical  model 
comparing the light input from a surface with that coming from the neighborhood (Kardos 1934).

The meaning and teleology centered vision of Bü hler regarding animal and human behavior 
also had a decisive influence on Hungarian theoretical and comparative psychology. Paul Harkai Schiller, 
alias  Paul von Schiller (1948) was trying to reveal holistic and at the same time teleological organization 
in behavior. His approach  showed the impacts of the Berlin Gestalt, the meaning based proposals of  
Bü hler, the comparative ideas of early ethology, especially Lorenz, and the action based developmental  
theory of Piaget. 

Lajos Kardos  two generations later, working in Budapest  returned to the Bü hler inspiration as 
a comparative psychologist. Kardos framed  his theory on the genesis of mental life with an analysis of 
the Loeb–Jennings debate, followed by a cybernetic attitude: the genesis of environmental prediction is 
necessary for the genesis of the mind (Kardos 1980). His teacher half a century earlier (Bü hler, 1927) 
used the same attitude in his unified sign based framework for psychology, which also started from the 
Loeb–Jennings debates. Unity of biological and meaningful elements in human life on all levels of mental 
organization was the key notion for Bü hler.

Karl Bü hler’s (1934) theory of language combined the philosophical tradition with his intimate 
knowledge of modern linguistics. His  structuralist credo was much appreciated by Gyula Laziczius 
(1942, 1966), initiator of structuralism in Hungary at the time. 
The Hungarian linguist and psychoanalyst Iván Fó nagy had a later creative extension of the ideas of 
Bü hler regarding the types of linguistic signs and language functions. Fó nagy claimed that language signs 
are conventional in the sense of Saussure, but they are not arbitrary. There is an iconic relation between 
signs and the emotional status of the sender. Regarding the actual communicative situations, Fó nagy 
(1984, 2001) claimed that all speech events have a second layer of coding: they code the inner status of 
the speaker as well. The output is always supplemented by the work of a “Distorter” that tries to use 
linguistic variations and possibilities to express emotional meanings directly. The theory of Fó nagy 
treated the emotional/expressive functions of language as secondary. Similar to the Sprachtheorie of 
Bü hler (1934), Fó nagy also accepted the human specificity of the descriptive, cognitive function of 
language. The phylogenetically archaic expressive/emotional function is secondary in relation to this.
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From Rejection to Recognition: Feminist Critiques of Psychiatric Diagnosis, 1970–2000.
Almut Pohl.
University of Lübeck.

Critiques of psychiatric and psychological diagnosis—ranging from the outright rejection of the concept 
of mental disorder to reform-oriented interventions—constituted a central feature of feminist and anti-
psychiatric debates from the 1970s onward, both in Germany and internationally. Feminist activists 
intervened publicly  in diagnostic  revision processes,  most  prominently  during the publication and 
subsequent revision of the third edition of the Diagnostic and Statistical Manual of Mental Disorders 
(DSM-III  and  DSM-III-R),  protesting  the  introduction  of  new  diagnostic  categories  and  framing 
psychiatric diagnosis as an instrument of social control and gendered pathologization (Kaplan, 1983;  
Dodd, 2015).

In contrast, the revision process leading to the eleventh edition of the International Statistical  
Classification of  Diseases and Related Health Problems (ICD-11),  coordinated by the World Health 
Organization,  reveals  a  markedly  different  constellation.  The  proposed abolition of  the  Borderline  
Personality  Disorder  diagnosis  within  the  chapter  on  personality  disorders  met  with  significant 
resistance and ultimately resulted in an exception allowing Borderline to persist as a distinct category 
(Tyrer et al., 2019). While not all actors involved in this resistance can be unequivocally identified as  
part of feminist networks, archival traces indicate that arguments developed in earlier feminist contexts
—particularly those emphasizing access to care, the legitimacy of suffering, and institutional recognition
—were mobilized in these debates. This paper asks how such a shift in feminist and feminist-adjacent  
argumentation  became  possible  and  how  archival  materials  allow  this  transformation  to  be 
reconstructed historically.

A  central  analytical  focus  lies  on  the  discourse  surrounding  Multiple  Personality  Disorder 
(MPD, later Dissociative Identity Disorder). Rather than offering a historical overview of the diagnosis  
itself,  the  paper  approaches  MPD  as  an  analytical  lens.  Temporally  situated  between  the  radical 
diagnostic critiques of the 1970s and the later “Borderline Controversy” (Tyrer et al., 2019, p. 494) in  
the  context  of  ICD-11,  MPD  occupied  an  ambivalent  position  within  feminist  engagements  with 
psychiatric diagnosis.  It  functioned both as a site for criticizing the cultural  shaping of psychiatric 
phenomena (Seltzer, 1994; Spanos, 1994) and as a legitimate diagnostic framework for articulating 
trauma, particularly in the context of sexual violence against women (Boor, 1982). This ambivalence 
makes MPD a revealing site for examining how feminist engagements with psychiatric knowledge shifted 
from categorical rejection toward struggles over recognition, care, and institutional legitimacy.

The  analysis  draws  on  a  heterogeneous  body  of  archival  materials,  including  feminist 
publications, conference documentation, and feminist journals. Rather than treating these materials as  
mere supplements to published texts, the paper reconstructs how positions were negotiated, revised, 
and contested within activist and professional contexts. Methodologically, the paper treats archives as  
historically situated sites of knowledge production that shape how feminist critique and professional 
engagement become visible in the historical record.

By  tracing  these  discursive  shifts  through  archival  practice,  the  paper  demonstrates  that 
feminist positions toward psychiatric diagnosis were neither uniform nor linear. Rather, they evolved in 
response to changing constellations of activism, therapeutic practice, and institutional transformation.  
Psychiatric  diagnosis  emerges  as  a  historically  contingent  site  of  negotiation  between  critique, 
recognition, and access to treatment. In doing so, the paper contributes to the history of the human  
sciences by showing how the production, stabilization, and contestation of psychiatric categories can be 
reconstructed through the material and epistemic conditions of the archive.
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“Riding the Windhorse”: History of a TC (Therapeutic Community) Model.
Tommaso Priviero.
Queen Mary University of London.

This paper reconstructs the historical emergence of the Windhorse therapeutic community model, an 
experimental approach to the treatment of psychosis developed in the United States in the late twentieth 
century around the psychiatrist and psychoanalyst Edward Podvoll (1936-2003). Drawing extensively 
on  unpublished archival  materials  from the Windhorse  Legacy Archive,  including correspondence, 
seminar  transcripts,  clinical  reflections,  and  institutional  documents,  the  paper  examines  how 
Windhorse  developed  out  of  the  broader  project  of  “contemplative  psychotherapy”  established  at  
Naropa  University  in  Boulder,  Colorado  during  the  1970s.  Through  these  sources,  it  traces  the 
intellectual and institutional processes through which a distinctive therapeutic experiment gradually 
took shape. 

From a historiographical perspective, the paper situates Windhorse at the intersection of two 
important developments in the history of the human sciences: the rise of therapeutic communities in 
postwar  psychiatry  and  the  encounter  between  Western  psychological  disciplines  and  Buddhist 
contemplative traditions. Since the mid-twentieth century, alternative forms of psychiatric care had been 
explored across Europe and North America through community-based experiments such as Maxwell 
Jones’s therapeutic communities or R. D. Laing’s Kingsley Hall. Windhorse emerged within this broader 
field of  experimentation but articulated a distinctive synthesis  shaped by the intellectual milieu of 
Naropa and the influence of Tibetan Buddhist teacher Chö gyam Trungpa. Within this environment, 
Buddhist  ideas about mind,  meditation,  and “basic  goodness” were translated into a psychological 
vocabulary that could be mobilised within clinical practice. 

Clinically, the Windhorse model centred on small therapeutic households in which individuals 
recovering from psychosis or other “extreme states of mind” lived alongside trained companions who 
formed part of the treatment team. Care was organised around practices such as “basic attendance” (a  
disciplined form of attentive presence) as well as everyday activities intended to stabilise and support 
the patient’s life environment. Rather than focusing exclusively on symptom reduction, the model sought 
to cultivate conditions in which moments of clarity, which Podvoll described as a patient’s “history of  
sanity”, could emerge and be recognised within the therapeutic process. In this respect, Windhorse 
combined elements of psychoanalytic psychotherapy, community psychiatry, and contemplative training 
for  practitioners.  By  reconstructing  the  origins  of  Windhorse  through  archival  sources,  the  paper  
contributes to the historiography of therapeutic communities and to the broader history of the dialogue 
between Buddhism and Western psychology. It argues that Windhorse represents a distinctive, and still 
insufficiently studied, experiment in late twentieth-century mental health care, illuminating how clinical 
practice and countercultural institutions intersected in the transformation of psychological models.
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The history of the Marxism-Leninism Department of the Budapest Police Academy based on 
archival research.
Márk Rácz.
Milton Friedman University.

My presentation is based exclusively on archival research findings. The Marxism-Leninism Department 
of the Budapest Police Academy operated between 1971 and 1989. It consisted of a philosophy section,  
a political economy section, and a scientific socialism section. 
It  is  well  known  that  between  1950  and  1989,  all  higher  education  institutions  in  Hungary  had 
departments of Marxism-Leninism. These departments taught students Marxist philosophy, political 
economy, and scientific socialism.

This was no different in the case of the educational institution of particular importance whose  
history I am researching. Lecturers spread the Marxist ideology of state socialism using the tools of  
science.  At the same time, I will also discuss the relationship between knowledge and power, as I believe 
that there is a connection between the two in the university sphere. In the context of higher education, 
this can be imagined as meaning that sooner or later, lecturers who are not professionally suited to the 
task will be weeded out. 

The question arises whether the teaching of Marxism-Leninism can be considered a science. 
Given that ideological education included Marxist philosophy (which is considered a science), political  
economics (the economics part of which is considered a science), and party history (which is considered 
history, which is a science, but is taught from a political perspective), this is a very complex issue.

In itself, if someone is given a university chair and can examine students, what kind of power 
does  that  constitute?  What  place  does  a  person  who  enters  an  environment  where  academic 
performance counts, with relatively little knowledge or serious political background, occupy in the eyes 
of society? In a narrower sense, it can be expected that those who teach at universities should have 
usable knowledge of their own field of expertise that will help students develop.
My research goal is, on the one hand, to present a small segment of a long-gone era to the people of today. 
On the other hand, I will identify who taught in the educational unit under study and what their areas of 
research were.

My research questions are as follows: how were police academy students taught ideological 
subjects? What assessment methods did examiners prefer? How receptive were the students to the 
curriculum? My hypothesis is that ideological education was taken much more seriously at the Police  
Academy than at a medical or technical university. Lecturers assessed the curriculum more strictly, and 
it was not possible to deviate from the official line.

The materials of the former Police Officer College have been transferred to the Archives of the  
National University of Public Service, where the events of those twenty years that are relevant to the 
topic  can also be researched.  Given that  the  educational  history of  the  Police  Academy is  a  little-
researched area, the exploration and processing of archival sources can provide many new insights for  
the field of study.
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The former Marxist-Leninist lecturers saw internal correction of the political system as the 
right path, at least the younger generation did. As favorites of the Rákosi and Kádá r regimes, they were 
interested in maintaining the political, social, and economic system, but their views changed somewhat 
toward the end of the decade. After a while, they simply drifted with the tide, unable to keep up with the 
accelerating processes in all  cases.  Major changes also took place in the world of  universities and  
colleges,  and as a result,  Marxist  ideologues,  who had previously enjoyed considerable power and 
privileges, quickly found themselves in the crosshairs.

A Marxism-Leninism lecturer had access to academic resources that other college or university 
lecturers might not have been able to obtain. In libraries, the term "restricted material" was a natural  
part of the operation. Given that a Marxism-Leninism lecturer could request these materials on the  
grounds of political  reliability,  they had much more information at their disposal than the average 
student. It follows that their positions were based on a much broader foundation, allowing them to 
prepare for the new democratic order.
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The RB-AB Model: Toward a History of Archival Practices.
Marc J. Ratcliff.
Université de Genève, Centre Jean Piaget.

According to Anheim and Poncet (2004), the fundamental problem of archival reflection is “that of the 
definition  of  archives.”  In  response  to  this  epistemological  position,  I  propose  to  explore  a 
complementary  hypothesis:  the  fundamental  problem,  upon  which  the  very  existence  of  archives 
depends, pertains to archival behavior. The term “behavior” is used here not in a psychological sense,  
but  in  a  functional  sense  that  accounts  for,  among  other  things,  the  relationship  of  actors—both  
individual and collective—to time. The notions of research behavior (RB) and archival behavior (AB) do 
not exist in the literature. By limiting ourselves to knowledge archives, the objective of this paper is to 
define  these  two notions  as  functional  concepts  that  enable  an understanding of  the  researcher’s 
relationship to their research and archiving practices by linking them together. We will present a model 
of  how scientific  research operates that consistently incorporates RC and AC.  This  model  helps to 
understand the specificity of knowledge archives and attempts to define the full range of functional  
meanings that this type of archive can embody. In a second step, we will examine the relationships 
between the RB-AB model and the classical categories and rules that have guided archival practice for 
over a century and a half (Cook 1997), such as the principle of provenance or the principle of respect for 
the fonds. Finally, we will seek to demonstrate how this model defines a mode of operation within an 
epistemology opened up by the printing press, which the advent of the computer age has modified 
without invalidating it.

References
- Cook, Terry, 1997, “What is past is prologue: a history of archival ideas since 1898 and the future paradigm shift,” 
Archivaria 43: 17–63.
- Anheim, É tienne and Olivier Poncet, 2004, “The Making of Archives, the Making of History: Introduction,” Revue 
de Synthèse, 5th series, 125: 1–14.

(Un)Attainable knowledge: studying the archives of Eranos and the Psychology Club.
Flavio Rossi.
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University of Lausanne.

My research studies two important epistemic trading zones of knowledge between Asian religious  
thought and analytical psychology in Switzerland during the first half of the 20th century: the first one  
being the Psychology Club, founded in Zü rich in 1916 by Carl Gustav Jung, and the second being Eranos, 
founded in Ascona-Moscia in 1933 by Olga Frö be-Kapteyn. The goal of this research is to study the 
functioning of these structures, with a particular focus on the relationships between them and the 
people within them. Both locations have a considerable archive collection that they make available to 
academic researchers: information concerning the conferences held at the Psychology Club, as well as  
some of the correspondence with guests in Eranos, is available upon request. However, these archives  
impose other significant limitations: internal documentation on the development and operation of these 
structures is not directly accessible, and the lack of staff on site means that consultation sessions are  
spread out, greatly extending the expected time frame. Moreover, types of sources differ from one archive 
to another,  creating disparities and incompatibilities with shared material.  This leads to numerous 
questions not only about archival management, but also about the approach to take as a researcher: how 
to access information that is not yet available for consultation? How to adapt research methods based  
on the available sources? Which sources to mobilize to compensate for the lack of information? The  
analysis of these archives is, in its entirety, very important for understanding the way in which concepts 
such as yoga and meditation were presented and discussed by European scholars and how they shaped 
discussions on contemporary matters. Critically discussing the approach to the archives of Eranos and 
the Psychology Club is not just a matter of working on the past, but also concerns the present: the 
internal policies reflect on the chosen methodology, thus leading to a more inclusive approach to sources 
and also mobilizing the actors involved in consultation.  The conditions imposed by these archives 
therefore require the historian to adapt to the archives' management policy and to develop alternative  
approaches  for  analyzing  the  sources  at  their  disposal:  critical  analysis  of  the  conferences  and 
correspondences, examining not only what was said but also how it was communicated, what was 
omitted, and their material support, can also lead to an understanding of how knowledge was passed on 
and shaped, how the guests perceived and gave meaning to both Eranos and the Psychology Club; their 
written testimony sheds light on the relationship they had with the founders of the two establishments, 
as well as their interest in maintaining contact with each other, thereby helping us to understand how 
knowledge, and which kind of information, was passed on within—and outside—these establishments. 
The mobilization of external sources is just as important: newspapers and journals can provide us 
information  on  the  cultural  activities  offered  by  Eranos  and  the  Psychology  Club,  as  well  as 
contextualizing their presence during the period in question. Last but not least, an oral history approach 
makes it possible to partially counteract restricted access to sources, while also allowing current actors  
to be questioned about archives, highlighting omissions in texts or missing documents in order to obtain 
further information.
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Fields of Feminist Psychologies – Applying Bourdieu’s theories of social field and illusio to the 
history of P/psychology.
Barbara Rothmüller & Nora Ruck.
Sigmund Freud PrivatUniversität Wien.

Feminist psychological knowledge production has flourished in Austria, especially since the late 1970s, 
but it has not gained traction in academia for various reasons and may thus easily escape historians'  
attention. In the presentation, we demonstrate how Pierre Bourdieu’s theories of social field and illusio 
can be applied in the history of psychology, drawing on examples from our research on the development 
of a relatively autonomous field of feminist P/psychology in Vienna between 1972 and 2000. 

In  Austria,  feminist  P/psychologies  primarily  evolved  outside  academia,  particularly  in 
autonomously organized women’s counseling centers, and only to a limited extent at the University of 
Vienna. For this reason, we propose that to investigate feminist psychologies in countries other than the 
U.S., Canada, and the United Kingdom, we need a theoretical approach that allows us to study knowledge 
production  beyond  academia.  We  rely  on  a  distinction  between  ‘big  P’  and  ‘little  p’  psychology, 
introduced  by  critical  historiographers  (e.g.,  Pickren  &  Rutherford,  2010)  to  distinguish  between 
academic Psychology and psychological knowledges and practices that have developed in social spheres 
outside the university, e.g., everyday life or, in our case, social movements and psychosocial counseling.  
Like Richards (2010), we refer to the discipline as Psychology, to everyday psychological knowledge as 
psychology, and to psychological knowledges and practices that encompass both as P/psychology.

Broadening  our  understanding  of  P/psychology  also  means  acknowledging  that  feminist 
P/psychologies encompass both explicit sets of knowledge and more implicit knowledges and practices. 
To conceptualize everyday P/psychological  knowledges and practices in and outside academia,  we 
introduce Pierre Bourdieu’s theories of social practice and social fields to historians of P/psychology 
(e.g., Bourdieu, 1998). Bourdieu coined the term ‘social fields’ for fields of forces, a space in which  
particular social dynamics operate (Hilgers & Mangez, 2015). He argued that modern societies comprise 
many relatively autonomous social fields, such as the artistic field, the political field, or the academic 
field, structured around shared themes and interests that motivate participants to remain invested in 
the ‘game’ of the field (Bourdieu & Wacquant, 1996). As a result of their historical development into  
autonomous social arenas, social fields structure their elements along a logic characteristic of the field.

To examine the emergence of a new field of feminist psy-work since the 1980s, we employ 
Bourdieu’s  notion  of  illusio,  which  allows  us  to  understand  how  feminist  psychologists  and 
psychotherapists who were working as—often underpaid and self-exploited—counselors in women’s 
counseling centers developed embodied dispositions and a shared objective in correspondence with the 
logic of their field. Illusio differs from the concept of motivation in that it strengthens recognition of the 
unconscious dimension of beliefs and strategies: people intuitively know why and how they engage in 
the social practices of their fields without being able to explicate the exact logic, rationales, and reasons. 
The notion of illusio allows us to illuminate how neighboring social fields, such as academia or activism, 
defined the shape and limits of feminist P/psychological knowledge produced within the emerging field 
of feminist psy-work in Austria. Based on archival research and oral history interviews with women’s 
counselors, we are able to trace three interrelated yet analytically distinct field dynamics that shaped 
the trajectory of feminist P/psychologies in Austria over a period of two decades: psychologization, 
NGOization, and academization (Ruck et al., forthcoming). These dynamics restructured the logic and 
enactment of feminist psy-work. In the presentation, we will argue that a Bourdieusian approach allows 
us to analyze feminist P/psychologies not merely as ideas but as historically situated practices shaped 
by social field dynamics, positionality, and embodied dispositions of social actors.
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Drugs and Psychology at Harvard:  Understanding a 1960s Controversy through the Archives.
Josephine Selander.
University of Lausanne.

Between 1960 and 1962, the Harvard Center for Research in Personality became a platform for highly 
controversial research. Psychologists Timothy Leary and Richard Alpert (later known as Ram Dass) 
conducted experiments with more than 150 participants to investigate the effects of psilocybin on the 
psyche. The Harvard Psilocybin Project soon attracted criticism, however, particularly regarding the 
recruitment  of  undergraduates,  questionable  research  practices,  and  the  reliability  of  its  findings.  
Although their superior, David McClelland, initially supported the project, growing institutional and 
public pressure eventually led him to withdraw his backing. The controversy culminated in Leary’s and 
Alpert’s resignation from Harvard University.

At the same time, Leary and Alpert argued that prevailing psychological techniques were too 
limited to address mental suffering effectively. They proposed that new approaches – particularly those 
engaging  with  spiritual  practices  –  were  necessary  for  the  development  of  psychology.  Their  
experiments  thus  became  a  site  where  psychological  research,  spiritual  traditions,  and  emerging 
countercultural movements intersected.

This  paper  forms  part  of  Mind  Cures  at  the  Margins,  an  ongoing  Swiss  National  Science 
Foundation-funded  project  at  the  Institute  for  the  Humanities  in  Medicine  (CHUV/University  of 
Lausanne). The project examines how “epistemic trading zones” function as spaces in which knowledge 
from different disciplines and cultural traditions is exchanged, negotiated, and transformed. It asks how 
Western  psychology  has  simultaneously  “scientized”  Asian  spiritual  traditions  and  “spiritualized” 
psychological techniques. The Harvard case serves as one key study for analyzing negotiations between 
formal and informal, religious and psychological forms of knowledge productions.

Archival  research is  central  to  this  investigation.  Letters,  memoranda,  and internal  reports 
allow to move beyond the alarmist media portrayals of the early 1960s. Yet the archival process itself 
reveals tensions: parts of the Harvard collections concerning the psilocybin controversy remain under 
embargo, and the Timothy Leary papers at the New York Public Library are organized according to an 
unconventional filing system.

By reflecting on both the historical controversy and the challenges of archival research, this 
presentation invites discussion on how scholars can productively navigate restricted, fragmented, or 
opaque archives.

C. G. Jung, Forensic Psychiatrist.
Sonu Shamdasani.
University College London.

In the first decade of the twentieth century, C. G. Jung was regularly employed by the Swiss courts to  
provide forensic reports and expert testimonies. This forensic context was an important matrix for  
Jung’s  research  during  this  period,  stimulating  his  interest  in  questions  of  simulation  of  mental 
disorders, twilight states and the psychology of the unconscious. To date, this aspect of his work has not 
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been studied. This presentation looks at his unpublished forensic reports and the Burghö lzli case files 
of the patients in question between 1900 and 1904. It situates this work within the development of 
psychiatry and its interface with the law in Zurich at the end of the nineteenth century, in particular, the 
work of Auguste Forel and Eugen Bleuler. At the Burghö lzli at this time, patients were requested to write 
their own life histories, and these accounts, preserved in the case files, were studied for the degree of  
correspondence with information drawn from other sources, the level of insight of patients into their  
conditions, and for information regarding their character. The transformation of the  observations of the 
patients in the case files and their own accounts of their lives into the forensic reports is studied. Finally, 
the  manner  in  which  Jung’s  forensic  work  fostered  his  developing  associations  research  and  the 
application of conceptions of Pierre Janet and Sigmund Freud to questions of simulation and twilight  
states is  reconstructed,  which challenged the legal  pairings:  sane individuals/free  will,  and insane 
individuals/unfree will.
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Revolution, war, and their shadows: the genesis of military sociology in Ukraine in the late 1910-
1920s according to declassified archive sources.
Volodymyr Shelukhin.
Kyiv School of Economics.

Military sociology as  a  particular field  is  often considered with a  distinct  formation in post-WWII 
academia. This report examines the earliest attempt to establish military sociology around an exiled 
Ukrainian research institution – the Ukrainian Sociological Institute (USI) that was founded in Prague in 
1924. The origins of military sociology in Ukraine go back to the period of revolution, known as the First 
Liberation Struggle (1917-1921). After the fall of the Ukrainian People’s Republic, a large community of 
refugees settled in Central Europe, and organized one of the first-ever attempts to establish military 
sociology as a distinct field, with the special department at the USI. M. Shapoval (1882-1932), a literary 
and cultural critic, poet, sociologist and left-wing politician, was a key figure in this process. His aim was 
to create a non-political, sociology-based research institution that would provide a scientific foundation 
for the social and political liberation of Ukraine and create conditions for the academic development of  
sociology within the Ukrainian intellectual context. Unlike most sociological institutes active in Europe  
at that time, which functioned as divisions within universities or professional associations, the USI was 
a “private research organization” with a status closest to contemporary think tank. He engaged to this  
activity UPR’s general, previously a military historian and topographer, Vsevolod Petriv (1883-1948) 
who headed the department. The department’s activity was interrupted by political interference and 
lack of resources, despite this relatively short-term functioning, the research unit elaborated a set of 
prospective topics: the civil/ military gap and its impact on military effectiveness, the social dimension 
of military knowledge, revolution and military organization among them. Some of these topics were later 
reinvented during the post-WWII institutionalization of military sociology in the USA (especially civil/  
military relations). This legacy remained in the shadow for a long time. Archival documents related to 
this topic were expropriated by the Soviets in 1945 and were classified until the collapse of communism. 
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Since 1992, researchers have been able to work with these documents, however, there was little interest 
in  socio-military  issues.  The  key  positions  developed  in  this  attempt  are  surprisingly  relevant  to 
contemporary discussions on military reform in Ukraine, which now faces a full-scale Russian invasion. 
The  USI,  despite  the  plurality  of  interests  and influences  among its  members,  was shaped by the 
Modernist wave in culture with its focus on irrational factors of human life; Shapoval’s pre-war Neo-
Romanticist intellectual background was also an important precondition of this path. As he wrote: “To 
live, to vegetate is one thing, to live and to fight is another. Life is an elemental process, while struggle is 
a teleological one” (Шаповал, 1923, p. 20). Fighting is a form in which life uncover its own purpose. 
Will-centered  thinking  with  a  focus  on  struggle  and  its  different  manifestations  was  particularly 
favorable for the emerging of a specific field for military studies. 

I  am  going  to  present  key  ideas,  emerged  in  the  1920s,  briefly  compare  them  with  their 
contemporaries and tendencies in post-WWII military sociology. Then, I will discuss these ideas with  
reference to current debates on military reform in Ukraine. The main epistemological issues is the role 
of “potential classics”, a set of superseded or forgotten conceptual approaches that could had – but did 
not – shape the direction of research path due to unfavorable historical circumstances, which were very 
often far removed from scientific reasons and depended on political and institutional contexts. How can 
archive make alternative ideas accessible and work for contemporary theory development?
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The Emergence of Indigenous Psychology in Brazil: A historical study.
Danilo Silva Guimarães.
University of São Paulo.

The term "Indigenous Psychology" has only recently emerged as a field of study in Brazil. However, it has 
been used in different contexts around the world since the 1970s. A search for the term in Portuguese  
and English in the main Brazilian journal database yields only five national publications since 2017,  
when the database was created. The Online Scientific Digital Library (SciELO), which includes 16 Latin 
American countries, found six publications in Portuguese and 10 publications in English when searching 
for the term "Indigenous Psychology." Not all of the articles found on SciELO are from Brazil. Although 
SciELO was created in 1996, the oldest article found in the search was published in 2005. However, 
Indigenous  participation  in  the  development  of  psychological  knowledge  in  Brazil  is  not  a  new 
phenomenon. Indigenous peoples have been developing knowledge based on their traditions since long 
before the European invasion (Viveiros de Castro, 2015). This includes the field of study that came to be 
known  as  psychology  within  the  context  of  15th-century  European  humanism  (Massimi,  2018). 
Evidence of Indigenous participation in the development of psychological knowledge can be found in 
travelers' records, eugenics-related injustices and violence, and, more recently, ethnographic research 
in anthropology, which has received methodological contributions from sociocultural and historical 
psychology. In this context, it is relevant to discuss the prehistory of Indigenous psychology in Brazil. 
Over the past decade, there has been a 374% increase in Indigenous access to Brazilian universities. 
Consequently, Indigenous psychology degree holders have formed associations and secured positions 
on the country's professional psychology councils, advocating for issues relevant to their communities. 
From a historical perspective, mapping the path of methodological, epistemological, ontological, and 
ethical  turning  points  in  the  process  of  building  knowledge  is  important  for  understanding  how 
Indigenous Psychology is currently practiced in Brazil (Silva Guimarã es, 2020). From 2023 to 2025, we 
developed a project to deepen our understanding of the health and well-being concepts, practices, and 



72

environments that emerge from the actions of the Indigenous Support Network (ISN). The ISN is based 
at the Institute of Psychology at the University of São Paulo in Brazil. We created a public archive of ISN 
activities concerning the dialogue between Indigenous and academic communities that has been taking 
place since 2012. Through a historical analysis of ISN public documents from over ten years, we mapped 
concepts of health and well-being. The following products were generated throughout the execution of  
ongoing ISN projects: (1) public reports by the ISN in collaboration with communities that explicitly  
detail the activities' objectives, processes, and results; (2) institutional reports by the ISN's academic 
partners  detailing their  involvement  in  the  activities;  and (3)  invitations to  Indigenous experts  to  
participate  in  public  university  events  and  contribute  to  co-authored  academic  publications.  We 
analyzed these three categories of products, along with other public documents produced in the context 
of academic extension, using a dialogical approach. Considering the referents of semantic content and 
expressive aspects, we observed the multitude of subjective perceptions and interpretations that arise 
when people communicate about the field-theme of health and well-being, reflecting the position of ISN 
participants. We identified dialogical tensions at the boundaries of multiple dialogical positions and the 
creative ways the interacting communities proposed to circumvent barriers and construct frontiers 
(Boesch, 1991) for viable and desirable collaboration between indigenous peoples and academics. We 
argue that the construction,  analysis,  and discussion of  this  public  archive content  encompasses a  
developing methodology for studying the history and philosophy of psychology based on the principles 
of dialogical multiplication.
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The historical-philosophical dialogue in the construction of a field of research.
Danilo Silva Guimarães and Lívia Mathias Simão.
University of São Paulo.

From 2019 to 2021, we conducted research consisting of mapping and systematizing all productions in  
the  field  of  Semiotic-Cultural  Constructivism  (SCC).  Semiotic-cultural  constructivism  (SCC)  is  an 
interdisciplinary,  qualitative framework viewing human mind and culture as  mutually  constitutive, 
where individuals actively construct knowledge through social, sign-based, and symbolic mediation. It 
focuses on how cultural symbols and affective-cognitive processes shape subjective, intersubjective, and 
collective understanding. This is a psychological perspective that emerged in the 20th century, resulting 
in  interdisciplinary  studies  involving  arts,  health,  education,  and  more.  We  verified  that  the  field 
developed through an intense dialogue with issues related to the study of the history and philosophy of  
psychology  (see  Silva  Guimarães  and  Simão,  2021).  From  a  metapsychological  perspective,  SCC 
highlights the dialogical unity between history, philosophy, and psychology by offering theoretical and 
methodological reflections, particularly on the relationships between the self, others, and the world; 
alterity in temporality; and research procedures for constructing scientifically and culturally grounded 
knowledge. Our research focused on the ethical, ontological, and epistemological reflexivity present in 
the analyzed documents. Three periods could be outlined in the set of productions. The first period, from 
1982 to 2004, was a time when fundamental ideas began to emerge, establishing an original relationship 
between authors and psychophilosophical conceptions while simultaneously demarcating a departure 
from  antagonistic  positions,  such  as  the  exclusively  functionalist  and  mechanistic  perspectives  in  
psychology. Between 2005 and 2010, the field took shape with the proposal of the descriptive label that 
characterizes it. This label explains the unity composed of the constructive activity of the person and the 
cultural  situation  in  the  processes  of  transforming  the  meanings  of  situated  human  experiences.  
Between  2010  and  2019,  we  observed  an  expansion  of  SCC  with  psychophilosophical  insights, 
particularly concerning the role of notions such as alterity, temporality (including the hermeneutic 
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conception of tradition),  and unsettling experience.  These concepts,  which had previously received 
attention, were addressed more articulately and in a growing number of works. During this period, we 
also observed an increase in studies establishing interdisciplinary relationships with the fields of arts,  
health, and anthropology, in addition to the ongoing relationship with philosophy present since SCC's 
inception. This presentation discusses the relevance of historical-philosophical unity in research on the 
formation of  academic fields.  Dialogic  assumptions rely  on this  unity by considering documentary 
records as evidence of relationships between specific individuals who express themselves through a 
partially shared logos (Bakhtin, 1986; Gadamer, 2008; Lévinas, 1980; Marková , 2016). The dialogical 
metapsychology  of  the  SCC  points  out  the  urgency  of  reviewing  preconceptions  and  the  future 
possibilities in the directions foretold by the semiotic-cultural inheritance from the tradition. Without 
understanding the preconceptions that sustain the predications underlying the psychological theories 
and systems, is not possible to understand the meanings of the theoretical-methodological propositions 
of these systems, nor problematize sufficiently its limits. We argue that each documentary record is  
permeated  by  the  multitude  of  voices  brought  forth  by  the  authors.  Together,  they  reveal  a 
heterogeneous  picture  of  tensions  and  viable  paths,  temporarily  structured  to  accommodate  the 
diversity of human creativity and self-expression.
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“My Woman or My Psyche?”: Concepts of the Soul from the Platonic Academy to the “Grime” of 
Kefalonia 1815-1864.
Thiseas Stefanatos.
University College London.

This paper will unite Eurocentric histories of Enlightenment concepts of the psyche that were rooted in 
the ideas of the ancient Greeks; with imperial histories of the reception of the science of the mind in the 
colonial British Ionian Islands and Greece. It will explore a similar entanglement between Orthodox 
mystic ideas of purifying the psyche and more modern ideas of phrenology, while noting the different 
ways each ideology borrowed from the lexicons of ancient Greek philosophers such as Plato only to  
result in semasiological mutations. It will explore how these radically different ontologies of the psyche 
met in the languages of everyday Ionian citizens,  noting the stark differences in how each culture  
constructed the psyche yet still relied on the same words, and how this resulted in a complexly reflexive 
encounter of these different ontologies during the Greek Enlightenment. It will argue that a concept of  
psyche binds the confessional  community  of  Kefalonia by exploring their  notion of  “Logo-dosia”  – 
meaning: to give words that “honour the lord of one’s righteous pains while sparing them the fruits of  
one’s righteousness”.

It  will  engage  with  the  theme of  this  conference by  questioning how broad a  source base 
historians could employ to understand the soul. Specifically, it will cite a range of letters, poems and  
theological pamphlets that employ the everyday Greek lexicon for the soul – contrasting this with how 
these terms were at the heart of Platonic and Neo-Platonic philosophy. It will then look at the landscapes 
and the local shrines dedicate to the Patron Saints of the island of Kefalonia, Gerasimos the New Ascetic 
(who employed the same Neo-Platonic vocabulary in his teachings), observing how practices of curing 
demonic possession where entrenched in the footpaths of the land. It will extend this archival anarchism 
to begin to study the island’s topography and human geography, observing how each village was perched 
at the foothills of the mountains to cast their gaze over – the landscape noting how local traditions 
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embraced the ‘communal bond’ as an energy of the holy spirit – thus speculating as to how to the 
placement of these villages can inform historical accounts of the pilgrimages of the families to shrines.
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Intrusive Thoughts and the Turn to Experience in British Clinical Psychology.
Eva Surawy Stepney.
Independent scholar (formally University of Sheffield).

The  psychological  object  of  intrusive  thoughts  is  a  central  component  of  obsessive-compulsive 
disorder (OCD). Without intrusive thoughts, OCD would not look like it does or be experienced in the  
way that it is. In contemporary clinical literature, OCD-based obsessions are described as ‘unwanted,  
intrusive, and often distressing thoughts’, such as thoughts of deliberately harming oneself or others. In 
fact, the ‘intrusive’ and ‘unwanted’ aspects of such thoughts constitute the only aspect of OCD relating to 
matters of experience rather than action (whether behavioural or cognitive). A central component of  
these OCD-related intrusive thoughts is normality. Such thoughts are ‘something virtually everyone 
experiences.’  Notably,  the  pathological  quality  of  obsessions/intrusive thoughts is  not  due to  their  
content, or the fact they are present, but rather to how they are experienced- as excessively unwanted,  
persistent, and intrusive. The distinction between ‘normal’ and OCD-based thoughts rests on a threshold 
of experience. Today, obsessions are intrusive thoughts but intrusive thoughts are not always obsessions. 
Intrusive thoughts are a key symptom in Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder (PTSD) and are increasingly 
discussed in the context of other mental states, such as depression and eating disorders. 

This presentation will illustrate how ‘obsessions’ were transformed into ‘intrusive thoughts’ in 
the context of a broader ‘turn to experience’ in British clinical psychology in the late 1970s, and a  
departure from the almost exclusive focus on behaviour that characterised the profession’s first two and 
half decades. It will illustrate how the turn to experience responded to a series of contextual factors: 
clinical and theoretical difficulties in behaviour therapy, increased limitations in accessing patients due 
to ethical concerns, and a renewed desire amongst clinical psychologist to mark their practice from that 
of medical psychiatry. The first part of the presentation will provide an overview of these contextual 
shifts and how they initiated a move away from a purely behavioural account of neurotic fear and a 
‘spectrum of  normalcy’  framework.  The idea of  obsessions as ‘normal’-  prompted psychologists  to 
establish a threshold of experience in order to mark the pathological aspect of the symptom. The second 
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part will illustrate how the experiential aspect of obsessions, and the boundaries at which they became 
a ‘problem’, was further deepened through their merging with intrusive thoughts- a symptom stemming 
from US-based research on stress, conflict, and traumatic memory. Both of these shifts relied on new 
theoretical backdrops and novel methods to empirically quantify experiential phenomena, such as mood 
ratings, listening procedures, and word association tasks. 

The experimental techniques for quantifying experiential phenomena adopted and produced in 
this period, as well as the language of ‘processing’, continue to shape how clinical psychologists approach 
questions of clinical experience today in a manner distinct from other mental health disciplines. Whilst  
neurobiologists and pharmacologically inclined psychiatrists articulate experience through a language 
of  chemical  interaction and neurotransmitters,  and psychoanalysts  refer to narrative and memory,  
clinical psychologists approach experience as something that can be inscribed, rated, and empirically 
determine without reference to historical events, social context, or personal meaning. The presentation 
will open up broader questions concerning the implications of how clinical psychology as a profession,  
and a model of reasoning, accounts for phenomenological aspects of mental distress and of psychic  
experience in general.
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Early  Approaches  to  Observation of  the Self  in  Psychoanalysis:  Endopsychic  Perception and 
Functional Category of Symbols.
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Bertalan Balázs Sütő.
University of Pécs.

In the history of psychoanalysis, while many ideas have survived, evolved, or been discarded, there are  
also concepts that never gained prominence or faded into memory in a less traceable manner, yet remain 
important for understanding the development of psychoanalytic theory.

The  topic  of  this  talk  is  an  early  concept  introduced  by  Sigmund  Freud  (1856–1939), 
endopsychic perception, along with its conceptual history and evolution. Although this term was used 
by Freud and some of his contemporaries,  such as Sándor Ferenczi,  it  did not become part of  the 
mainstream of  psychoanalysis,  and the endopsychic  psychology remained unexplored (Noel-Smith, 
2016)  .  However,  a  concept  that  is  key  to  understanding  “inner  life”  is endopsychic  perception 
(endopsychische Wahrnehmung). This is an early Freudian description of the relationship between the 
inner world of the psyche and the perceived external world, in which the functioning of the unconscious 
takes center place. Freud described the phenomenon in which the psyche perceives its own unconscious, 
internal functioning, structure, and intrapsychic conflicts in the external world in a blurred, fragmentary, 
and often symbolic form (Freud, 1897). The first known appearance of endopsychic perception is to be  
found in Freud's correspondence with Wilhelm Fliess, in a letter written by Freud on December 12, 1897. 
He then described this notion in greater detail in the context of superstition and paranoia as part of his  
work Psychopathology of Everyday Life, published in 1901. In Totem and Taboo, published in 1913, we 
find a valuable addition, which refers to the projection of the soul’s internal structural relationships onto 
the external world. By studying the development of psychoanalytic theory, we can conclude that the this 
early concept provided the basis for many of Freud’s later ideas regarding the projection of the psyche’s 
own functioning onto the external world.

The question of the inner world—the ability to grasp the functioning of the psyche through 
perception—also appears in a different yet similar context in psychoanalysis. Herbert Silberer described 
autosymbolism (1910) and its phenomenon, as well as the functional category of symbolisms. Italian 
psychoanalyst  Fausto  Petrella  (1939-2020)  highlights  that  Herbert  Silberer’s  (1882–1923) 
autosymbolic  (functional)  phenomenon  shows  a  close  conceptual  relation  to  Freud’s  endopsychic 
perception (1993). Both approaches represent an early formulation of the idea that the human psyche’s 
own states and internal reality manifest themselves through the perception of the external world. 

Although these early concepts never disappeared completely, they became marginalized within 
mainstream discourse for a long time. However, their contemporary rediscovery—through the work of 
psychoanalytic  thinkers  such  as  Fausto  Petrella  and  Christopher  Bollas—highlights  their  ongoing 
relevance. By reconstructing these marginalized concepts, this presentation aims to demonstrate that 
the theoretical development of psychoanalysis is not merely a linear progression, but rather a complex 
system of theoretically significant yet sidelined “side branches.” Ultimately, re-examining these early 
models of self-observation does more than just shed light on the origins of the Freudian approach to  
religion  and  myth;  it  also  offers  additions  to  the  conceptual  framework  for  the  contemporary 
understanding of the 'inner life.

References
-  Botella,  C.,  &  Botella,  S.  (2018).  A  psychoanalytic  approach  to  perception.  In Symbolization (pp.  83-106). 
Routledge.
- Ferenczi S. (1912c). Schopenhauernak Goethéhez írt levele, pszichoanalitice nézve. In:  Ferenczi Sándor összes  
művei 2. Ferenczi, a katalizátor, 1908–1913 (352-360). Szerk. Bó kay Antal, Harmatta János. Budapest: Oriold é s 
Tá rsai, 2022.
-  Freud,  S.  (1960).  The  Psychopathology  of  Everyday Life:  Forgetting,  Slips  of  the  Tongue,  Bungled  Actions, 
Superstitions and Errors (1901). The standard edition of the complete psychological works of Sigmund Freud, 6.
- Freud, S. (2012). Totem and taboo. Routledge.
- Gyimesi J. (2024). A misinterpreted psychoanalyst: Herbert Silberer and his theory of symbol-formation. Journal  
of the History of the Behavioral Sciences, 60, e22289. https://doi.org/10.1002/jhbs.22289 
- Masson, J. M. (1985). The Complete Letters of Sigmund Freud to Wilhelm Fliess, 1887-1904.
- Noel-Smith, K. (2016). Freud on Time and Timelessness. London: Palgrave Macmillan.
Petrella, F. (1993). Endopsyichic Perception/Functional Phenomenon. Rivista di Psicoanalisi, 39(1): 115-134

https://doi.org/10.1002/jhbs.22289


77

- Silberer, H. (1909). Report on a method of eliciting and observing certain symbolic hallucination-phenomena. In: 
D.  Rapaport  (Ed.),  Organization  and  pathology  of  thought:  Selected  sources (195-207).  New  York:  Columbia 
University Press, 1951. 
- Silberer, H. (1911). On symbol-formation. In: D. Rapaport (Ed.), Organization and pathology of thought: Selected  
sources (208-233). New York: Columbia University Press, 1951.
- Sü tő , B. B. (2024). Az ö nmagá t szemlé lő  én szimbó lumai Herbert Silbererné l. Imágó Budapest 13(4): 47-64.

Making historical sources speak: documentary topology and historical inference in the Jean 
Piaget Archives
Ramiro Tau 
Université de Genève, Centre Jean Piaget

This presentation proposes a methodological and epistemological reflection on the Jean Piaget Archives 
through the notion of documentary topology. The aim is not to restate the familiar claim that archival  
sources enrich or correct histories based exclusively on published works, but to ask how an archive, as  
a  structured  configuration  of  heterogeneous  sources,  organizes  the  very  conditions  under  which 
historical inference becomes possible. In this perspective, publications are not dismissed as secondary 
or deceptive materials; they are treated as one documentary regime among others, characterized by  
stabilization, public address, editorial mediation, and retrospective coherence. Their historical meaning 
changes when they are related to other regimes of inscription: correspondence, manuscripts, protocols, 
institutional files, bibliographical tools, traces of collective work, oral memories, and silences produced 
by practices that were never recorded or were only partially preserved. The central hypothesis is that  
an archive should be read as a relational space composed of neighborhoods, densities, trajectories,  
boundaries,  and documentary holes.  These topological  properties determine which sources can be 
brought into relation, which transitions between oral, manuscript, institutional, and printed forms can 
be reconstructed, and where the historian must acknowledge structural limits rather than fill them with 
conjecture. Triangulation is therefore reformulated as the construction of an assertoric space in which  
heterogeneous sources constrain,  displace,  and qualify  one another.  Such a  space does  not  simply 
accumulate evidence; it calibrates the degree of historical assertability of a claim. Some hypotheses 
become contrastable because several  documentary zones can be made to  interact.  Others become 
saturable when additional sources no longer transform the configuration. Some remain locally falsifiable 
through a single decisive document, while others are structurally indecidable because the archive’s  
topology does not provide the missing mediations. The paper thus argues that the history of ideas, when 
confronted  with  author  archives,  must  move  beyond  the  opposition  between  printed  texts  and 
unpublished sources. What matters is the topology that connects, separates, thickens, or interrupts 
them. To make historical sources speak is not just to extract hidden content from documents, but also to 
reconstruct the documentary relations that allow publications, archival traces, oral transmissions, and 
absences to become part of a controlled historical argument.

The  rise  and  fall  of  frigidity:  Negotiating  female  sexuality  in  Swedish  sex  education  and 
counseling, c. 1930-1980.
Linnea Tillema.
Uppsala University.

In 1945, the Swedish Association for Sexuality Education (Riksfö rbundet fö r sexuell upplysning, RFSU) 
issued an educational booklet about frigidity. The 16-page publication entitled “Some facts and advice  
regarding sexual coldness”, went through five editions in between 1945-1965 and dealt with frigidity, 
which it described as an “extremely common difficulty” affecting more than half of all women, meaning 
they would not achieve the desired sexual response during intercourse with a man. In the post-war  
period, frigidity still appeared as a serious and widespread problem, in need of intervention at both the 
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individual  and societal  level.  Beginning in the 1960s,  however,  expert  discourses on frigidity were 
changing dramatically, with some authors of advice literature arguing that the category of frigidity had 
been used so carelessly that it had “lost almost any trace of precise meaning” (Rainer & Rainer, 1965, 41, 
my transl.).  Increasingly, frigidity was no longer conceived as a widespread problem, but rather an 
‘extremely rare’ condition - in sharp contrast to the fear of frigidity, which was said to be epidemic and 
devastating  (Levine  &  Loth,  1965,  9,  my  transl.).  Thus,  in  the  course  of  some  forty  years,  expert 
investment in frigidity both culminated and faded away, in Sweden as in other Western societies (Cryle 
& Moore, 2011, 222-227).

Focusing on Swedish sex education and counseling, this paper investigates how the category of 
frigidity – and its rather sudden disappearance – contributed to shaping female sexuality and modern 
subjectivity in the period c. 1930–1980. In contrast to earlier historical research, I am not only interested 
in the discourse on frigidity in itself, but I am also eager to understand what happened “after frigidity”,  
as this category was gradually phased out. How were comparable problems dealt with when they could 
no longer be labelled and treated as frigidity?

Ian  Hacking  (1995)  famously  urged  historians  to  consider  the  productive  relationship  of 
experts and lay actors in the emergence and formation of social categories. In order to capture this  
dynamic, I have not only studied the “sexperts” of the period, but also how those seeking help articulated 
and made sense of their own problems. Did their understanding differ from that of the experts?

Swedish archival sources provide excellent access to the perspectives of both experts and the 
general public. The RFSU counseling correspondence comprises both incoming and outgoing letters,  
preserved from the period 1928-1975. Organized by year and by the problem they were considered to  
address, a large number of incoming letters were sorted under the category “frigidity”, and archived 
together with a copy of the expert answer. These letters not only form the backbone of my study, but  
they also offer a point of departure for reflecting upon my experience of engaging with sensitive archival 
materials, where individuals share their private problems and frustrations.
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Measuring Minds, Reading Brains: Neurological Inquiries and Anthropological Typology in 
Australia and Oceania, c. 1860–1920.
Paul Turnbull.
University of Tasmania.

Anthropology’s disciplinary consolidation between 1860 and 1920 was inseparable from its conceptual 
commitment to the typological analysis of physical characteristics of peoples of different ethnic ancestry. 
This dominant physicalism relied substantially upon what Daston and Galison in Objectivity (2008) have 
characterised  as  “mechanical  objectivity”  -  the  conviction  that  scientific  observers  might  curtail 
interpretative agency and the intrusion of subjectivity into knowledge production through recourse, 
wherever feasible, to self-registering instruments. Yet anthropology’s practitioners remained acutely 
aware that, if their science were genuinely to let the nature of human diversity “speak for itself”, through 
instrumental comparative investigations of putative peculiarities of bodily morphology across human 
“types” would have to be conjoined with equally instrumental inquiries into the presumed existence of  
diversity in human psychology.  

These inquiries took two forms.  One involved subjecting persons deemed to be representative 
of particular racial types to apparatuses designed to measure specific cognitive or intellectual attributes; 
and in the reportage of their findings in Australian and other Oceanic settings one can discern how 
Indigenous  agency  served,  at  times,  to  frustrate  or  unsettle  investigators’  attempts  to  construct 
psychological profiles of their subjects. The other avenue of investigation - and the prime focus of this  
paper - was the acquisition and investigation of what were believed to be varietally typical brains. While 
anthropologists were critical of earlier phrenological doctrines of cerebral localisation, they nonetheless 
concurred that varietally distinctive features of neurological  structures might plausibly account for 
recurrent reportage — notably from medical officers and other colonial agents — concerning typicalities 
of  cognition,  intellect,  and  the  emotions  among  populations  beyond  Europe  which,  by  the  later 
nineteenth century, had been profoundly and perniciously affected by extractive or settler colonialism. 
Racial neurology in Oceania most commonly entailed the procurement and examination of brains by 
anatomists  and  physiologists  of  standing  associated  with  British  and  continental  European 
anthropological  societies,  as  well  as  with  those  institutions  central  to  anthropology’s  disciplinary 
consolidation  within  higher  education.  Yet  the  early  twentieth  century  also  saw  the  pursuit  of  
neurological research by scientists and medical practitioners operating locally in Australia and Aotearoa 
New Zealand. In both settings, the conclusions generated by this work both drew upon and fed into  
contemporary theories and controversies concerning the evolutionary development of the human brain. 
What remains insufficiently examined, however — and forms the prime concern of this paper — is  
whether this corpus of research bore any consequential significance for the modalities and structures of 
colonial governance directed toward Australian and other Oceanic first peoples.

From biographies to education: A Personality theory circulating through the Netherlands.
Rinske R. Vermeij.
University of Groningen.

Following Secord’s (2004) proposal, this paper presents a case study investigating the circulation of 
psychological knowledge in the first decades of the twentieth century. Specifically, I will outline how the 
psychologist  Gerardus  Heymans  (1857-1930)  worked  with  teachers,  psychiatrists,  and  doctors  to 
develop a personality theory intended to enable scientific categorization of people. By focusing on one 
theory and its  circulation,  it  is  possible to conduct a thorough analysis  of  this  tool,  with its  many 
peculiarities, nuances, and contradictions that affect how it operated within its context. The Netherlands 
in the early 1900s faced various societal challenges. Industrial and scientific developments transformed 
daily life, while secularization and pillarization increasingly shaped societal structures (Bank & Van 
Buuren, 2000). Locally and across borders, reforms in education and the judicial system were underway, 
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calling for greater attention to individual differences. Within this tumultuous period, Heymans hoped 
that his psychological investigations would help people cope with these rapidly changing conditions.

Gerardus  Heymans  was  an  internationally  renowned  philosopher  and  psychologist  who 
established psychology as an academic discipline in the Netherlands.  Around the turn of  the 20th 
century, Heymans was inspired by French literature that focused on personality. Initially, seeking only 
material for his lectures, he began reading biographies, taking note of the personality characteristics of 
various historical figures (Heymans, 1908). From these readings, Heymans developed a personality 
theory by distilling three basic dimensions of individual differences that, when combined, distinguished 
between eight types. Together with the psychiatrist Enno D. Wiersma (1858-1940), he then collected 
thousands of personality descriptions from family doctors and high school teachers via questionnaires, 
aiming to give his theory a more solid empirical foundation (Heymans & Wiersma, 1909). This theory  
became popular amongst the Dutch public, inviting praise, debate, and criticism during the following 
decades. 

Historians  of  science  have  broadly  studied  Heymans’  work  within  the  Dutch  context  (Van 
Strien, 1993; Derksen, 1999). Derksen (1999) focuses primarily on the rhetoric used by Heymans and 
other Dutch psychologists, while van Strien’s (1993) work emphasizes publics and applications. These  
books offer a good basis for my investigation, but their scope is much broader than Heymans’ personality 
theory, and includes his other works and those of other authors. As such, these works do not offer the  
level of detail necessary for my analysis. Taking the lens of science as communication shifts the focus 
away from “ideas” in abstract terms and towards the documents and correspondence in which these 
ideas are conveyed, and the manner in which they are conveyed. This approach leans heavily on archival 
collections; I examine published sources, digitized archival collections, and documents held at local 
archives. My research shows how teachers collaborated with Heymans but also shared their concerns  
about the questionnaire they were supposed to use to evaluate their students’ personalities. In journals 
and newspapers,  I  could see how his data were later mobilized to argue for and against  separate  
education for girls and other educational topics. Ultimately, Heymans’ theory was contested and rejected 
in favor of more holistic approaches. 
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Psychoanalysis in French Marxist Culture: Louis Althusser and Claude Lefort.
Hugo Vezzetti.
University of Buenos Aires.

Psychoanalysis has inserted itself prominently and in diverse ways into the 20th-century intellectual 
landscape—in medicine and psychology, but also in philosophy, literature, politics and the arts. This 
circumstance has consistently posed challenges when it comes to defining the archive and the corpus of 
a research project. Consequently, psychoanalytic, medical, philosophical, epistemological, and political 
histories of psychoanalysis have all been written.

My work starts from the problems of intellectual history, focusing on the implementation of 
psychoanalysis and psychoanalytic culture beyond the institution. It is a history of fields, circles, and  
cultures that tends to dissolve disciplinary boundaries, all  the more so as it deals with spaces and 
networks that intersect with themes and issues of the political sphere. The research extends to contexts, 
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groupings, and affiliations that depend on the internal dynamics of the intellectual field. All of this has 
consequences for the archive. The focus is not on the major books and theoretical or doctrinal debates,  
but on interventions and discussions, seemingly minor texts, and alignments within specific historical 
conjunctures.

I focus on the French scene, around two figures of the Marxist left who, from the mid-1960s to 
the 1970s, engaged in readings and appropriations of psychoanalysis: Louis Althusser and Claude Lefort. 
Both were part  of  the  constellation of  French Marxism of  those years,  and they seek to  integrate 
something of psychoanalysis, of the work of Freud or Lacan, yet they diverged and followed distinctly  
different paths.

Althusser came to psychoanalysis early on from his position as a prominent intellectual within 
the French Communist Party (PCF), at a political and theoretical juncture marked by a crisis of Marxism 
and communism: the revision of the Stalinist period and the schism with the Chinese communists were 
intertwined with the impulses for change in the field of ideas that came from the structuralist currents  
and sought to renew the human and social sciences. In an initial approach, he applies the figure of the  
'epistemological break' to Freud's work in a parallel effort that supports and reinforces his primary 
commitment to the scientific renewal of Marxism. Later, following May 1968, he integrates concepts  
from Freud and Lacan into a more explicitly political framework that seeks to establish a theory of 
ideologies.

Lefort’s  position  is  quite  different.  After  a  youthful  adherence  to  Trotskyism,  he  remained 
outside of any party affiliation. In his formation, Marxism merged with phenomenology—especially the 
teachings of Maurice Merleau-Ponty—and with early readings of Machiavelli that culminated in his 
thesis, defended in 1971. Distanced from any orthodoxy, his work follows a trajectory defined by a  
critical path of shifts and recompositions from his initial Marxism. Psychoanalysis appears in his texts 
and  interviews  through  exchanges  and  discussions  with  psychoanalysts  who,  while  influenced  by 
Lacan's teaching, followed an autonomous and even critical path regarding the Lacanian organization. 
He also offers two incursions into psychoanalysis: the first concerns the criteria for reading a 'work'—
specifically Freud’s—inspired by his research on Machiavelli. In a second stage, he presents a highly 
original attempt to conceptualize power and democracy based on Freudian discovery.
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Psychology of the Concentration Camp: History, debates and further influence.
Martin Wieser.
Sigmund Freud PrivatUniversität Berlin.

Fewer than a dozen psychologists and psychoanalysts survived imprisonment in Nazi concentration 
camps and later shared their experiences and observations with the public. This presentation provides  
a historical overview of different versions of the “Psychology of the Concentration Camp,” as well as their 
key concepts, theories and controversies. While most of these works eventually fell into oblivion, some 
of them still had a deep impact on Western narratives about the conditions of suffering, survival and  
death under extreme conditions.

The analysis focusses on the reports of Bruno Bettelheim, Curt Bondy, Elie Aron Cohen, Ernst 
Federn, Viktor Frankl and Emil Utitz, which were published between 1943 and 1953. Drawing on their  
personal experiences and different psychological and psychoanalytic concepts, they all aimed to explore 
the mental reactions to prolonged imprisonment and to explain the behavioural and personality changes 
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they had observed in themselves and their fellow prisoners. Special attention is given to Bettelheim’s 
description of the “regression” of old prisoners and their “identification” with the guards, as well as  
Viktor Frankl’s existentialist view on the vital function of hope and faith in the face of endless hunger,  
pain, exhaustion, humiliation and despair.

After outlining the major points of overlap and contradiction between these writings, I will give 
a  short  overview  of  their  reception  and  reinterpretation  by  sociologists,  political  scientists  and 
historians,  as well  as their practical  relevance in social  work and psychotherapy.  Finally,  I  address 
various points of criticism that were raised by survivors and later authors. Both the survivors’ self-
representation as well as the accuracy of their narratives have been the subject of heated debate since 
the 1970s. However, these controversies were largely conducted without any involvement from the field 
of academic psychology, where the psychology of the concentration camp largely fell into oblivion after  
the death of the last survivors around the turn of the millennium.
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Tracing the "Mary Toft case" in Wartime Britain: Edward F. Griffith's Working Archive.
Haohao Zhang.
University of London.

This paper examines the archival handling of the "Mary Toft case" by Edward Fyfe Griffith (1895–1987) 
during the Second World War.  The case itself  began as an eighteenth-century Surrey episode and 
survived through medical reports, pamphlets, and subsequent retellings. Griffith revisited it more than 
two centuries later. The documents he gathered now form part of the Wellcome Collection's Griffith 
papers (PP/EFG), which primarily address interwar national birth control, marriage guidance, and later 
symbolic and psychological themes. The Toft material is distinct from the rest, occupying only a few  
folders.  Griffith'  papers remain unfinished and lack a final  arrangement,  and this  incomplete state 
continues to shape how the case is approached in the archive. The presence of this eighteenth-century 
file inside a body of mid-twentieth-century work raises questions about how Griffith's wartime practices 
gave the case its second life.

The wartime folders contain copied pamphlets, newspaper cuttings, title pages, maps, short 
notes, and groups of loose sheets. Many pages display evidence of removed and replaced clips, while 
others remain unbound. Extracts from eighteenth-century medical accounts are placed alongside later 
summaries, inexpensive reproductions, and a small selection of images that Griffith collected. Place  
names such as Surrey,  Guildford,  and Godalming recur throughout the file,  suggesting an effort  to 
maintain a  sense of  geography despite  wartime travel  restrictions.  Questions of  credibility  appear 
through repeated copying, underlining, marginal notes, and the placement of related sheets side by side. 
Through these small acts, the material began to take on its present shape.
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One copied letter associated with William Hogarth's Cunicularii is addressed to "the Honble Sir 
Hans Sloane" and opens with the remark that "the report of a woman's breeding of rabbits has almost 
alarmed England." Griffith records it as "Sloane MS. 3312. XXVI." Later catalogues reference the same 
document  in  short  entries  with  minimal  commentary.  These  modern  references  sit  oddly  beside 
Griffith's  photocopies,  yet  they  demonstrate  how  the  file  could  still  be  traced  outward.  His  own 
handwritten notes appear among the copied materials and frequently turn to Jonathan Swift. Some 
examine  the  overlap  between  medical  observation  and  satire.  One  page  begins  with  "written  by 
Gulliver?" and alternates between anatomical detail and tone, keeping literary and medical perspectives 
close to one another. These fragments show the routes through which Griffith kept the case active.

During this period, Griffith published Modern Marriage (1935), The Childless Family (1939), 
and Sex and Citizenship (1941). The Toft papers remained beside these public works but were not folded 
into them. The folders were consulted, reorganised, and occasionally expanded. The file stays unsettled 
and  open,  reflecting  an  ongoing  effort  to  preserve  the  case  under  practical  constraints  through 
correspondences and efforts before contemporary historiography. Through these archival routines, an 
eighteenth-century episode is reconstituted within a twentieth-century setting. Seen in this way, the 
enquiry persists because the papers remained accessible, and because later readers, guided by Griffith's 
shelfmarks and notes, continued to follow the paths he left. The file endures as a working object, held by 
labels, folds, and the small irregularities that accumulate through repeated use.

Bibliography
- Harvey, Karen.  The Imposteress Rabbit Breeder: Mary Toft and Eighteenth-Century England. Oxford University 
Press, 2020. 
- Cody, Lisa Forman.  Birthing the Nation: Sex, Science, and the Conception of Eighteenth-Century Britons . Oxford 
University Press, 2005. 
- Wellcome Collection. Papers of Edward Fyfe Griffith (PP/EFG), 1923–1970.
- Harvey, Karen. "What Mary Toft Felt: Women's Voices, Pain, Power and the Body." History Workshop Journal (2015) 
(essay on Toft’s confessions).

Archival Reconstructions of Transcultural Knowledge: Richard Wilhelm, Zhou Xian, and the First 
Chinese Translation of Immanuel Kant
Dangwei Zhou
Hubei Normal University

The  legacy  of  German  Sinologist  Richard  Wilhelm  (1873–1930)  is  traditionally  defined  by  his 
monumental translations of Chinese classics like the I Ching into German, which catalysed the European 
reception of Chinese thought. However, a significant yet neglected chapter of his career lies in his role as 
a bidirectional cultural mediator who introduced German philosophical canons to China. This paper 
investigates Wilhelm’s pioneering contribution as the first scholar to translate the works of Immanuel 
Kant into Chinese. Despite his foundational role, this aspect of his intellectual trajectory has remained 
on the periphery of both Kantian scholarship in China and Wilhelm studies in Europe. This academic 
silence  is  largely  due  to  the  fact  that  relevant  primary  documents  remain  scattered  and  under-
researched within various institutional archives.

This  research  demonstrates  how  archival  reconstruction  can  rectify  historiographical 
omissions. The study draws upon correspondence and institutional records to trace Wilhelm’s activities 
in Qingdao following the Xinhai Revolution in 1911. During this period of political transition, Wilhelm 
established  a  stable  intellectual  exchange  with  the  Qingdao  Yilao  (loyalist  scholars  in  exile).  This  
collaboration  led  to  the  creation  of  the  “Office  for  German-Chinese  Exchange  (Bü ro  fü r  Deutsch-
Chinesischen Austausch),” an institution dedicated to the systematic cross-translation of German and 
Chinese classics to foster global cultural synthesis.

A central finding of this archival inquiry is the history behind the 1914 publication of a specific  
Kantian fragment. Working with his student Zhou Xian (1891–1984), Wilhelm translated a section from 
Kant’s Der Streit der Fakultä ten (The Conflict of the Faculties), titled Von der Macht des Gemü ths, durch 
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den blossen Vorsatz seiner krankhaften Gefü hle Meister zu sein (On the Power of the Mind to Master its 
Morbid Feelings by Sheer Resolution). Published by the Commercial Press, this work represents the first 
formal Chinese encounter with Kant’s philosophical prose.

The paper further argues that Wilhelm’s choice of this specific text was not arbitrary but was 
deeply rooted in his contemporaneous engagement with Daoist philosophy. Archival evidence suggests 
that Wilhelm perceived a profound resonance between Kant’s ideas on the mind-body interaction and 
the internal  alchemy described in  the Daoist  texts  he was then translating into German.  Although 
Wilhelm did not translate further Kantian works, this initial cross-cultural experiment provided the 
conceptual  framework  for  his  lifelong  mission  of  bridging  Eastern  and  Western  “Life  Sciences” 
(Lebenswissenschaft).

In conclusion, this presentation emphasizes that the actual uses researchers make of archives 
are essential for challenging established dogmatisms in the history of the human sciences. By situating 
Wilhelm’s Kantian translation within the material context of his archives, we gain a more integrated 
understanding of his contribution to the transcultural evolution of philosophy and psychology.
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